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e-Tag Version 1.8.1 Implementation 
The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and the North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) Joint Electric Scheduling Subcommittee (JESS) announce the implementation of a new version of the Electronic Tagging (e-Tag). This tool has been designed to facilitate identification and communication of interchange transaction information via e-Tags between parties in accordance with NERC Reliability Standards and NAESB Business Practice Standards. 

The JESS and the e-Tag vendors began developing the e-Tag Version 1.8.1, specification and schema in the first quarter of 2008. Since that time the specifications, schema, and vendor communications have been posted for industry comment; the interoperability between the vendors has been thoroughly tested; the JESS has conducted three tutorial webcast sessions; and a 1.8 to 1.8.1 cut-over plan has been developed. 

NERC, NAESB, and the vendors are committed to implement version 1.8.1 on December 8, 2009 commencing at 2130 CST. To ensure a successful transition, the JISWG recommends: 

1. All scheduling entities must use software that meets e-Tag Version 1.8.1, for the entire industry tagging system to function properly. 

2. By December 8, 2009 at 2200 CST, all entities who have integrated their tagging and scheduling systems must have operable scheduling systems to support e-Tag Version 1.8. 

3. On December 8, 2009 all scheduling entities should have trained personnel available, including respective vendor support. 


Further announcements will be made as appropriate and posted on the NERC “electronic tagging (e-Tag)” website and the NAESB wholesale electric quadrant “JESS” website.
