January 12, 2012
via web site post and email

TO:	NAESB Advisory Council and Guests, NAESB Board of Directors, NAESB Executive Committees, Interested Energy Associations and Groups
FROM:		Rae McQuade, President, NAESB
RE:		NAESB Advisory Council Meeting Agenda and Reception

Dear NAESB Advisory Council Members, Guests, NAESB Board of Directors, NAESB Executive Committee members, Executives of Interested Energy Associations and Groups:
	As noted in other communications, it’s that time again for our annual Advisory Council meeting.  NARUC has again graciously worked with us to make room in their winter program for our meeting and reception.  As previously announced, the meeting will be held at the hotel for the NARUC Winter meeting – the Renaissance Washington Hotel, 999 9th Street, Washington, DC, on Saturday February 4, 2012  from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm Eastern in Room 15 [footnoteRef:1].  We have important and timely topics to discuss and plan, so we hope that you can make time in your schedule to join us.  Your thoughts and input will be greatly appreciated. [1:  Please RSVP your intent to attend to Veronica Thomason (vthomason@naesb.org, 713-356-0060) at your earliest convenience.] 

	Bruce Ellsworth is our chairman and will lead us through the meeting.  The meeting will be focused on key issues facing NAESB, areas where Advisory Council guidance would be helpful in determining directions NAESB should take, and a review of our process.  As always, your advice and thoughts would be most helpful to us to ensure we have the right focus and level of commitment to our projects.
	At the conclusion of the meeting, Bruce will direct us to the reception/buffet[footnoteRef:2] – a three hour event where you can relax, enjoy refreshments, and visit.  If you would like to include your spouse or a colleague as additional guests for this reception, by all means, do so.  Other NARUC meetings end at the same time as our council meeting, and we are typically joined by several other state commissioners and staff who were unable to drop in to our Advisory Council meeting.  We look forward to these additional invitees and thank NARUC for publicizing our event.  [2:   The reception/buffet will be held in the Renaissance Washington Hotel, Rooms 12, 13 and 14 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm on Saturday, February 4.] 

	The draft agenda is provided in this packet and meeting materials for the meeting will be made available shortly on our web site for your access at http://www.naesb.org/advcom.asp.  Please let us know if there are other topics you would like to see added.
	On a separate note, if you are considering attending the NARUC meeting, let me urge you to do so.  It is a wonderful forum, highlighting topics of importance to us all.  I have included NARUC President Wright’s letter in the packet for your convenience. 
	As always, we look forward to seeing you -- 

With Best Regards,
Rae
                                   

			
		

NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
801 Travis Street, Suite 1675      Houston, Texas 77002      Phone:  (713) 356-0060    Fax:  (713) 356-0067
email:   naesb@naesb.org      Web Site Address:  www.naesb.org


 

NAESB ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
Renaissance Washington Hotel, 999 9th Street, Washington, DC – Room 15
Saturday, February 4, 2012 -- 4:00 to 6:00 pm Eastern

AGENDA

4:00 pm		1.	Welcome
· Antitrust Guidance
· Welcome to Members and Attendees
· Introduction and Roll Call
· Adoption of Agenda

		2.	Update on Quadrant Activities and Strategic Directions
· WEQ Annual Plans and Issues
· Retail Annual Plans and Issues
· WGQ Annual Plans and Issues

3.	Gas-Electric Harmonization and the National Petroleum Council Report

4.	Shale Gas Reporting Request

5.	Smart Grid, Data Privacy and Energy Usage Information – The Green Button Challenge

		6.	New Business
· Ideas and Suggestions from the Floor
· Election of Chair for 2012

6:00 pm		7.	Adjourn


6:00 to 9:00 pm		Reception/Buffet Immediately Following Meeting in Rooms 12, 13, and 14

Attire – Business Casual
Conference calling will not be provided for this meeting.


