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North American Energy Standards Board

801 Travis, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

August 1, 2010
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Executive Committee and Interested Industry Participants
FROM:
Cory Galik Cummings, NAESB Staff Attorney
RE:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant Executive Committee Meeting Final Minutes
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, May 4, 2010 – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Central
FINAL MINUTES

1.
Welcome

Ms. York called the meeting to order and welcomed the Wholesale Electric Quadrant (“WEQ”) Executive Committee (“EC”) members, alternates and other participants.  Ms. Cummings gave the antitrust guidance and called the roll of the WEQ EC members and alternates.  Quorum was established.  Ms. Otondo moved, seconded by Mr. Skiba, to adopt the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously.
2. Adoption of Wholesale Electric Quadrant Draft Minutes
The EC reviewed the February 2, 2010 WEQ EC meeting minutes.  Mr. Skiba corrected some minor errors.  Mr. Skiba moved, seconded by Ms. Otondo, to approve the meeting minutes as revised.  The motion passed unanimously.
3. Update on Confidentiality Agreement Decisions
Since the last EC meeting an ad hoc task force was created, which drafted a recommendation that stated since the “Electric Industry Registry Administrator will have an acceptable use policy for the users of the Registry data and will also have an arrangement with data submitters that the data submitted is accurate, and since there has not been a strong indication by industry participants that the data collected and accessed is of a sensitive nature, and since the NAESB WEQ-004 Coordinate Interchange standards address the sharing of information, then at this time, the NDA will not be acted upon, but held for future needs.  Should a need for an agreement to protect data sensitivity be identified and supported, the NDA will be used as the basis for such development.” 
Mr. Skiba expressed concern with the language in the last sentence that stated that the NDA will be used as the basis for any future development.  Ms. McQuade asked if he would prefer that the language state that the NDA may be used as a work paper in future development efforts.  The task force recommendation was modified to make this clarification.  The EC also added language to clarify that R07013 was complete.
Mr. Rodriguez moved, seconded by Ms. Otondo, to accept the recommendation as modified by the EC.  The motion passed unanimously.
4.
Update on 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5(b) Modify NAESB definitions for consistency
Ms. Rager provided the update.  She was making progress on modifying the definitions but noted that it was a very time intensive process.  She completed WEQ-001 and forwarded the work to Mr. Skiba and Mr. Wood.  They will review the work to ensure that the content has not changed.     
5.
Update on progress on 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Items 5(a)(2), 5(i)/R08004/R09011 Affecting WEQ-011 Gas/Electric Coordination
Mr. Skiba noted that the joint WEQ/WGQ BPS provided late comments that addressed all of the formal comments received on the WEQ recommendation.  The WGQ’s recommendation comment period closed on April 29 and there were no comments received.  Both the WEQ and WGQ are ready for a joint WEQ/WGQ EC meeting to vote on the recommendations.  There was no need for a single topic conference call to discuss the recommendations.  Ms. Rager will work with the co-chairs to schedule the single topic call to vote on the recommendations.  
It was noted that, with the changes being made to the WEQ glossary, all recommendations going forward should be written so that the glossary is incorporated into WEQ-000.
6.
Update on WEQ/REQ Recommendations for smart grid standards for NIST PAPs 3, 4 and 9
Mr. Booe provided the update.  A single topic review session and conference call will be scheduled to address these recommendations.  The smart grid task force has worked to address PAP03, PAP04 and PAP09.  This has been a joint WEQ/REQ effort.  A single recommendation was developed for PAP03 and PAP04 and two separate WEQ and REQ recommendations were created by the quadrants for PAP09.  All four recommendations have gone out for formal comments, which were due April 9.  NAESB staff compiled the comments.  At last week’s smart grid task force meeting the comments were assigned among participants to provide guidance for the ECs.  The task force will be submitting late comments that contain revisions to the recommendations based on the comments received.  Mr. Booe noted that many of the participants in the task force are unfamiliar with how NAESB standards are organized.  Many of the comments received were helpful to normalize the recommendation with other NAESB work products.  The work should be completed by next week and the EC meetings will be scheduled shortly.  The WEQ recommendations will be incorporated into the WEQ Business Practice Standards and will be filed with the FERC.  The NAESB office will work with FERC on how to manage the filings.  This work will be published in WEQ Version 2.2.  
Ms. McQuade noted that these are the first standards assigned by NIST to be completed, so there is no precedent on the NIST process for filing standards with FERC.  The standards filed by NAESB have strong historic context for how the recommendation was created.  She was less certain that the other work groups creating work products were putting a similar record together.  The NAESB office and officers have had communications with both NIST and FERC regarding this issue. 
