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July 27, 2011

TO:
NAESB Quadrant Executive Committee Members, Alternates and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
Cory Galik Cummings, Staff Attorney

RE:
Retail Executive Committee Meeting Final Minutes

NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD 

RETAIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

MAY 4, 2011

FINAL MINUTES

1. Welcome

Mr. Novak called the meeting to order and welcomed the Retail Electric Quadrant (REQ) and Retail Gas Quadrant (RGQ) Executive Committee (EC) members and other participants.  Ms. Cummings gave the antitrust guidance and REQ and RGQ members and other participants introduced themselves.  Quorum was established. 

2. Consent Agenda

Mr. Minneman moved to adopt the consent agenda, which included adoption of the February 3, 2011 meeting minutes and changes to the 2011 Annual Plan to be proposed to the Board of Directors.  Mr. Miyaji seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition.  

3. Update on Demand Side Management/Energy Efficiency 

Energy Efficiency:  Ms. Michals provided an update of the Retail Energy Efficiency recommendation.  There have been challenges within the work group to confirm the scope of the model business practices, largely related to how they will provide information on general evaluation principles versus measurement and verification.  The work group, in general, agreed that evaluation is an important aspect to include in the recommendation.  In response to concerns that the scope is too broad, volunteers from the work group will develop a set of high level model business practices.  Ms. Michals noted that the purpose of the model business practices is to offer guidance to states that do not currently have evaluation, measurement and verification (EM&V) protocols in place.  The Retail ECs offered guidance, including a solution to list the objectives of various jurisdictions, but indicate that the list is not definitive.  Mr. Minneman noted that various alternatives can be built into the standards.

Ms. Michals also noted a resource constraint due to a similar action currently underway with the Department of Energy’s State Energy Efficiency (SEE) Action Network.  That effort is considering a range of policies and how EM&V guidance would assist program administrators in identifying appropriate EM&V methods.  Ms. McQuade stated that she did not think NAESB and SEE Action’s efforts were duplicative.  The SEE Action work was broader than NAESB’s efforts.  She noted that NAESB would coordinate with both NARUC and the Department of Energy to ensure that the two efforts remained complementary of each other.

Demand Response:  Mr. Precht provided the update on the Retail Demand Response efforts.  The retail demand response work group continued to focus on the development of new model business practices to create common code interfaces and data structures necessary for enrolling demand response sites in a demand response program.  Comverge presented a power point presentation to explain their demand response enrollment process. Mr. Precht is currently using that presentation as a starting point to create process flows to be discussed at the next retail demand response work group meeting.
4. Update on Minor Correction from the Glossary Committee

Ms. Rager provided an update on the minor corrections that were approved via notational ballot.  

5. Update on Smart Grid Activities 

Data Privacy Task Force: The data privacy task force continues to meet weekly to draft its recommendation.  An informal comment period ended last week and the task force reviewed the comments received at its last meeting.  The drafting team created a separate group to incorporate those comments into the recommendation.  A meeting has been scheduled for Friday, May 13 to review the recommendation prior to voting it out of the task force on May 19 for a 30 day formal comment period.

Energy Service Providers Interface: The energy services provider interface task force has continued to meet weekly over the last quarter to develop a recommendation in response to REQ AP Item 9.e (the standardization of the Open ADE specification – which is a specification that describes communications between utilities, customers and 3rd party service providers). This standard is considering an extension of the PAP 10 Energy Usage.  The work group anticipates a second quarter completion date.

6. Retail Quadrants Membership and Status of Retail Restructuring

Ms. McQuade provided the update of the NAESB Retail quadrants membership.  The REQ gained two new members while the RGQ remains consistent in its membership numbers.  The increase is due to NAESB’s efforts in Smart Grid, Demand Response and Energy Efficiency.  While this is a frequent topic at the Board and leadership meetings, it should also be discussed by the Retail ECs.  Mr. Novak noted that he has had discussion in New York about providing technical services for EDI.  Work has been done on marketing guidelines, and while participation has been good, it has not led to increased membership.  Ms. McQuade asked if there was interest in NAESB creating EE model business practices for the gas industry.  Mr. Novak said that, with the exception of combination companies, the natural gas industry was not interested at this time for NAESB to pursue EE standards on its behalf.  For this effort or possibly for the future structure of the organization, Mr. Novak observed that a merger of the two quadrants, with a segment for gas utilities could be considered.  Ms. McQuade noted that it was beneficial to NAESB to keep the two quadrants separate but coordinated on complementary work products, rather than force gas and electric companies to make compromises they would not otherwise have to make – if it were possible to increase the membership number in the retail gas quadrant and identify relevant standards development activities that would attract natural gas companies to participate and join.  Ms. McQuade noted that this agenda item would be included in future EC meetings.

