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EPA staff is supportive of efforts to improve utility customer access to electronic energy consumption data. As a part of the National Action Plan for Energy Efficiency, EPA facilitated stakeholder discussions and released an issue paper entitled “Utility Best Practices Guidelines for Providing Business Customers with Energy Use and Cost Data.” The findings of this paper indicate that an effort like NAESB’s PAP 10 is a needed standard that benefits building owners and managers who need access to electronic data for benchmarking and energy management. 
The finding of the paper most relevant to NAESB’s PAP 10 was the basic need expressed by building owners and managers for access to a minimum of twelve months of electronic utility cost and consumption data for benchmarking. Multi site building owners and managers indicated that monthly historical and current consumption and cost data is either not available electronically or only available in various formats that are difficult to convert into a common format for benchmarking and energy management. 
Being aware of this need in the market, EPA staff recommends that NAESB specifically include in PAP 10 a requirement for monthly usage and costs. Line 198 of the current draft does indicate that “summary information” would be a part of the information model and this would ideally be defined in more detail and include current and historical monthly usage and costs. Ideally, twelve months of history would be defined as a minimum requirement with flexibility to include additional historical data.
Additionally, including monthly usage and cost information can help support national, state, and local initiatives by referencing data compatible with benchmarking using EPA’s ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager tool. Currently, over 160,000 buildings nationwide use Portfolio Manager to benchmark their energy use and the tool requires 12 months of energy consumption for gas, electric, and other fuel types. Portfolio Manager has now also been incorporated into many state and local initiatives such as statewide commercial building benchmarking laws in California and Washington and city commercial building benchmarking laws in New York City, Washington DC, Austin, and Seattle. Local voluntary benchmarking initiatives in Louisville, Portland, Phoenix, Chicago, and many other cities also include the use of Portfolio Manager. A complete list of state and local laws and initiatives leveraging Portfolio Manager is available online (http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/government/State_Local_Govts_Leveraging_ES.pdf). 

One particular use of Portfolio Manager that aligns well with this NAESB effort is EPA’s Automated Benchmarking Service (ABS). ABS is a framework for exchanging data between Portfolio Manger and third party systems using web services and XML. ABS has already been used to successfully deliver twelve months or more of energy data for nearly 50,000 buildings to facilitate energy performance benchmarking. ABS is currently being leveraged by utilities in California and Washington to meet requirements in their state benchmarking laws and is also being used by utilities in Illinois and Wisconsin.  
The exact nature of references to monthly consumption and cost data, Portfolio Manager, and ABS within the standard is open to discussion and EPA staff is available to discuss any opportunities to align these efforts. NAESB can contact Cindy Jacobs, Jacobs.Cindy@epamail.epa.gov, or Tracy Narel, Narel.Tracy@epamail.epa.gov, at EPA to discuss these comments. 
