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Minutes

Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group 

July 15–16, 2009

Vancouver, BC
A meeting of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and the North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) was held on July 15–16, 2009 in Vancouver, British Columbia.  JISWG Co-chair Bob Harshbarger presided.  

The agenda and meeting documents can be found on the NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) JISWG Web site: http://www.naesb.org/weq/weq_jiswg.asp and on the NERC Web site: http://www.nerc.com/filez/jiswg.html 
Antitrust Compliance Guidelines

Secretary Vandervort acknowledged the NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines.

Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The JISWG did not review the May 13–14, 2009 meeting minutes.  The May meeting minutes will be reviewed, edited, and approved during the next JISWG meeting.

Agenda Approved

The JISWG added three items to the meeting agenda, see Exhibit A.  Ed Skiba moved to approve the revised meeting agenda.  The motion was approved by the JISWG.

JISWG Name Change to JESS
The Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) title was approved to be the Joint Electric Scheduling Subcommittee (JESS) by NAESB Executive Committee and the Joint Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee by the NERC Interchange Subcommittee.  The “JESS” name change on NERC and NAESB Web sites will occur during the month of July, 2009.  NERC and NAESB will coordinate and synchronize the Web sites’ name change.
NAESB Confidentiality Agreement Status

Since the May, 2009 JISWG meeting, NAESB JISWG Secretary Jonathan Booe and NAESB legal counsel Bill Boswell, revised the NAESB Non-disclosure Agreement (NDA), see Exhibit B.  The JISWG reviewed the NDA and has no additional comments.  JISWG will post the NAESB NDA for industry informal comments accompanied by a cover letter.  The cover letter will state the purpose of the NDA, the need for the NDA, and the Electric Industry Registry (EIR) requirement that all entities will be signatory to the NAESB NDA to create and use electronic tagging.
Transition of Electric Industry Registry (EIR) from NERC to NAESB

NAESB received the NERC comments on the NAESB draft Electric Industry Registry (EIR) request for proposal (RFP).  The RFP is being prepared by NAESB.  No other details were given.

Transition of the e-Tag Specifications and Schema from NERC to NAESB   

The JISWG discussed and agreed that the transition of the e-Tag Specifications and Schema will occur when e-Tag V1.8.1 is officially implemented.  The expectation is that this will occur in December, 2009 or the beginning of 2010.
NAESB 2009 WEQ Annual Plan (JISWG-Related Items)

The JISWG reviewed and discussed the JISWG related items on the NAESB 2009 wholesale electric quadrant (WEQ) Annual Plan as approved by the Board on June 25, 2009.  The JISWG updated the WEQ annual plan, see Exhibit C.

e-Tag 1.8.1 Specifications Revision

e-Tag 1.8.1 Specification Industry Comments and Responses
After the May meeting, the JISWG posted the draft e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications for industry informal comments.  Three sets of comments were received from OATI, Southern Company, and Midwest ISO.  The JISWG reviewed, evaluated, and incorporated the appropriate changes into the draft specifications.  
e-Tag 1.8.1 Specification Revision and Action Items 

In addition, the JISWG reviewed the entire e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications and created an extensive list of action items.  The JISWG will evaluate, address, and incorporate appropriate items on the action items list, continue to revise the Specifications, and post for industry informal / formal comments to gain industry feedback and input on the Specifications.
ATF Dynamic e-Tag Adjustments

The JISWG will add language to the e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications to prevent After-the-Fact (ATF) transmission allocation changes.  The ATF changes are for energy profile adjustments only.

e-Tag 1.8.1 Housekeeping

The JISWG will review and revise the e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications for language consistency and uniformity.  An example of consistency is the use of the term “e-Tag” where the terms e-Tag, electronic tagging, tag, tagging are used.  The JISWG will also consult with NAESB on the criteria and use of acronyms throughout the document.
e-Tag 1.8.1 Interoperability Testing

The JISWG went through the e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications change log to identify and determine which items need to be tested for Interoperability Testing.  This effort will continue as the JISWG reviews the extensive list of action items, as noted above.  The e-Tag V1.8 Specifications Interoperability Testing Plan will be used as a model to develop the proposed V1.8.1 plan.

e-Tag 1.8.1 Implementation Plan

The JISWG has a tentative e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications Implementation Plan that will be refined as the specifications are further developed.  The initial plan includes:

· Finalize the e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications Scope of Changes

· Draft Interoperability Test Plans, August, 2009

· Finalize Interoperability Test Plans and Cut-over Plans, September, 2009

· Perform Interoperability Test, October, 2009

· Announce e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications Cut-over Plans, November, 2009

· Cut-over to new e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications, December, 2009 (Tentative: Tues, December 8, 2009)

e-Tag 1.8.1 Conference Call
It is anticipated that the JISWG will post e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications for formal industry comment in September.  The JISWG has scheduled a four hour conference call to review the industry comments, respond to the comments, and revise the specifications as necessary.  The four hour conference call will be held on October 20, 2009, at 11:00 a.m., EDT / 8:00 a.m. PDT.

