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                                        North American Energy Standards Board

801 Travis, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org

Home Page: www.naesb.org


via email

TO:
Posting on the NAESB DSM-EE Page (http://www.naesb.org/dsm-ee.asp)
FROM: 
Cory Galik Cummings, NAESB Counsel
RE:
Notes from Board Certification Program Committee conference call – April 4, 2011 
DATE:

April 18, 2011
Dear NAESB Board Certification Program Committee and Interested Parties,
A Board Certification Program Committee (CPC) conference call was held on April 4, 2011.  The following notes resulted from the meeting.
	Agenda Topic
	Results of Discussion

	Administrative:
	The meeting began at 1:00 pm Central on Monday, April 4, 2011.  The roll was taken and participants were welcomed.  Antitrust was given and the agenda was adopted.

	Attendees:
	Leigh Spangler, Latitude Technology 
Valerie Crockett, TVA
Matthew Goldberg, ISO New England

Annabelle Lee, EPRI

Paul Sorenson, OATI

Ed Skiba, Midwest ISO

Chris Unton

Peter Kramp
	Cory Galik Cummings, NAESB
Rae McQuade, NAESB
Steve McElwee, PJM

Dave Darnell, Systrends

Kirk Kubousek, OATI

Patrick Tronnier, OATI

Greg Goodrich, NYISO


Christopher Burden, Williams Gas Pipeline

	Agenda:
	· Administrative: Welcome to members and attendees, Antitrust Guidelines, Introductions, Adoption of Agenda
· Review of the requirements for PKI certification
· Adjourn

	Discussion:
	· Mr. Spangler, chair of the CPC, provided a history of NAESB’s PKI standards.  In 1999 NAESB developed a certification program, which was revised in 2005.  This committee was created for that revision process.  A self-certification process was created in 2007, which was approved by the WEQ EC.  Ms. McQuade added that this meeting was scheduled because there has been discussion on the PKI standards by members and regulators.  The CPC has been tasked with determining if the current standards are robust enough.  The CPC will determine, in part, if there should be requirements identifying how to become a Certificate Authority (CA), and determine if the PKI standards should be modified to accommodate the smart grid.  The standards were originally intended for OASIS and e-tag; that focus has grown.  In the near future, NAESB will receive a request to determine whether the industry should move to a single CA.  
· The PKI standards (WEQ-012) were reviewed by Chairman Wellinghoff and he was pleased with them.  

· Mr. Goldberg asked how the CAs were currently being identified.  Ms. McQuade stated that up to this point, a Certified CA has to have a legal copy of the PKI standards and comply with them.  This committee will determine if there should be more stringent requirements.  Mr. Sorenson noted the checklist created on November 2, 2007 was a self-certification checklist.  It was not approved by the Board because it was tied with the Registry moving from NERC to NAESB.  Ms. Lee stated she was happy to see NAESB work on this because it was important for the smart grid.  She also noted that she was nervous at the possibility of a single CA, which could be a single point of failure.
· Mr. Brooks suggested auditability be added to the standards.  Mr. Spangler responded that was the purpose of this committee, to determine where the standards could be expanded.

· It was suggested that, rather send this to JESS or BPS, a new subcommittee be created to refine the PKI standards because the work would be extremely technical.  It was also noted that the current standards only address Class 2 and no standards existed to define the classes.  
· The committee agreed to review the current compliance checklist for authorized CAs and determine how to update it from both a process and technical perspective.  It will also determine the scope of work to be accomplished by the subcommittee.

	Adjourn:
	The meeting adjourned at 2:21 pm Central.
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