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BPS Conference Call Meeting
November 17, 2008 – 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM Central

FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. Skiba welcomed the participants to the meeting.  Ms. Cunningham gave the antitrust guidelines.  The participants introduced themselves on the phone.  Mr. Skiba made minor revisions to the agenda.  Ms. Wesley moved to adopt the agenda.  The agenda was adopted as amended with no further discussion or opposition.  The group reviewed, revised, and held discussion in regards to the July 29, 2008 meeting minutes.  Ms. Wesley moved to approve the minutes as amended.  The minutes were unanimously adopted as amended.  The final minutes are available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps072908fm.doc.
2. Update from WEQ Executive Committee Meeting

Ms. York gave a brief overview of the WEQ Executive Committee (EC) meeting held November 4, 2008 at Dominion.  She noted that the EC passed 9 recommendations including several no further action recommendations.  She further noted that 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.a.ii (Continuous support of the TLR Procedure in Alignment with the NERC Efforts on Phase II and Phase III was voted out of the EC with minor revisions.  She stated that the 2008 Annual Plan Items 2.a.iv.3, 3.a.vii, and 6.l (Rollover of Redirects on a Firm Basis) were passed out of the EC with the exception of Section 9.7.1.  The EC created a task force to address this section in further detail with FERC staff.  In regards to 2008 Annual Plan Item 6.b.  The WEQ EC has asked the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) and the Time Inadvertent Management Task Force (TIMTF) to review and provide feedback on the comments submitted by industry participants for the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.b/R07020.  She noted the WEQ EC recommended that the WEQ BPS and TIMTF meet with the NERC BACSDT to address any reliability concerns with the recommendation.  Ms. York stated that the EC reviewed three Minor Corrections.  Ms. Rehman withdrew one of the Minor Corrections previously submitted by Bonneville Power Company.  She further stated that updates were provided on the Order 890 Work Plan for the DSM-EE group, and the various subcommittees also provided updates to the EC.  She noted that the Wholesale DR/MV recommendation is currently out for informal comment and will be subject to a possible vote during the December 3, 2008 meeting in Birmingham, Alabama.  She strongly encouraged those interested in the DSM-EE development to attend the meeting in person or via conference call.  Mr. Skiba noted that the NAESB office will soon send a request for information to industry participants for the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  
3. Update on NERC/NAESB TLR Coordination
Mr. Skiba said the WEQ EC reviewed the changes that the WEQ BPS drafted for the WEQ-008 business practice standards as it relates to the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.a.ii.  The EC voted on the recommendation but it did not have enough votes for a supermajority or the 40% threshold of affirmative votes within the six segments.  The notational ballot was sent out on November 14, 2008.  Ms. York noted that TLR 5a. was added for clarification purposes by Tennessee Valley Authority.  She further noted that this addition will not impact the IGO/RTO segment at this time.  She stated that the BPS may want to revisit this language after field tests are conducted to see if the language is still applicable.  Mr. Skiba referenced Appendix C and stated if the language is deemed not applicable, BPS may want to add language to the exceptions portion.  The group tabled discussion in regards to this issue for a later date.  
Mr. Skiba provided a brief update on the TLR coordination for IRO-006-5 and IRO-006-EI-1.  He stated that the Joint NAESB WEQ BPS and NERC TLRDT reviewed both standards and agreed to split IRO-006 into separate sets of standards.  It was determined that IRO-006-5 would apply to most of the energy industry and IRO-006-EI-1 would be applicable only to the Eastern Interconnect.  The standards have been posted on the NERC website for industry comment, which ends November 30, 2008.  He noted that a review of the comment will take place during the next NERC TLRDT meeting on December 10-11, 2008 in Toronto.  Mr. Skiba stated that a SAR was submitted to NERC from Midwest ISO, PJM, and Southwest Power Pool as it relates to parallel flow.  The SAR was reviewed by the NERC Standards Committee (SC) during the September 2008 meeting and a supplemental SAR was later sent to the SC.  Ms. York stated that NAESB will continue to participate in meetings with NERC to ensure that NERC reliability standards are in coordination with NAESB business practice standards.  Mr. Skiba stated that NERC is conducting a field test as it relates to regional market flow differences.  He further stated that this issue may become a line item to be addressed by the BPS in the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.
4. Discussion on “Develop a NAESB time and inadvertent management business practice that provides additional inadvertent payback options and improved time control (R07020)” Recommendation
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the comments submitted in regards to this recommendation.  Mr. Skiba stated that during the September 2008 meeting, the BPS voted this recommendation out of the subcommittee.  He noted that some comments were supportive of the recommendation as written and other comments suggested modifications.  He further noted that comments supplied by NERC suggested additional coordination between NERC and NAESB.  He stated that the EC placed the recommendation on hold until further notice and asked the BPS to provide feedback on the comments.  Mr. Skiba received input from Mr. Rodriguez of NERC and the NERC BAC standards drafting team.  