Mr. Davis asked if the late comments submitted by the task force would change the definitions in the recommendations to make them consistent with current NAESB glossary terms.  Mr. Booe responded that the Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) noted several inconsistencies that should be addressed.  The task force put significant effort into ensuring the definitions were consistent with demand response and other definitions currently in use by NAESB.  Given all of the definitions currently in use for the smart grid, it has been difficult to merge all of the definitions in order to maintain consistency.  The goal of the task force is to make the definitions as consistent as possible with existing NAESB definitions.  Mr. Davis suggested an alternative could be the creation of a separate book for smart grid terminology.  Ms. Otondo and Mr. Green were both opposed to the creation of a separate glossary for smart grid definitions.  The industry should begin to create a common language if the smart grid is to become a part of it.
Mr. Skiba noted that it would be beneficial to the EC if the task force were renamed as a subcommittee – thus ensuring a direct link through leadership to the EC.  He suggested the EC consider having an EC member provide leadership for this group as the work products move forward.  Ms. McQuade noted she would discuss such with the Managing Committee.
7.
Discussion and Possible Action on Minor Correction
Dale Davis submitted this minor correction, MC10019: Joint NAESB WEQ Version 002.1 Standard WEQ-014-A and WGQ Version 1.9 Standard No. 11.4.1 (Implementation Guide for Electronic Tariff Filing).  FERC issued the FERC Implementation Guide for Electronic Filing of Parts 35, 154, 284, 300, and 341 Tariff Filings, which essentially is the same as Pages 4 – 44 of the NAESB WEQ/WGQ Implementation Guide for Electronic Tariff Filing.  Subsequently, FERC issued six revised versions to its implementation guide.   The issue relates directly to the maintenance of the standards in regards to FERC actions.  NAESB can either turn the standards over to the FERC to maintain them or a process can be set up whereby NAESB and FERC communicate that such standards should be updated and revised to stay in synch with the FERC process.  Mr. Buccigross stated that he would prefer NAESB to process any necessary changes as directed by FERC.  Ms. McQuade would be in contact with FERC staff on this issue and will report to the EC at a later date.  
8. Subcommittee Updates
Triage Subcommittee:   Since the last EC meeting, the triage subcommittee took action on two requests.  R1001 was a request assigned to the WGQ BPS and EDM subcommittees to update the NAESB WGQ Electronic Delivery Mechanism (EDM) Manual to add the availability to provide the Information Posting reports downloads in a CSV file format.  R10002 was a request assigned to the WEQ/REQ DSM-EE subcommittee to create common interfaces and data structures necessary for enrolling demand response sites into a demand response program, the request should be assigned to the WEQ/REQ DSM-EE Subcommittee.
Business Practices Subcommittee:  Mr. Skiba provided a power point presentation update.  He noted the work being done on parallel flow visualization.  Ms. McQuade noted the importance of this work and the fact that FERC and NERC were paying close attention to it.  Mr. Skiba noted that delays reaching a solution would have an impact on NERC’s parallel test providing meaningful results.
Demand Side Management – Energy Efficiency Subcommittee:  Mr. True provided the update.  The wholesale demand response work group created three task forces (glossary, model business practices and performance evaluation methods) to accomplish this work.  The glossary task force has reviewed and synchronized the wholesale and retail demand response glossary terms and presented their work product to the wholesale demand response work group.  The Performance Evaluation sub-working group has met, via conference call, to discuss the performance evaluation methodologies found in the IRC Matrix.  Individual participants have volunteered to review their selected baseline methodology, and come back to the group with suggested changes to the performance evaluation method.  At this point, the group does not have finalized changes that they would propose to the DSM Working Group-Wholesale Standards.  The Model Business Practice sub-working group has met several times to review the language in the model business practices.  Marie Pieniazek created a revision table to track versioning of the standards and is reviewing the Capacity section to review and revise language.  Ms. Donna Pratt is reviewing the Regulation section for the same and Mr. True is reviewing and revising the Energy section.  
On April 15, 2010, the FERC issued its final rule and adopted the WEQ Phase 1 DR M&V standards.  In the final rule, the FERC noted that NAESB was best suited to develop the Phase 2 DR M&V standards and noted, “additional substantive standards would appear beneficial in creating transparent and consistent measurement and verification of demand response products and services in wholesale electric markets.  The measurement and verification standards needed to accomplish this goal should be a focus of NAESB’s Phase II M&V Standards development efforts.”  The FERC also set a one-year deadline to either complete the Phase 2 standards or report the progress made in the Phase 2 efforts.