NAESB e-Tag Business Practice Web Page

The JISWG will collaborate with the NAESB staff to create a web page on the NAESB WEQ Web site in which electronic tagging business practice standards, reliability standards, instructions, reference documents, miscellaneous information, timing table requirements, and other documents impacting the contents of or the submittal of e-Tags will be posted for industry to download or to review.  The JISWG drafted a letter that will introduce the e-Tag business practice Web site to the electrical power industry and solicit industry feedback.  
“Forwarding URLs” in the e-Tag TSIN
e-Tag V1.8.1 Specifications, Section 3.6.1.1., concerning “Forwarding URLs” states: “In addition, all messages must be sent to any forwarding URLs registered to a PSE, BA, or Transmission Service Provider in the distribution list.  These forwarded messages shall not impact the Delivery State of the associated entity.”

The JISWG discussed the positive benefits to delete the “forwarding URLs” section from the specifications because a question was raised on the usefulness of the “Forwarding URL” specification.  A motion was made to delete section 3.6.1.1. and was voted upon, but was not approved by the JISWG.
Further discussion brought the JISWG to take action to clear-out the “forwarding URL” entries.  Such an action would eliminate all existing “forwarding URL” entries for security reasons and to eliminate outdated URL addresses.
Tom Vandervort moved: Request NERC staff to purge all existing forwarding URL entries in the TSIN registry registered to PSEs, BAs, or Transmission Service Providers by October 1, 2009 to address security concerns and/or outdated URL addresses.  JISWG requests NERC to respond to JISWG as to the feasibility of such action by August 15, 2009.  If NERC agrees to make the change, the JISWG will author an industry letter stating the existing forwarding URLs will be purged on October 1, 2009.  The letter will also indicate if any PSE, BA, or Transmission Service Provider objects to this JISWG action, they should contact JISWG through Tom Vandervort at his e-mail address by no later than September 15, 2009.  If any objections are received the JISWG will review and evaluate those objections and may revisit the decision to purge the existing forwarding URLs.  The motion passed.
WEQ-004, Coordinate Interchange Business Practice Standard
The JISWG reviewed, edited, and revised the NAESB WEQ-004 Coordinate Interchange Business Practice Standard, see Exhibit D.  Changes were made to make the business practice standard consistent with the NERC INT, interchange reliability standards.  The JISWG requests NAESB to post the draft WEQ-004 for industry informal comments until August 21, 2009.  The timing of this informal comment posting will allow the JISWG to review the comments during the next JISWG meeting.
NAESB Acronym Definition Review of e-Tag

The NAESB Subcommittee of Co-chairs requested the JISWG review the definition of “e-Tag.”  After discussion the JISWG revised the e-Tag definition for the NAESB Subcommittee of Co-chairs, see Exhibit E.

Dates and Locations of Future Meetings

Additional meetings or conference calls may be scheduled as necessary for the development and implementation of the e-Tag, version 1.8.1 or other JISWG-related business.  Look for additional information and meeting details on the NERC JISWG Web site and on the NAESB JISWG Web site.

	JISWG Meeting/Conf Call/Webcast Schedule

	
	Date
	Time
	Location
	Meeting Coordinator

	Meeting
	Tue, Sep 1, 2009

Wed, Sep 2, 2009
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	Houston (or volunteer city)
	NAESB

	Conf Call
	Tues, Oct 20, 2009
	11 am CDT
	Duration: 4 Hrs
	NERC or NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Nov 18, 2009

Thur, Nov 19, 2009
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	New Orleans
ENTERGY to Host
	NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Jan 13, 2010

Thur, Jan 14, 2010
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	To Be Determined
	NERC or NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Mar 10, 2010

Thur, Mar 11, 2010
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	To Be Determined
	NERC or NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, May 19, 2010
Thur, May 20, 2010
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	To Be Determined
	NERC or NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Jul 14, 2010
Thur, Jul 15, 2010
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	To Be Determined
	NERC or NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Sep 15, 2010
Thur, Sep 16, 2010
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	To Be Determined
	NERC or NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Nov 18, 2010

Thur, Nov 19, 2010
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – noon
	To Be Determined
	NERC or NAESB


· Future NERC-hosted JISWG meetings need to be held at region, utility, or volunteer facilities. 

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Vandervort

Thomas J. Vandervort

NERC JISWG Secretary
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