The group subsequently reviewed and provided feedback to all of the submitted comments.  The group held extensive discussion in regards to the comments provided by ISO New England.  ISO New England requested that modifications to when Time Error Corrections (TEC) would be prohibited if the frequency is bounded at 59.98 and 60.02 Hz. The group’s response to the comment is as follows: The BPS has reviewed the comments.  The field trial will determine if a problem exists during the morning start-up hours.  If a problem does occur during the morning start-up hours, the period when TEC can occur will be revisited by TIMTF.  The Time Monitor who is the RC is the safeguard and can start/stop TEC if it impacts reliability.  The group also reviewed and held discussion in regards to an email submitted by Mr. Rodriquez of NERC.  As per the EC meeting, the EC agreed that the TIMTF/BPS would have a conference call with the BAC SDT to determine the proposed recommendation is not incompatible on the existing NERC Standards.  Mr. Bilke and Mr. Skiba will contact the NERC BACSDT for scheduling arrangements of the conference call with the WEQ BPS and TIMTF in regards to this proposed business practice standard.  The BPS Formal Comment Review is available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps111708a2.xls.  
5. Update on Recommendation for NAESB Definitions of Terms

Mr. Skiba gave an update on the recommendation for NAESB definition of terms.  He noted that during the September 2008 BPS meeting, the group suggested the removal of definitions from individual business practice standards for more consistency within the NAESB Definition of Terms.  He further noted that modifications were made to the following individual business practice standards:  WEQ-005, WEQ-006, WEQ-007 and WEQ-011.  During the November 2008 WEQ EC meeting, the EC agreed to the approach that the WEQ subcommittee co-chairs were undertaking as it relates to the general agreement to developing a common set of definitions.  Mr. Skiba stated that the subcommittee co-chairs asked for clarification on the process.  The EC determined that the subcommittee co-chairs will draft a recommendation of the NAESB Definition of Terms and post them for a formal comment period.  Mr. Skiba said that the subcommittee co-chairs reviewed the definitions during a conference call held November 6, 2008.  He noted that a subsequent meeting of the co-chairs has been scheduled for early December 2008.  He further noted that the goal is to have the recommendation completed and posted for an industry formal comment period by 1st quarter 2009.  
6. Additional BPS Annual Plan Items
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the additional items to the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan.  Mr. Skiba explained that the outstanding items for 2008 will rollover to the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  
· Make changes to business practices as related to inclusion of the NERC Reliability Functional Model functional model entities as NERC undertakes the same efforts
The group held extensive discussion in regards to this item.  Mr. Skiba noted his uncertainty as to this particular item on the WEQ Annual Plan.  The completion for this item was noted “As Requested.”
· Gas / Electric Communication Consistency Changes (R08004)
Mr. Skiba identified this specific item as 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.c-Gas/Electric Communication Consistency Changes.  He explained that the purpose of this item is to rework the following sections of the business practice standards so there are Introduction, Applicability, Definition of Terms and Business Practices Requirements sections.  He further explained that the WEQ ESS/ITS will review the Version 1.0 for OASIS consistency changes and the BPS will review the standard for Gas/Electric Communication protocol changes.
· Provide for Enhanced Granularity for Public Utilities in Identifying Critical Operational Flow Orders. (R08020)
Mr. Skiba drafted this specific standards request.  The request is asking that for the WEQ and Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) BPS to coordinate a process in which there is enhanced granularity for public utilities in identifying critical operational flow orders.  He noted that with the number of notices currently being sent to Public Utilities that do not have an impact on their operations, there is a probability that a public utility may not act upon critical notices.  He stated that by implementing a solution to quickly identify applicable notices the risk of public utilities missing or overlooking applicable notices is reduced.  Mr. Skiba will contact the co-chairs of the WGQ BPS to schedule a meeting between the subcommittees as it relates to this item.  Mr. Cardone, Mr. Busbin, Ms. York, and Mr. Bill Herbsleb noted their interest in participating in this effort.  
· Work with NAESB counsel to develop a confidentiality agreement

