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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

January 26, 2009
TO:
NAESB Retail Quadrants Executive Committee and Interested Industry Participants
FROM:
Jonathan Booe, NAESB Staff Attorney
RE:
REQ/RGQ Executive Committee Meeting Final Minutes – November 5, 2008
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
RETAIL ELECTRIC AND RETAIL GAS QUADRANTS’
JOINT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Hosted by Dominion – Glen Allen, Virginia
Wednesday, November 5, 2008 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm Eastern
FINAL MINUTES
1.
Welcome

Mr. Novak called the meeting to order and welcomed the Retail Gas Quadrant (“RGQ”) and Retail Electric Quadrant (“REQ”) Executive Committee (“EC”) members and other participants.  Mr. Booe gave the antitrust guidance and called the roll of the RGQ and REQ EC membership and alternates.  Quorum was established.  The other participants, both in attendance and on the phone, introduced themselves.
2. Adoption of Wholesale Gas Draft Agenda and Minutes

Retail Quadrants Draft Agenda:  Mr. Novak reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Precht moved to adopt the agenda and Mr. Nishida seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition.  The participants reviewed the May 14, 2008 Retail Quadrants EC draft minutes.  Mr. Precht offered a few minor corrections.  Mr. Nishida moved to adopt the minutes as revised and Mr. Precht seconded the motion.  The motion passed a simple majority vote.  The final minutes from the May 14, 2008 Joint Retail EC meeting can be found on the NAESB web site through the following link:  http://naesb.org/pdf4/retail_ec051408fm.doc.
3.
Retail Publication Schedule Discussion
Ms. McQuade reviewed the Retail Publication Schedule document contained in the meeting materials.  She noted that the document identifies all of the final actions that will be included in the Retail Version 2 publication and asked the participants to determine a publication timeline.  Mr. Precht stated that the he recalled the participants targeting first quarter 2009 as a publication date.  Mr. Novak concurred.  Mr. Precht stated that the RGQ Business Practice Subcommittee (“BPS”) voted five recommendations out of subcommittee during the November 3-4, 2008 meeting that could be approved at joint EC meeting in February.  The participants discussed the possibility of having a single topic EC meeting to approve the recommendations before the EC meeting in February and determined that the publication date should be set for the end of the 1st quarter 2009.  Ms. Rager noted that the technical implementation for the Texas Registration Agent Model has been completed and that the group is working to finish the data dictionaries.  Mr. Novak stated that the Retail Quadrants must publish at the end of the 1st quarter 2009 because the Wholesale Gas Quadrant is going to publish WGQ Version 1.9 at the end of the 2nd quarter 2009.    
4.
DSM-EE Efforts
Ms. McQuade provided an update of the wholesale DSM/EE effort.  She stated that 45 different demand response programs were reviewed and that measurement and verification standards were developed based on a number of characteristics from those programs.  The ISO/RTOs did a tremendous amount of work to develop these standards that have been out for a formal comment period and will be reviewed at a December 2, 2008 meeting hosted by Southern Company in Birmingham, Alabama.  Mr. Precht stated that the retail side of the DSM/EE effort started out the same way as the wholesale side by putting together a matrix of nine different programs that are being used in the retail area.  He stated that the retail work group has put together a rough outline for the retail model business practices based upon the matrix and that the subject matter experts are meeting November 12-13, 2008 in Baltimore Maryland to continue to develop the outline and ultimately the model business practices.  He also noted that the retail side has used the wholesale standards as a foundation from which to build the retail standards.     

5.
eTariff effort
Ms. McQuade provided an update of the eTariff effort.  She noted that FERC Order No. 714 has been issued and that in 18 months companies will be required to file their tariff’s with the FERC electronically using the NAESB xml schema based standards.  NAESB held a well attended training course on the standards and the process for electronically filing with FERC in Baltimore, Maryland on October 21, 2008. Two additional courses are being offered in Austin, Texas and New Orleans, Louisiana on November 21, 2008 and January 12, 2009, respectively.  Ms. McQuade noted that course provides 6.25 hours of CLE credits and that the FERC will be holding a technical conference concerning electronically filing on December 3, 2008 in Washington D.C.  Mr. Novak noted that FERC Order No. 714 has some additional requirements that could be applicable to companies during the transition period regarding electronic filing.  
6.
Subcommittee Updates and Plan Updates

Triage Subcommittee:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the triage documents distributed on October 20, 2008 and September 8, 2008 on page 131 of the assembled Retail EC Meeting Materials.  Mr. Novak stated that the RGQ BPS will be involved in addressing request R08015 concerning an update to the NAESB Trading Partner Agreement as the RGQ supports the standard contract.
Business Practices Subcommittee:  Mr. Precht provided an update of the BPS activities.  He stated that the BPS conducted two reviews of the model business practices.  The first review was a prepublication cleanup to ensure that all of the business practice language is consistent.  The second review was to determine what modifications must be made to the existing business practices to incorporate the registration agent into areas other than customer enrollment drop and account information change.  The recommended modifications resulting from the review were voted out during the November 4, 2008 meeting and will be sent for a 30 day formal comment period.  Mr. Precht also noted that the BPS would be reviewing the modifications being proposed to the NAESB Trading Partner Agreement to determine the affect on the Retail Quadrants.
Information Requirements (IR) and Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittees (TEIS):  Ms. Rager provided an update of the IR and TEIS activities.  She stated that the Texas Task Force completed the guidelines for the ad hoc piece for the registration agent as well as the customer enrollment drop and account information change.  Mr. Precht noted that nothing would have to be done to the model business practices as a result of the work completed by the Texas Task Force.   

