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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

February 4, 2009
TO:
NAESB Quadrant Executive Committee Members, Alternates and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
Cory Galik Cummings, Staff Attorney
RE:
Retail Executive Committee Meeting Final Minutes
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD 
RETAIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

February 4, 2009
FINAL MINUTES
1. Welcome

Mr. Novak called the meeting to order at 10:00 am MT and welcomed the Retail Electric (REQ) and Retail Gas (RGQ) Executive Committee (EC) members and other participants.  Ms. Cummings gave the antitrust guidance and REQ and RGQ members and other participants introduced themselves.  Quorum was established.  Mr. Novak reviewed the agenda.  Ms. Kiselewich moved to adopt the agenda and Mr. Precht seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition.
2. Retail Quadrant Draft Minutes
The November 5, 2008 Retail EC meeting minutes were reviewed.  Ms. Kiselewich moved to adopt the minutes and Ms. Edwards seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The final minutes are posted at the following link: http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/retail_ec012109fm.doc.  The January 21, 2009 Retail EC meeting minutes were reviewed.  Mr. Precht was added to the attendee list.  The motion to adopt the minutes was made by Mr. Precht and seconded by Ms. Munson.  The motion passed unanimously.  The final minutes are posted at the following link:  http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/retail_ec012109fm.doc. 
3. Discussion, consideration and vote on recommendation 
Ms. Munson moved, and Mr. Minneman seconded the motion, to adopt all four of the recommendations below.
Recommendation 2008 Retail Annual Plan Item 2a, Part 1 - Customer Enrollment, Drop and Account Information Change including Using a Registration Agent (Technical X12 Implementation Guidelines):  No further changes were made to the recommendation. 
Recommendation 2008 Retail Annual Plan Item 2a, Part 2 - Customer Enrollment, Drop and Account Information Change including Using a Registration Agent (Data Dictionaries):  No further changes were made to the recommendation.
Recommendation 2008 Retail Annual Plan Item 3(iv) and (v), Part 1 - ESI ID Set-up, ESI ID Information Change, and Ad Hoc Historical Usage Using a Registration Agent (Model Business Practices) and Attachment: Attachment:  Mr. Jones recommended a change to RXQ.11.3.8.1 to clarify any potential confusion between account information changes and ESI ID information change.  Ms. Munson and Mr. Minneman accepted that change as a friendly amendment to the recommendation.

Recommendation 2008 Retail Annual Plan Item 3(iv) and (v), Part 2 - ESI ID Set-up, ESI ID Information Change, and Ad Hoc Historical Usage Using a Registration Agent (Technical X12 Implementation Guidelines and Data Dictionaries):  No further changes were made to the recommendation.
There was no discussion on the recommendation other than that posed for the modification noted above. All four recommendations passed a super majority vote without the need for notational ballots.  
4. Discussion, consideration and vote on minor corrections submitted by the Retail BPS

Mr. Precht provided the review of the minor corrections that were voted out at the last EC meeting.  At that time there were changes to the process flows for billing and payments that were needed but the BPS was unable to find the source documents.  Ms. Edwards re-created those process flows, which were reviewed and edited by the BPS.  A motion to adopt the minor corrections was made by Mr. Precht and seconded by Mr. Eynon.  The motion unanimously passed a simple majority voted.  Ms. McQuade reviewed the minor corrections process.
5. Retail Publication Schedule Discussion

The four recommendations that were voted out today will be added to the next retail publication.  It is anticipated that the Version 1.1 publication will be published in the second quarter of 2009.  In order to meet that deadline, the ratifications and minor corrections must be complete in May to allow time for review in June of the items to be published.  By the May 13 Retail EC meeting, all recommendations that will be present in the upcoming publication will have been processed.  A question was raised regarding the status of the work on the Texas Registration Agent.  Ms. Rager stated that Ms. Teele has completed the technical implementation and data dictionary for the Customer Information section.  This work will go out for a 30 day formal comment period.  The work on Customer Enrollment Drop for the non-Texas model was developed but in need of modification.  Ms. Teele would address that work, which may not be complete in time for this publication.  Mr. Novak suggested scheduling a tentative EC call in late April to address any items that may be ready at that time for the publication.  If there are no items at that time, the call can be cancelled.  [There was no conference call held for the tentatively scheduled April 22 date.] 
6. DSM-EE Efforts