2011-2012 ADVISORY COUNCIL
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Bruce Ellsworth	Chairman, NAESB Advisory Council & Former Commissioner, N.H. Public Utilities Commission & Former Chairman, NARUC
	W. Robert Keating		Vice Chairman, NAESB Advisory Council & Former Commissioner, Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
	Charles Acquard		Executive Director, NASUCA
	John Anderson		President & CEO, Electricity Consumers Resource Council
Vicky Bailey	President, Anderson Stratton Enterprises, LOC & Former FERC Commissioner & Former Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of Energy
	Diane Barney		New York State Department of Public Service staff
	Denise Bode		CEO, American Wind Energy Association & Former Commissioner, Oklahoma Corporation Commission
	Nora Brownell		Founding Partner, ESPY Energy Solutions LLC
	Frederick Butler		Former Commissioner, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
	Steve Chesebro’		Chairman, Harvest Natural Resources & Founding and First Chairman, Gas Industry Standards Board and North American Energy Stds. Board
	Alex DeBoissiere		Senior Vice President, UIL Holdings Corporation & Former General Counsel, NAESB
	David Eichenlaub		Virginia Corporation Commission staff
	Jim Fama		Executive Director, Edison Electric Institute
	Michelle Michot Foss		Chief Energy Economist and Head of Center for Energy Economics, University of Texas
	Christopher Freitas		Program Manager, U.S. Department of Energy  
	Robert Gee		President, The Gee Strategies Group & Former Assistant Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Energy & Former Chair, Public Utility Commission of Texas
	Charles Gray		Executive Director, NARUC
	Robert Gray		Arizona Corporation Commission staff
	Craig Goodman		President & CEO, NEM
	Sheila Hollis		Partner, Duane, Morris, LLP
	James Kerr, II		Former Commissioner, North Carolina Utilities Commission
	Rebecca Klein		Managing Partner, Loeffler Tuggey Pauerstein and Rosenthal LLP & Former Chair, Texas Public Utility Commission
	Jerry Langdon		Chief Administrative & Compliance Officer, Energy Transfer Partners & Former FERC Commissioner
	Annunciata Marino		Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission staff
	Don Mason		Former Commissioner, Ohio Public Utilities Commission
	Dave Nevius		Vice President, NERC
	Thomas Pearce		Public Utilities Commission of Ohio staff
	Bob Rowe		President and CEO Northwestern Energy & Former Chairman, Montana Public Service Commission
	Howard Shafferman		Partner, Ballard Spahr Andrews and Ingersoll, LLP
John Shelk	President and CEO, Electric Power Supply Association
	Lou Ann Westerfield		Idaho Public Utility Commission staff
   	David Wollman		National Institute of Standards and Technology