Glossary Subcommittee:  Mr. Edwards stated that the Glossary subcommittee has met twice since the last Retail EC meeting and during those meetings amended and developed 14 terms which are associated with Book 11 in support of the registration agent model.  Ms. McQuade asked if the subcommittee has reviewed the definitions that have been developed on the wholesale electric side in response to demand response.  Ms. Edwards responded that the subcommittee has not, at this point, conducted that review.   Mr. Precht and Mr. Novak suggested that the subcommittee conduct a review to ensure that the definitions created on the wholesale electric side are not in conflict with the current retail definitions and to determine if any definitions should be added to the retail glossary.  Ms. McQuade noted that it would not be premature to conduct the review now that the draft recommendation containing the terms will likely be approved at the December 2, 2008 meeting in Alabama.  
7.
Review, discuss, identify changes and vote to approve changes to the 2008 Annual Plan to be proposed to the Board of Directors and the process for 2009 Annual Plan creation.
Mr. Novak reviewed the 2008 Annual Plan.  The participants addressed every item on the plan and made modifications.  Ms. McQuade asked the participants if there was any opposition to the modifications made to the 2008 Annual Plan.  No opposition was offered.  The modifications made to the 2008 Annual Plan can be found on the NAESB website through the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/retail_ec110508a3.doc.  Mr. Precht and Mr. Novak stated that they would contact the Retail Quadrant subcommittee chairs regarding the creation of the 2009 Retail Annual Plan.  
8.
Discussion and consideration of minor corrections, including discussion on comments submitted and possible votes
Mr. Precht reviewed the minor corrections submitted by the Retail BPS.  Minor corrections were made to Retail Book 0, Book 1, Book 2, Book3, Book 4, Book 6, Book 8, Book 9, Book 10a, Book 10b, Book 10c, Book 11.  Mr. Precht stated that the minor corrections are the result of the two reviews discussed during the BPS update.  He noted that the modifications are not substantive and that they are submitted for the purpose of ensuring the standards remain consistent.  Mr. Precht made a motion to adopt the minor corrections submitted by the BPS.  Ms. Edwards seconded the motion.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.    
9.
Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the materials provided for the Board update and policy changes.  She noted that at the September 25, 2008 Board of Directors meeting, the Board voted to modify the NAESB Certificate, Bylaws, and Standard Operating Practices, as well as increase membership fees and change the revenue structure.  Ms. McQuade stated that Certificate and Bylaws modification requires that a segment must be fully populated at the EC level and Board level in order to exercise a segment block.  For a segment to be considered fully populated at the Board level 80% of a segments seats must be filled and 100% of the seats must be filled at the EC level.  Ms. McQuade noted that the Board action to modify the certificate will require the support of  90% of the membership in order to be ratified.  The Board approved a membership fee increase from $5,000 to $6,500, which has not been modified since 1996.  The increased revenue from the membership fee adjustment should help address some budget issues both now and proposed should the fee remain at the $5000 level.  A drop down box reminding users of the NAESB copyright policy is being added to the website, and software that will prohibit users from downloading the standards to multiple computers is currently being negotiated.  NAESB is also raising the price of its work product and will now charge non-members $900 for the NAESB standards.  This action was proposed in response to extensive research on the price point of work products distributed by other organizations.  
Wholesale Electric and Gas Activities; Regulatory Updates:  Ms. McQuade briefly reviewed the WEQ 2008 Annual Plan and the WGQ 2008 Annual Plan.  Mr. Precht noted that the Trading Partner Agreement item included on the WGQ Plan should be also be added to the Retail 2008 Annual Plan.  Mr. Novak noted that the WGQ EC will discuss FERC Order No. 717 at the meeting tomorrow.  
10.
New Business

Process for Election of 2009 Officers:  Ms. McQuade stated that the NAESB office will be asking the organization’s officers if they are interested in holding their position in 2009 later in the month.  If participants wish to run against the officers or for empty positions they need to give the NAESB office notice as soon as possible.  
11.
Adjourn

Mr. Precht moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Nishida seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:22 PM Eastern. 
11.
Attendance Record
	Retail Gas Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance

	Suppliers Segment
	

	Richard Zollars
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	

	Distribution Segment
	

	Dan Jones
	Duke Energy
	In Person

	Leslie H. Nishida
	Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
	In Person

	Michael Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation
	In Person

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
	In Person

	End User Segment
	

	Service Providers Segment
	


	Retail Electric Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance

	Suppliers Segment
	

	Bill Barkas
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	

	Jansen Pollock
	Constellation NewEnergy
	

	Distribution Segment
	

	Ruth Kiselewich
	Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
	

	Terry Moran
	PSEG
	

	Judy Ray
	Alabama Power Company
	

	Mary Edwards
	Dominion Virginia Power
	In Person

	End User Segment
	

	Service Providers Segment
	

	Jim Minneman
	PPL Solutions, LLC
	Phone

	Jennifer Teel
	EC Power
	

	Susan Munson
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas
	Phone


	Other Participant Attendance

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB
	In Person

	Bill Lohrman
	FERC
	In Person

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Lou Oberski
	Dominion
	In Person

	Denise Rager
	NAESB
	In Person

	Dorothy Rull
	Preferred Legal
	In Person
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