OASIS Subcommittee and Scoping Task Force:  Mr. Wood provided the update of the OASIS subcommittee.  They reviewed the scope and are currently writing the Network Integrated Transmission Service (NITS) standards for WEQ-001.  Once they have completed drafting the WEQ-001 standards and the technical review they will go out for informal comments.  The standards drafted in WEQ-002, WEQ-003 and WEQ-013 will not go out for informal comment unless there is contention in the subcommittee.  Those standards are more technical and will follow the business practice standards created in WEQ-001.  The NITS standards will be filed in WEQ Version 2.2.  
The WEQ EC task force for Service Across Multiple Transmission Systems (SAMTS) continues to meet.  Their work will be completed in time to file the status report with FERC on this topic.  While the primary focus of the task force is to narrow the scope of work for SAMTS, they will also be offering guidance to the OASIS Subcommittee on their NITS project.  The guidance is not intended to delay the development of the NITS recommendation, which should be completed by the subcommittee by the end of the summer.
Joint Electric Scheduling Subcommittee (JESS) and eTag Testing:  Mr. Harshbarger provided the update.  Clint Aymond has replaced Jim Hansen as the NERC JESS co-chair.  Version 1.8.1 of eTag went live on March 30 with no known issues.  The next JESS meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 2 at 1:00 pm Central.
Standards Review Subcommittee:  Mr. Saini presented a power point presentation update.  
Smart Grid Standards Task Force:  Mr. Booe provided an overview on PAP10.  NAESB was initially asked to develop an industry survey to gather the existing practices for usage communications between energy suppliers and consumers.  A report was produced to consolidate the use cases.  NIST expressed an interest in a single standard for this item and would like a standards development organization to develop the standard.  This work may be assigned to NAESB, or it may be assigned to the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).  Ms. McQuade encouraged participants to stay involved in this effort, regardless of which organization is assigned the work.  
Publication Schedule:  The WEQ Version 2.2 will be published in September or October, to allow time for the completion of NITS.  The WGQ will publish their next publication in late November.  The retail publication will be published in the first quarter of 2011.
9.
Review, discuss, identify changes and vote to approve changes to the 2010 Annual Plan to be proposed to the Board of Directors

Participants reviewed the 2010 WEQ Annual Plan and made changes accordingly.  Mr. True moved, seconded by Mr. Davis, to adopt the annual plan as revised.  The motion passed unanimously.

10. 
Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates:  Ms. McQuade urged participants to review the minutes from the March 25 Board meeting.    She noted the discussion surrounding a request from a board member to extend the NAESB demand response standards to become more detailed in regards to program design.  It was determined not to pursue those standards development efforts at this time.  

The Retail Structure Review Committee informed the board of the efforts taken to increase retail membership.  The REQ has seen an increase in membership, mostly due to the work being addressed on the smart grid, demand response and energy efficiency.   There has also been increased participation by state commission staff.  

Advisory Council Updates:  Ms. McQuade asked participants to review the notes from the February 13, 2010 Advisory Council meeting.  She urged participants to attend this meeting, held every year in conjunction with the winter NARUC meeting.

Board Critical Infrastructure Committee:  Ms. McQuade asked participants to review the notes from the March 22, 2010 Critical Infrastructure Committee meeting.    

Wholesale Gas and Retail activities:  The WGQ 2010 Annual Plan and the Retail 2010 Annual Plan were briefly reviewed.

Regulatory Actions:  On April 8, 2010, the NAESB office filed comments on FERC’s Draft National Action Plan on Demand Response.  These comments highlighted the work accomplished by NAESB in demand response and to assure the industry that this is an important work paper. 

EIR Administrator RFP:  The request for proposals was released on February 22, 2010 with responses due May 21, 2010.  Once the proposals have been received, NERC and NAESB will work together to select the registry administrator.  
11. Other Business

The next WEQ EC meeting will be held on August 17, 2010 in Colorado Springs, CO, hosted by El Paso Western Pipeline.    

12. Adjourn
Mr. True moved, seconded by Ms. Crockett, to adjourn the meeting at 3:43 PM Central.  
13.
Attendance 
	May 4, 2010 – WEQ EC Attendance and Voting Record 

	Attendance
	Motions are included within the meeting minutes.  Y – indicates an affirmative vote, N indicates a vote in opposition, RB indicates that the voter requested and/or received a notational ballot to cast his or her vote during the notational balloting period, A – indicates an abstention, (NB) – indicates that the vote was made through a notational ballot, a blank cell indicates that the voter was not present when the vote was called.

	Transmission Segment
	
	Subsegment:

	Phone
	Patrick McGovern 
	Georgia Transmission Corporation
	Muni/Coop

	Phone
	Wendy D. Weathers
	Salt River Project
	Fed/State/Prov.

