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Informal comments submitted by D. Brooks, ISO New England

· 3rd party auditing or surety assessment

o   ISO-NE supports the use of qualified 3rd parties, (e.g. National Audit firms) to conduct regular audits and surety assessments of WEQ-012 Certified CA’s. No auditing or surety assessments of subscribers is necessary.

· Quarterly reports to NAESB

o   It’s unclear what type of reporting would be expected. Please indicate the type of reporting that a CA may supply to NAESB.

o   ISO-NE would find it beneficial for NAESB to provide WEQ members with regularly scheduled reports of CA audit results, contact information for certified CA’s, a list of revoked CA’s, etc.

· Maintenance of an audit certificate such as SAS-70

o   ISO-NE is supportive of regularly scheduled audit certifications, conducted by industry recognized experts (e.g. National firms) employing appropriate AICPA methodologies, to validate a CA’s compliance with WEQ-012. Subscribers have no such auditing requirement.

· Insurance requirements

o   ISO-NE supports a balanced risk/cost approach to insurance requirements imposed on CA’s. ISO-NE recommends that specific amounts and types of insurance remain outside the scope of the WEQ-012 standard and allow these items to be addressed on an individual basis between CA and subscriber.

· Membership in NAESB or purchase of the NAESB relevant standards

o   ISO-NE believes that standards documentation should be made available to non-members for a nominal fee, sufficient to cover administrative and production costs, in accordance with current NAESB practice. ISO-NE believes that funding for standards development efforts should not depend on the sale of standards materials, but should rely on volunteer participation and/or membership dues. 
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