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The WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) is requesting that the Executive Committee (EC) modify the WEQ Business Practice WEQ-008 to support the recommendation from NERC that the market flow threshold be changed from zero percent to five percent.  This minor correction will address WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b.ii “Update WEQ-008 Appendix D to include the Market Flow Threshold Percentage recommended by NERC working group/task force.”
Background Information
The WEQ BPS is recommending that this minor correction be approved by the WEQ EC in response to the results of the NERC Operating Reliability Subcommittee (ORS) Market Flow Threshold Task Force.  The Task Force was charged with reviewing the results of the field test and providing a recommendation to the NERC ORS and NERC TLR Standards Drafting Team.  The objective of the field test was to determine a market flow threshold that will allow the three markets (Midwest ISO, PJM and SPP) to consistently meet their relief obligations during TLR.
Based on discussions held with the NERC ORS Market Flow Threshold Task Force representatives, draft meeting minutes from the July 23, 2009 NERC TLR Standards Drafting Team, and email exchanges between the BPS co-chairs and ORS Chair, we anticipate these groups will approve the five percent curtailment threshold. This approval will constitute NERC agreement that the change to the five percent curtailment threshold will address the reliability concern of the markets being unable to consistently meet their relief obligations under the zero percent curtailment threshold. 

The WEQ BPS is proposing this minor correction to stay in lock step with NERC in addressing reliability concerns.
Minor Correction Changes
WEQ-008-1.4 - Delete the section heading and text and mark the section number as “RESERVED”
WEQ-008 Appendix D - Delete the appendix heading and text and mark the appendix as “RESERVED”

Timing of Changes

NERC Timing 

· The NERC TLR Standards Drafting Team is expected to approve the five percent curtailment threshold recommendation when it meets on August 25, 2009.

· The NERC ORS is expected to approve the five percent curtailment threshold recommendation when it meets on September 1, 2009.

· Following these approvals an informational presentation will be made to the NERC Operating Committee on September 15, 2009

· An informational presentation will be made to the NERC Standards Committee during either their September or October 2009 meeting.

NAESB

· Upon approval of this minor correction, NAESB will hold the minor correction in abeyance until the NERC approval of the five percent curtailment threshold.
· The minor corrections will be applied to Version 1.0, Version 2.0, and Version 2.1 of the NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard only after the NERC approval of the five percent curtailment threshold.  Once the minor corrections have been applied they will be filed with the FERC.

Other Considerations
As Appendix D includes components other than the Market Flow Curtailment Threshold, the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee will review the WEQ-008 Appendix D Regional Difference to determine if any components of it may be included in the recommendation to support 2009 WEQ Annual Plan 1.b.i “Parallel Flow Visualization/Mitigation for Reliability Coordinators in the Eastern Interconnection.”
� WEQ-008 Appendix D was originally added to the NAESB TLR Business Practice Standards to document Midwest ISO, PJM, and SPP use of a curtailment threshold percent which is different from the rest of the Eastern Interconnection.  The recommendation to be approved by NERC will result in the percentage being the same for the entire Eastern Interconnection.






Page 1 of 2



