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North American Energy Standards Board
801 Travis Street, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002
Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org
	Home Page: www.naesb.org


TO:	NAESB Files
FROM: 	Rae McQuade
RE:	Notes from the March 29 Managing Committee Conference Call 
DATE:		March 29, 2012
On March 29, the NAESB Managing Committee called a meeting via conference call to discuss
· the status of the Electric Industry Registry (EIR) testing, 
· the PKI standards, legal issues and personnel matters, and
· the possibility of holding CA vendor showcase.
The conference call convened at 3:15 pm C, with Michael Desselle, as the chairman, opening the meeting. Jonathan Booe, Bill Boswell, Cade Burks, Valerie Crockett, Michael Desselle, Bruce Ellsworth and Rae McQuade were in attendance.  The antitrust guidance was provided, and the agenda was adopted.  
The EIR status was reported as good.  We are in our second day of processing registrations, and close to 200 entities are registered -- most with multiple roles.  There have been few complications, and they were easily resolved with the assistance of OATI, Globalsign, NERC and the NAESB office.  
The ACAs listed on the NAESB website have indicated their intent to follow applicable NAESB PKI WEQ-012 standards.  The Managing Committee reaffirmed that the requirement for affidavits for ACAs would be considered voluntary until the PKI standards in version 2.1[footnoteRef:1] have gone through the review process for change, and the changes adopted by the organization as final actions.  The affidavits[footnoteRef:2] are to be accompanied by the supporting documentation listed in the Board Certification Program.[footnoteRef:3]  The process of reviewing and updating the PKI standards is well underway and it is expected to conclude in a few months.  Until such time, and receipt of the affidavits, the ACAs are considered ACAs “pending approval.”  This “pending approval” status should not impede the testing underway for the EIR. [1:  It is our understanding that the PKI standards are voluntary, per FERC Order No. 676-D, (see http://www.ferc.gov/EventCalendar/Files/20080930182708-RM05-5-005.pdf, paragraph nos. 8, 9 and 10), and discussions with FERC staff.  All authorized certificate authorities are considered “pending approval” until the revisions to the WEQ PKI standards, version 2.1, are complete and the ACAs can then complete the affidavit process outlined in the Board Certification Program.  Once the WEQ PKI standards have been revised, should an ACA not complete the affidavit process, it will be removed from the list of NAESB approved ACAs and will not be permitted to represent its customer base in the EIR.]  [2:  See http://www.naesb.org/misc/aca_affidavit_1.docx and http://www.naesb.org/misc/aca_affidavit_2.docx.]  [3:  See http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd092211a6.docx.] 

Language to the NAESB web site will be added to indicate that the ACAs listed are considered “pending approval” until they complete the affidavit process outlined in the Board Certification Program.  
It was determined that NAESB would provide a forum for  ACAs to showcase their products, which would be helpful to the industry as they determine which ACA they want to represent them as we continue through the registration and parallel testing of the EIR and approach a production environment once the testing is complete.
 No other business was raised.  The meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm.  
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