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1.  
Welcome
Ms. McQuade welcomed participants to the meeting and introductions were made over the telephone. Mr. Culliton provided antitrust guidance. The proposed agenda was adopted without opposition following a motion by Mr. Gallagher and a second from Mr. Hackney.
2. 
Discussion of status of non-disclosure agreement
Ms. McQuade summarized that the WEQ EC had recently considered the WEQ JESS subcommittee’s recommendation of a standard non-disclosure agreement (NDA).  The WEQ EC has determined not to take action, but rather to ask that a group consider the status of the recommendation given that the recommendation’s applicability had changed from a very broad application to the current thinking of a narrow application only to the eTag data and the Registry.  She further noted that there is an open RFP for the Electric Industry Registry (EIR) Administrator.
In the need for an NDA, several participants spoke up that an NDA is probably not needed at this time. . Mr. Hackney stated that there has been an unspoken rule that e-Tag data be kept confidential from non-parties to the specific transactions.  The affected purchasing and selling entities have not been outspoken about the need for an NDA for the data. 
An acceptable-use waiver as an alternative to the NDA was considered.  NAESB regularly uses waivers in relation to the copyrighted materials.  On enforcement of an acceptable-use waiver, it would be assumed that NAESB would follow the same mechanism that is used for protecting its copyrights.  On the concern of limited transparency by enacting such a waiver, the FERC has consistently supported NAESB’s ability to create reasonable limitations to access.  
There is a threshold question of whether industry participants consider confidentiality necessary for the data composing eTag transactions.  Since the EIR Administrator will have an acceptable use policy for the users of the Registry data and will also have an arrangement with data submitters that the data submitted is accurate, there may be no need at this time for either an NDA or an acceptable use waiver.  Moreover, for the transactional data, NAESB’s existing Coordinate Interchange standards
 may provide adequate protection.  
Ms. McQuade offered that NAESB could draft a paper for the Task Force to review communicating the following to the WEQ EC: after discussion, the Task Force advises that: 1) the EIR administrator create an e-Tag registry acceptable-use policy; 2) NAESB’s existing Coordinate Interchange standards adequately protect e-Tag transactional information; 3) the NDA could be used as a basis for additional work should the requirements for such be identified. The group collectively approved this suggestion and thanked the WEQ JESS for all their work on this product. 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:05pm CST. 
3. 
Attendance

	First Name
	Last Name
	Organization

	Bill 
	Boswell
	NAESB

	James
	Culliton
	NAESB

	Bill
	Gallagher
	Vermont Public Power

	Barry 
	Green
	EPSA

	Mark
	Hackney
	Arizona Public Service

	Rae
	McQuade
	NAESB

	Paul
	Sorenson
	OATI

	Charles 
	Yeung
	Southwest Power Pool

	Kathy
	York
	Tennessee Valley Authority


� WEQ 004-15 states that “[a]ll Reliability Coordinators, Balancing Authorities, Transmission Service Providers, Generator- Providing Entity, Load-Serving Entity, and other entities involved in an Interchange request shall not disclose the Interchange


Transaction information to any PSE not involved in the Interchange transaction.” 
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