Ms. McQuade provided the review of the DSM-EE efforts.  The Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) DR standards are currently out for notational ballot.  There was significant discussion on this topic at yesterday’s WEQ EC meeting which led to an additional item on the WEQ Annual Plan (AP) to indicate that additional WEQ technical work was needed now that the first set of standards were complete – to add granularity to the base of standards.  Ms. McQuade did not expect opposition on the recommendation.   Once the retail work group has a recommendation to present, a DSM-EE subcommittee meeting will be scheduled.  Mr. Precht noted that the retail work group was meeting every other Thursday from 9:00 am to 11:00 a.m. Central in an effort to meet the second quarter completion deadline.  There has been some consideration to create commodity neutral retail standards.  The purpose is not to create model business practices for the retail gas industry but to avoid precluding a future review of the standards if the retail gas industry develops standards in the future.  Ms. McQuade asked Mr. Novak to contact the American Gas Association and other retail gas participants who are not currently involved in the drafting of the recommendation to determine if it is premature for the retail gas quadrant to develop DSM-EE standards.  A decision may be made to make these standards commodity neutral or the state commissioners may make a decision on that issue irrespective of NAESB.  Mr. Novak stated that he would address this issue.  

[At the Board meting on March 26, the retail gas quadrant Board members supported a request by Mr. Novak to remove all references to retail gas in assignments of development of DSM-EE standards, as the retail gas participants have determined it is too premature for them to develop DSM-EE standards.]
7. Subcommittee Updates and Plan Updates

Triage Subcommittee:  Ms. Mcquade noted that new requests have been submitted to the subcommittee and that these requests will be reviewed at a later date.  

Business Practice Subcommittee:  The BPS held some meetings with the WGQ contracts subcommittee to revise the proposed Trading Partner Agreement (TPA).  This is an activity primarily conducted by the WGQ but the retail quadrant has been participating as they share the TPA standard.  The intent of the change is to simplify the agreement by changing the exhibits section into a worksheet format so it can be more easily modified.  The worksheet will contain the more technical data.  The work is expected to be complete in the first quarter.  Mr. Novak expressed concern with moving the list of the data sets into the worksheet because a change in the data sets may require legal review.  He advocated the insertion of frequently asked questions (FAQ) to alert users of the new format.  Mr. Precht said that there had been discussion to add FAQs, but a decision has not been made yet.  

The BPS has met several times since the last EC meeting and voted out several recommendations.  The next conference call is scheduled for March 6.  The group is focused on Customer Inquiries and Ms. Edwards is in the process of developing process flows for Customer Inquiries and Billing and Payments.

Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittee (TEIS) and Texas Task Force:  Ms. McKeever provided the update.  The groups will review the transactions and ERCOT protocols to ensure the work they are producing is comprehensive and there are no gaps in the MBPs.  MBPs for flow diagrams and technical guidelines should be developed for Service Requests, which is included in the AP 2009 Item 8(a) with a fourth quarter completion deadline.
Glossary Subcommittee:  Mr. Eynon provided the review for the Glossary Subcommittee.  In the meetings held since the last EC meeting four new definitions were developed and approved.  NAESB is working with NERC to ensure there are no inconsistencies and to determine whether or not there are any substantive differences between the definitions of the two organizations as it applies to the WEQ.  While there have not been any inconsistencies with NERC, the group has found internal issues which made the project larger than originally anticipated.  Once the WEQ is further along with that work, they will work with the retail quadrants to identify and resolve discrepancies between REQ and WEQ.
8. Review, discuss, identify changes and vote to approve changes to the 2009 Annual Plan to be proposed to the Board of Directors.