ADVISORY COUNCIL PROFILE:  2011-2012
The NAESB Advisory Council was formed in 2000 with the adoption of the NAESB Certificate of Incorporation, Article 3, §8:
Advisory Council.  The Board of Directors shall establish a permanent, standing advisory committee to be composed of representatives of federal, state, and local agencies; public interest groups; non-profit research organizations; and similar organizations, selected pursuant to procedures set forth in the By-Laws.  The Board of Directors and the Executive Committee shall seek the advice of this committee as either deems appropriate.
The Advisory Council is an offshoot of the Gas Industry Standards Board Advisory Committee - -which was formed in 1994 as part of the creation of GISB.
For its purpose, the Advisory Council provides guidance to the Board officers, Board members and Executive Committees regarding the organization’s plans and strategies, standards development activities, and accomplishments.   The advice of the council members is sought out for challenges that the organization has planned to undertake or has already made commitments to address.
This advice can be offered to NAESB in a number of ways:
· First, there is the meeting of the Advisory Council, which occurs in conjunction with the NARUC winter meeting.  At this meeting, NAESB will address accomplishments of the prior year, activities underway, and plans for the future.  The activities and plans will focus on standards development but may also include organizational or strategic issues.  The meeting is noticed by NAESB and posted on its web site with meeting materials.  The meeting is open to any interested party.
· Second, NAESB holds monthly update conference calls – one hour in duration, set up specifically to brief Advisory Council members and their staff on issues of importance to NAESB.  The briefings are given by subject matter experts (SMEs) within NAESB and offer the participants the opportunity to ask questions, give input or call the SMEs at a later date for additional information.  Several state commission staff assist in drafting the agenda.  Contact information for the SMEs is provided with the agenda.  The conference call is noticed by NAESB and posted on its web site with meeting materials.  The call is open to any interested party.
· Third, the Advisory Council chairman, Bruce Ellsworth, attends and is indeed a member of the NAESB Board of Directors.  During any of the Board meetings or other NAESB meetings, the chairman can offer the advice of the council and bring back issues for the council to consider.  Chairman Ellsworth can also call a meeting of the Advisory Council as needed – either in person or by teleconference. 
· Fourth, there are multiple opportunities for the Advisory Council members to weigh in on recommended standards or potential directions – through comment periods, email requests for input, whenever a council member chooses to weigh in on a particular item under NAESB consideration, or for a new item that NAESB should consider.
NAESB is fortunate to have a strong Advisory Council from 1994 onward, who has provided input on many challenging issues such as the use of the Internet for business transactions, the creation of gas nomination time periods to streamline the process for transmission of natural gas, the transition from GISB to NAESB, gas-electric coordination, gas quality reporting, coordination with NERC, the development of standards to support retail choice programs, the development of standards to support NERC reliability standards, the creation of standards to support wholesale electric electronic scheduling, and the development of standards to support demand response and distributed energy resources programs, energy efficiency programs, and Smart Grid.  
We want to thank the Advisory Council members for providing guidance as we address our strategic plans and annual standards development plans.  The council’s advice is invaluable in ensuring that NAESB stays coordinated in a public-private partnership with the regulatory officials and related industry associations as we set business practices and technical standards.

COMMUNICATION FROM NARUC PRESIDENT DAVID WRIGHT
Dear Colleagues,
How fitting is it that my first NARUC meeting as president coincides with the big game? After all, my theme for the year is, “Effective Regulation Takes Teamwork.” And just as we know that it takes great teams to win championships, it also takes strong teamwork to produce quality regulation for our consumers. With this in mind, I hope you plan on joining NARUC in Washington from Feb. 5-8 for our Winter Committee Meetings and then for the Feb. 8-9 National Electricity Forum, co-sponsored by the Department of Energy, at the Renaissance Washington Hotel. We might be meeting a few days earlier than usual, but our playbook is loaded with great speakers and terrific content. Our starting lineup includes Energy Secretary Steven Chu, who will kick off the Electricity Forum on Wednesday, Feb. 8, Senator Lisa Murkowski, ranking member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, and Daniel Yergin, chairman of IHS Cambridge Energy Research Associates and author of “The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World,” who will both deliver keynote addresses on Tuesday, Feb. 7. We’ll also hear from National Cable & Telecommunications Association President and CEO Michael Powell, Electric Power Research Institute President Dr. Michael Howard, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Chair Jon Wellinghoff, Dominion Chairman, President and CEO Thomas Farrell, NRG Energy President and CEO David Crane, and PSEG Group Chairman, President and CEO Dr. Ralph Izzo. In addition, we’ll host the first meeting of the just-announced Federal Energy Regulatory Commission-NARUC Joint Forum on Reliability and the Environment on Tuesday, Feb. 7. This forum will discuss reliability impacts of new environmental rules, so if you are interested in this topic, you will not want to miss this session. The FERC-NARUC Collaborative on Smart Response will be held, per usual, on Sunday, Feb. 5. Other topics of note will include discussions on the Federal Communications Commission's Universal Service reform order, future energy technologies, water infrastructure and innovation, nuclear-waste policy, and much more. Agendas and registration information can be found here: http://winter.narucmeetings.org/ and here: http://www.nationalelectricityforum.org/. Please join us in Washington this February! 
Sincerely,

David Wright
President, NARUC
Vice Chair, South Carolina Public Service Commission 
Follow NARUC on Twitter! http://twitter.com/naruc
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