	In Person
	D. Ulch for Daryl McGee
	Southern Company Services
	IOU

	In Person
	Edward Davis
	Entergy Services, Inc.
	IOU

	In Person
	M. Otondo for Mark Hackney
	Arizona Public Service
	at large

	In Person
	Bob Harshbarger 
	Puget Sound Energy
	at large

	Phone
	Michelle Mizumori
	WECC
	At-Large

	Generation Segment
	
	

	
	William J. Gallagher 
	Vermont Public Power Supply Authority
	Muni/Coop

	In Person
	Kathy York
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Fed/State/Prov.

	
	VACANCY
	
	

	In Person
	John Ciza
	Southern Company Services
	IOU

	In Person
	Alan Johnson
	NRG Energy, Inc.
	Merchant

	
	Trent Carlson
	RRI Energy Services, Inc.
	at large

	Phone 
	Shah Hossain
	Westar Energy, Inc.
	at large

	Marketers/Brokers Segment
	
	

	In Person
	Chris Norton
	American Municipal Power
	Muni/Coop

	In Person
	Valerie Crockett alt. for B. Thornton
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Fed/State/Prov.

	
	VACANCY
	
	

	
	Richard Lehman
	Salt River Project
	at large

	Phone
	John Apperson
	PacifiCorp Energy
	IOU

	In Person
	Roy True
	ACES Power
	at large

	In Person
	Barry Green
	Electric Power Supply Association (EPSA)
	at large

	Distribution/Load Serving Entities (LSE) Segment
	Subsegment:

	Phone
	Ray Phillips
	Alabama Municipal Electric Authority
	Muni/Coop

	
	VACANCY
	
	

	Phone
	Alan Pritchard 
	Duke Energy Corporation
	IOU

	
	Rufus D. Gladney
	Public Service Electric and Gas Company
	IOU

	Phone
	Robert Martinko 
	FirstEnergy Service Company
	at large

	Phone
	Syd Berwager
	Bonneville Power Administration
	Other

	In Person
	Andy Rodriquez
	NERC
	At-Large

	End Users Segment
	
	

	
	VACANCY
	
	

	
	Aaron Breidenbaugh
	EnerNOC, Inc.
	At- Large

	
	Lou Ann Westerfield
	Idaho Public Utilities Commission, rep. National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners
	Regulator

	
	VACANCY
	
	

	
	Christopher Kotting
	Public Utility Commission of Ohio
	at large

	
	VACANCY
	
	

	
	Paul Sorenson
	Open Access Technology International, Inc.
	At-Large

	Independent Grid Operators/Planners Segment
	

	In Person
	C. Wesley for Thomas Bowe 
	PJM Interconnection

	Phone
	G. Campoli for Jim Castle 
	New York Independent System Operator, Inc.

	In Person
	Matt Goldberg
	ISO New England, Inc.

	
	Nancy Traweek
	California ISO

	In Person
	Joel Mickey
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas

	In Person
	Ed Skiba
	Midwest ISO

	Phone
	Charles Yeung
	Southwest Power Pool

	Technology and services Segment

	In Person
	Jim Buccigross
	8760, Inc.


The subsegments noted in the above roster are:

· At-Large -- Regional reliability organizations, regional transmission organizations, consultants, service companies, information services and software companies, law firms, and other such organizations that are not specifically encompassed in the other subsegments for a given segment.

· Competitive Retailer (not available to MUNI/COOP, IOU or IOU affiliates)

· End Use (also in another segment)

· Federal/State/Provincial

· IOU – Investor Owned Utility or IOU Affiliated

· ITC – Independent Transmission Company

· Large Industrials (not in other segments)

· Merchant

· Muni/Coop – Municipals, Cooperatives

· Not IOU Affiliated

· OTHER -- (not available to MUNI/COOP, IOU or IOU affiliates) 

· Regulator

· Residential/Commercial 

· End Use (Self Generation)

The number of seats within each segment that are allotted to sub-segments are controlled through the WEQ Procedures.
	Other Participant Attendance

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB
	Phone

	Ernie Cardone
	New York ISO
	Phone

	Cory Cummings
	NAESB
	In Person

	Michael Desselle
	SPP
	In Person

	Chuck Feagans
	TVA
	Phone

	Marie Knox
	Midwest ISO
	Phone

	Shay LaBray
	PacifiCorp
	Phone

	Hasnah Mat-Amin
	Western Electricity Coordinating Council
	Phone

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Denise Rager
	NAESB
	Phone

	Barbara Rehman
	BPA
	Phone

	Mark Robinson
	SPP
	Phone

	Bob Sullivan
	CAISO
	Phone

	Veronica Thomason
	NAESB
	In Person

	Nancy Traweek
	CAISO
	Phone

	Jill Vaughn
	Court Reporter
	In Person

	Eric Winkler
	ISO New England
	Phone


NAESB WEQ Executive Committee Meeting Final Minutes – May 4, 2010
Page 1 of 8