7. Subcommittee Updates

Triage Subcommittee:  Ms. McQuade provided the review of triaged items.  All six new requests were assigned to the Wholesale Gas Quadrant.  

Business Practice Subcommittee:  Mr. Jones provided the update.  For the past five meetings, the BPS has focused on supplier marketing practices, which will be voted out of the subcommittee on June 6.  He encouraged any interested participants to review the recommendation and participate in that vote.  

Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittee (TEIS):  There have been no meetings since the last EC meeting.

Glossary Subcommittee:  Mr. Eynon provided the update.  The subcommittee has met several times since the last EC meeting to approve terms for the supplier marketing practices recommendation.

Contracts Subcommittee:  Mr. Novak provided the update.  The WGQ contract subcommittee has met to discuss whether to update the base contract to incorporate frequently used amendments.  There may be an impact on the retail side, depending on the changes made by the WGQ.  Ms. McQuade asked participants to think about a possible chair for the retail contracts subcommittee.

8. Publication Schedule Review

Ms. Rager provided the review of the publication schedules.  She noted that Retail Publication Version 1.4 was scheduled for 2012.  The WEQ Version 2.2 is scheduled to publish in the third quarter of 2012 and WGQ Version 2.1 is scheduled to publish in July of 2012.  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Minneman to accept April 2012 as the publication date for the next retail publication.    

9. Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates: Ms. McQuade encouraged participants to review the minutes from the March 24, 2011 Board of Directors meeting.  She noted the review of the three prongs of PKI: 1) review the PKI standards to determine if changes are necessary and review them in light of Smart Grid; 2) review the certification for PKI Certificate Authorities (CA) and develop the list of requirements in order to become a CA.   This is being addressed by the Board Certification Committee; 3) determine whether or not it makes sense to have only one CA for a period of time.  This work is being addressed by the Board Critical Infrastructure Committee.

Wholesale Gas and Wholesale Electric Activities:  The WGQ 2011 Annual Plan and the WEQ 2011 Annual Plan were reviewed. 

10. Other Business

Ms. McQuade urged participants to review the 2011 schedule.      

11. Adjourn

Mr. Minneman moved, seconded by Mr. Jones, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 12:28 pm Eastern.

12.
Attendance and Vote Record
	Retail Gas Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance

	Service Providers/Suppliers Segment
	

	Dwight M. Whitley, Jr.
	Sierra Southwest Cooperative Services, Inc.
	

	Richard Zollars
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	Phone

	Distribution Segment
	

	Dan Jones
	Duke Energy
	In Person

	Michael Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation
	Phone

	Julie Compton Pellizzi
	AGL Resources, Inc.
	

	End User Segment/Public Agencies Segment
	

	Retail Electric Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance

	Service Providers/Suppliers Segment
	

	Bill Barkas
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	Phone

	Jim Minneman
	PPL Solutions, LLC
	Phone

	Wendell Miyaji
	Comverge, Inc.
	Phone

	Susan Munson
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas
	Phone

	Utilities Segment
	

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
	Phone

	Patrick Eynon
	Ameren Services
	Phone

	Judy Ray
	Alabama Power Company
	

	Michael Jesensky
	Dominion Virginia Power
	Phone

	End User/Public Agencies Segment
	

	James Bradford Ramsay
	NARUC
	

	Annunciata Marino
	Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
	

	Pam Stonier
	Vermont Public Service Board
	Phone


13.
Other Participants

	Other Participant Attendance

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Catherine Abercrombie
	ConocoPhillips
	Phone

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB
	In Person

	Cory Cummings
	NAESB
	In Person

	Ronda Ferguson
	Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
	Phone

	Ryn Hamilton
	SCE
	Phone

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Julie Michals
	NEEP
	Phone

	Denise Rager
	NAESB
	Phone

	Rodney Sobin
	Alliance to Save Energy
	Phone

	Veronica Thomason
	NAESB
	In Person

	Elizabeth Titus
	NEEP
	Phone

	Jill Vaughn
	Court Reporter
	In Person

	Kevin Warren
	EVO
	Phone

	Eric Winkler
	ISO New England
	Phone
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