Ms. McQuade suggested several changes to the 2009 Annual Plan related to DSM-EE and those changes can be found at the following link: http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/retail_ec020409a11.doc.  An item was inserted between Item 4(a) and (b) to develop more detailed technical standards for the M&V of DR products and services in ISO/RTO footprint areas.  The scope will be initiated in the second quarter of 2009 and the completion date will be scheduled at that time.  The item is still identified as joint between WEQ and Retail. [This was addressed at the March 26 Board meeting in which all RGQ references were removed.]  AP Items 4(a) and (b) will be filed with the FERC while 4(e) will be made available to NARUC and state commissioners.  Some of the retail DR programs feed into the wholesale products and services, and some of the retail standards will refer to the ISO/RTO operating manuals.  The motion to adopt the changes to the AP was made by Ms. Kiselewich and seconded by Mr. Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.
9. Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates:  Ms. McQuade urged participants to review the minutes from the December 18, 2008 Board meeting.  
Wholesale Gas and Electric key activities – WGQ Annual Plan, WEQ Annual Plan:  Mr. Novak noted there was very little standard development occurring at this time.  Most of the WGQ work revolved around the technical committees work to support FERC Order Nos. 712 and 698.  The WEQ has several key areas of development, including DSM-EE.  This month the WEQ will file the remainder of the deadline related work for the FERC Order No. 890.    
Update on Board Retail Structure Review Committee efforts: The Retail Structure Review Committee is currently considering modifications to segments and collapsing some of the segments so that they could more appropriately reflect the retail market.  The committee will provide an update to the NAESB Board during its March 26 meeting.  
April 1-2, 2009 Workshop Announcement: NAESB will host a two-day workshop at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Mr. Boswell, NAESB General Counsel will teach a half day class dealing with NAESB Roles and Responsibilities.  Mr. Miles of FERC will host a day and a half course that relates to negotiation skills.  There will be no charge to attend the class and is available on a first come-first serve basis.  More details are to follow from the NAESB office.
Advisory Council Meeting February 14, 2009- The NAESB Advisory Council Meeting will be held in conjunction with the Winter NARUC meeting on February 14, 2009.  The NARUC Winter Session is take place February 15-18, 2009.  
10. Other Business

NAESB Board and Executive Committee 2009 Meeting Schedule: The participants were encouraged to review the NAESB Board and EC 2009 Meeting Schedule.  The meeting schedule is available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/2009_Brd_EC_Schedule.doc.
11. Adjourn
Ms. Kiselewich moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 12:16 PM Mountain.
12.
Attendance and Vote Record
	Retail Gas Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance
	Vote on the Recommendations

	Suppliers Segment
	
	

	Richard Zollars
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	
	

	Distribution Segment
	
	

	Dan Jones
	Duke Energy
	Phone
	In Favor

	Leslie H. Nishida
	Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
	Phone
	In Favor

	Michael Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation
	Phone
	In Favor

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
	Phone
	In Favor

	End User Segment
	
	

	Service Providers Segment
	
	


	Retail Electric Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance
	Vote on the Recommendations

	Suppliers Segment
	
	

	Bill Barkas
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	
	

	Jansen Pollock
	Constellation NewEnergy
	
	

	Distribution Segment
	
	

	Ruth Kiselewich
	Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
	Phone
	In Favor

	Patrick Eynon
	Ameren Services
	Phone
	In Favor

	Judy Ray
	Alabama Power Company
	Phone
	In Favor

	Mary Edwards
	Dominion Virginia Power
	Phone
	In Favor

	End User Segment
	
	

	Service Providers Segment
	
	

	Jim Minneman
	PPL Solutions, LLC
	Phone
	In Favor

	Jennifer Teel
	EC Power
	
	

	Susan Munson
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas
	Phone
	In Favor


	Other Participant Attendance

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Cory Cummings
	NAESB
	In Person

	Bill Lohrman
	FERC
	In Person

	Debbie McKeever
	ONCOR
	In Person

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Denise Rager
	NAESB
	In Person

	Veronica Thomason
	NAESB
	In Person

	Jill Webb
	
	In Person
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