

Comments Submitted by R. Kelley, Bonneville Power Administration

Bonneville Power Administration Comments on NAESB Priority Action Plan 3, 4, and 9
Introduction

The Bonneville Power Administration appreciates the opportunity to submit comments to NAESB on these very important issues.  Demand response is an important resource capable of mitigating congestion, offsetting transmission and distribution investment and lowering peak prices.  BPA supports the efforts of NIST and NAESB to create demand response use cases which can help increase demand response participation across the many market types and sectors throughout the United States.  BPA offers the following informal comments on Priority Action Plan 3, 4 and 9.
Specific Comments

BPA Comments on: Retail DR Use Cases Release 0.1
Section 3.2.1 Declare DR Resources – DR resources should, primary to include autonomous DR resources, a declaration as how the resource is triggered.  If triggered (under what grid conditions the resource operates) by frequency or voltage drop, (i.e. non-dispatchable) the operator needs to know when these resources would impact the system.

Section 4.1.1 Advanced Notification for DR (Bulk Power)

Provisions should be made in the use case for notification of participant enrolled in any DR program to all parties affected. If a DRP is being used by an LSE or is operating independently the distribution provider needs to be informed of enrollment.  This provision is explicit in the Wholesale DR Use Cases but only implied in the Retail DR Use Cases.

Section 4.3 Broadcast Price (Wholesale) for DR Purposes – Location Type should include utility.  In the Pacific Northwest small publically owned utilities are numerous.  In many cases these utilities share feeders with other utilities and may share service within a zone, or a node (as used in other markets) and zip-codes.  Therefore within the Pacific Northwest it will be necessary for location type to include the utility name to help define who is affected and what resource is being dispatched. 

BPA Comments on: Framework for Integrated Demand Response (DR) and Distributed Energy Resources (DER) Models Release 0.1
Section 3.2.3 What is a Distributed Energy Resource? – BPA Seeks clarification as to what NAESB includes in the working definition of a Distributed Energy Resource.  Does NAESB’s definition include residential customers PV and small wind? It seems from the statement that NAESB does not include these resources, “and thus does not address weather dependent variable resources like photovoltaic (PV) or wind generation.” If the working definition of DER does not include these resources then it is suggested that  NAESB make an explicit statement as to such.  If these resources are not included then BPA requests that NAESB rethink their use of the term DER or simply refer to the resource as storage and back-up generation to make clear the small renewable is not part of the use case.

Section 3.2.3 Customer level DER – NAESB states, “The resource becomes formally recognized when a Customer signs up for a specific DR or DER eligible rate or program with a utility or resource aggregator.  BPA advocates that the threshold be lowered to simple notification to the LSE or State Commission that the customer has purchased and plans to interconnect or install a DER resource.  Not all states have a program.  These resources or devices regardless of program inclusion will affect metering, meter data and customer profile data.

Section 3.2.2 Aggregated DER for Bulk System Support – NAESB is using the acronym VPP to mean both Virtual Power Plant and Variable Peak Pricing. 

Section 4.2.2 Regions with No Wholesale Market but With Retail Competition – BPA seeks clarification regarding whether bullet 3 “Business to business integration between utility and third party service providers” would cover the communication needed for notification to all parties potentially affected by customer DR program enrollment.  For example communication and notification is needed between the DRP, the UDC, and the LSE or ESP.  Further BPA seeks clarification as to whether Figures 8,10and 12 reflect the aforementioned notification concept.
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