Baseline Estimates for Measure Burnout vs. Early Retirement
For programs that promote the early retirement of functioning appliances or technology, evaluators should use as the baseline, the estimated energy use of the existing, in place equipment.  This baseline should be applied for a period not to exceed the remaining useful life of the equipment being replaced.  

Where practical, data about the existing equipment should be collected by program implementers who verify the working condition of the equipment, collect the nameplate data and provide estimates of the energy saved by replacing the old unit.  

In lieu of determining useful life and energy savings on a case‑by‑case basis, the standard useful lives of various types of appliances and equipment may be stipulated.  Stipulated useful life assumptions should be clearly documented and readily available for review by utility regulatory staff and other stakeholders.  

Evaluators should NOT assume a standard remaining life for all types (or major groups) of appliances and equipment.    

Evaluators should use, as the baseline, the estimated energy use of the existing in-place equipment for the remaining useful life of the existing equipment.  During this period, the energy savings would be the difference between the usage of the existing, in‑place equipment, and the usage of the new high‑efficiency equipment.  After the remaining useful life of the existing equipment expires, the energy savings will be the difference in energy savings from new standard equipment and the new high‑efficiency equipment for the remaining useful life of the new high‑efficiency equipment.  [Might be useful to write this out in a formula)

