How FERC Guidance is Addressed in the Recommendation
FERC Order 890

Commission Determination

1377 The Commission agrees that transmission requests across multiple transmission systems should be coordinated by the relevant transmission providers.  We will not, however, amend the pro forma OATT to require such coordination.  Rather, we require transmission providers working through NAESB to develop business practice standards related to coordination of requests across multiple transmission systems.  In order to provide guidance to NAESB, we will articulate the principles that should govern processing across multiple systems.  All the transmission providers involved in a request across multiple systems should consider a request that requires studies across multiple systems to be a single application for purposes of establishing the deadlines for rendering an agreement for service, revising queue status, eliciting deposits and commencing service.  In order to preserve the rights of other transmission customers with studies in the queue, the priority for the single application should be based on the latest priority across the transmission providers involved in the multiple system request.  We note that regional entities like wesTTrans are already coordinating requests across multiple transmission systems and we believe such coordination is an acceptable solution to this issue.  

1378 We interpret Exelon’s request that we require all transmission providers to allow transmission customers to link consecutive requests for firm point-to-point transmission service and to evaluate such requests as a single request as asking us to (1) allow transmission customers to require the transmission provider to either grant service for the entire period, deny service for the entire period, or offer the same partial quantity for the entire period and (2) require the transmission provider to consider the full duration of the linked requests when determining reservation priority pursuant to sections  13.2 of the pro forma OATT (short-term firm point-to-point transmission service).  We require transmission providers working through NAESB to develop business practice standards to allow a transmission customer to rebid a counteroffer of partial service so the transmission customer is allowed to take the same quantity of service across all linked transmission service requests.  Transmission providers need not implement these business practice standards until NAESB develops appropriate standards.  We note that the transmission customer should not be required to take the same quantity of service across consecutive transmission service requests, it should simply have the option to do so.  On the second issue, we reiterate that, according to existing NAESB business practice standard 001-4.16, the transmission provider is required to consider the full duration of the linked requests when determining reservation priority pursuant to section 13.2 of the pro forma OATT.

FERC requirements are addressed in the recommendation in the following ways:

1. The recommendation establishes the Coordinated Group, which encompasses all requests on all systems which are to be coordinated.  The recommendation establishes rules for the evaluation and coordination of responses for all requests in a Coordinated Group.  The customer response time is extended for all requests in a Coordinated Group so that the customer may know the capacity granted on all requests before finalizing capacity on any request for service.

2. There is not, at this time, any viable mechanism for automated communication of status changes and/or other information about requests across OASIS systems.  After considering such a mechanism, the EC Scoping Task Force recommended not to require a single request that spans multiple systems but recommended a different approach which could be implemented more quickly and at lower cost.  This approach coordinates confirmation timing for all requests in the Coordinated Group.  When confirmation timing is aligned, there is also alignment of the deadlines for rendering an agreement for service, eliciting deposits and commencing service.  

3. As noted, in item 2, there is no automated communication between OASIS systems and, as such, establishing identical queue time for all requests in the Coordinated Group would be difficult to administer. In lieu of establishing a single application, the recommendation requires all requests in a Coordinated Group to be queued on the various OASIS systems within 24 hours.  This was judged to provide sufficient time for a customer to submit requests on all OASIS systems while minimizing the potential for adverse impacts on the rights of other transmission customers with studies in the queue.

4. Whenever one request in the Coordinated Group is denied the full capacity requested, the customer has the option of lowering the capacity on each of the   requests in the Coordinated Group, even to the point of withdrawing such requests.

5. Regional alliances of Transmission Providers shall be permitted to establish a mechanism wherein a single request is processed for PTP or NITS on multiple Transmission Providers’ systems.  Such a mechanism shall allow Coordinated Requests that extend beyond the boundaries of the alliance.

6. This recommendation does not change Business Practice Standard WEQ 001-4.16, so there are no changes in reservation priority imposed by this recommendation.
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