The group reviewed and held extensive discussion in regards to this item.  Mr. Skiba questioned whether this item should remain with the Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG).  He noted that the first draft of the agreement was based off of a NERC confidentiality agreement and is now being reviewed by NAESB counsel.  He stated that the BPS should continue to monitor this item.  Mr. McCray questioned whether the agreement would be in place of or addition to the NERC confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Skiba explained the agreement would be in addition to the NERC confidentiality agreement.  He further explained that the agreement was originally tied to the movement of the Electric Industry Registry (EIR) to the TSIN Registry for NERC.  He noted that NAESB would move to the EIR and that the agreement also addresses e-Tag data.  He was uncertain as to whether the confidentiality agreement would cover TSIN and EIR on OASIS.  Ms. Anderson questioned whether the BPS would define the scope of the confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Cardone questioned whether the Request for Proposal (RFP) needed to be completed before the confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Skiba questioned whether the scope of the confidentiality agreement would be broad or specific.  He stated that will contact Mr. Booe of NAESB to provide an update on the confidentiality agreement at the January 2009 meeting.  After discussion, it was determined that the confidentiality agreement will remain under the auspices of the BPS.  
7. Provisional Items
· Develop and or modify business practices related to support of NERC effort on the NERC Resources and Transmission Adequacy and Inadvertent Interchange Data Standards BAL-006 revisions
The group reviewed and held brief discussion in regards 2008 WEQ Annual Plan- Provisional Item 1.  It was determined that this item would be worked on by the BPS and brought forth as an item for the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan. 
8. BPS Input into 2009 WEQ Annual Plan
The group reviewed and held brief discussion in regards to the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  The proposed changes are highlighted in the following document via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps111708w21.doc.
9. BPS Charter

The group held brief discussion in regards to the existence of a BPS charter.  Mr. Skiba said he was uncertain as to whether a BPS charter existed.  He stated that the BPS should create a charter and could model it after similar ones developed by the Electronic Scheduling and Information Technology (ESS/ITS) and Standards Review (SRS) subcommittees, and the Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG).  Ms. York will review the draft of the BPS charter and the draft will be presented during the January 2009 meeting.
10. Schedule 2009 BPS Meetings

Mr. Skiba proposed that the BPS schedule monthly 3 hour conference calls/meetings for 2009.  The group agreed to this proposal.  It was further agreed that the meetings will occur on Mondays and that a face-to-face meeting will occur during summer 2009.  
11. Schedule of Upcoming Meetings
· A joint NAESB BPS and TIMTF conference call with the NERC BACSDT will take place from 1:00PM to 3:00PM Central on December 1, 2008.

· The next WEQ BPS conference call will take place from 1:00PM to 4:00PM Central on January 12, 2009.
12. Action Items

· Mr. Bilke and Mr. Skiba will contact the NERC BACSDT for scheduling arrangements of the conference call with the WEQ BPS and TIMTF in regards to this proposed business practice standard.  A joint NAESB BPS and TIMTF conference call with the NERC BACSDT will take place from 1:00PM to 3:00PM Central on December 1, 2008.
· Mr. Skiba will contact the co-chairs of the WGQ BPS to schedule a meeting between the subcommittees as it relates to 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.o/R08020.
· Mr. Skiba stated that he will contact Mr. Booe of NAESB to provide an update on the confidentiality agreement at the January 2009 meeting.
· Ms. York will review the draft of the BPS charter and the draft will be presented during the January 2009 meeting.
13. Adjourn
Mr. Green moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Pritchard seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 2:14pm Central on November 11, 2008.
14. Attendance
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