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TO:
NERC/NAESB Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) and Interested Industry Parties
FROM: 
Laura B. Kennedy, Director, Standards Development 

RE
Final Minutes from the NERC/NAESB Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) conference call – June 6, 2007
DATE:

August 9, 2007
Wholesale Electric Quadrant
NERC/NAESB JOINT INTERCHANGE SCHEDULING WORKING GROUP 
jUNE 6, 2007 CONFERENCE CALL
Final Minutes
1. Administrative
Mr. Hansen welcomed the participants to the meeting.  Ms. Kennedy gave the anti-trust guidance.  Ms. Perlman moved, seconded by Mr. Fisher, to adopt the agenda with revisions made to move Item 4 to be Item 2; Item 2 to be Item 3; a new Item 4 – Discussion moving e-Tag to a commercial standard; and Item 3 to be Item 5.  The motion was adopted without objection.
2. Discussion of revision to e-Tag spec Version 1.8 to include the conditional firm functionality set forth in Order 890
Mr. Hansen stated that at the last meeting, the JISWG was working to respond to various requests to add modifications to the e-Tag specification Version 1.8 for conditional firm.  Ms. Nichols-Kinas stated that Order 890 is supposed to be implemented in mid-September.  Mr. Sorenson stated that there should be an interim way to handle conditional firm by mid-September.  The e-Tag specification is due to be implemented at the end of December 2007.
Mr. Hansen stated that the vendors are working on the final version of e-Tag version 1.8 and to add functionality for conditional firm would change message types to change the priority for product codes will modify the existing specification.  Mr. Hansen asked if adding changes for conditional firm would risk the rollout of Version 1.8 to be postponed.  Mr. Lewis stated that if he knows how the group wants to go within the next week or two, he can work it in to the specification before testing begins.  Mr. Hansen stated that if the JISWG chooses to proceed, then he recommended that the ESS/ITS and JISWG have a conference call to develop the design and post for industry review.

Mr. Sorenson noted that conditional firm may be the subject of rehearing.  Mr. Harshbarger stated that FERC staff had told him that while Transmission Providers were not directed to work with NAESB to develop business practices for conditional firm, they wanted to ensure that the industry participants were working on the mechanical implementation on the e-Tag changes.  Mr. Harshbarger stated that he told the FERC staff that the JISWG was working on several options of what could be done both in e-Tag and on OASIS.

Mr. Hansen suggested that the JISWG draft a proposal for the modifications to the e-Tag specification for conditional firm and post for informal industry comment for thirty days.  The JISWG supported Mr. Hansen’s suggestion and determined that prior to posting a proposal for informal comment, the JISWG should meet jointly with the NAESB ESS/ITS to present its proposal to the participants on the ESS/ITS.  The JISWG agreed to schedule a conference call on June 14 as a joint meeting of the JISWG and ESS/ITS.
3. Complete Recommendation for Request No. R07007 (Update the Timing Table to Reflect the Categories (On-Time, Late, After the fact, and Pre-late) used in the latest e-Tag Spec with respect to receipt of an Arranged Interchange (RFI))
Next, the JISWG reviewed the draft recommendation to modify the timing tables in the NAESB Coordinate Interchange standards (WEQ 004) for Request No. R07007 posted as a work paper for this meeting:  Timing Table Changes for Draft Recommendation R07007.  Mr. Hansen reviewed the modifications to the draft since the previous meeting.  After further discussion, Mr. Fisher moved, seconded by Mr. Sorenson, to adopt the recommendation and to send to the ESS/ITS for adoption.  The motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Kennedy stated that she would fix the header of the document so that it would be in the proper format going forward.  The revised recommendation is posted as an attachment to the minutes:  Attachment - Recommendation R07007 - Revised 06/06/2007.
4. Discussion on moving e-Tag to a commercial standard
This item was not discussed.

5. Presentation and Review of e-Tag project assignments
Next, the JISWG reviewed the various e-Tag project assignments posted as work papers for this meeting:  E-Tag 1.8 Comments; Second Draft of E-Tag 1.8 Comments Form - 5/10/07; Unofficial E-Tag 1.8 Comments - 6/5/07; E-Tag Spec. 1.8 Final - Redline; Structured Test Script; Structured Test 1.8; Interoperability Testing Plan; and Implementation Schedule.
First, the JISWG reviewed and modified the Interoperability Testing Plan.  The modifications to the document are posted as an attachment to the minutes:  Attachment - e-Tag Version 1.8 Cutover Plan - Revised 06/06/2007.
Next, the JISWG reviewed the Implementation Schedule.  Mr. Lewis stated that OATI would not be available to test on October 22.  He asked if the tests would be done on consecutive weeks or if it would be done with a week in between.  Mr. Fisher stated that the intent was to test with a week in between each test.  Mr. Tritch stated that he would rather test in consecutive weeks.  Mr. Hansen suggested that there be a vendor coordination call on Monday and Tuesday the tests would be conducted.  On Wednesday of the testing weeks, there would be a test summary call.
After further discussion, the JISWG agreed to the following implementation schedule:  

Week 1:  August 6-10, 2007

Monday, August 6, 2007 - Vendor Coordination Call

Tuesday, August 7, 2007 - Conduct Tests:  1300-1700 Central Prevailing Time

Wednesday, August 8, 2007 – Conduct a "Test Summary" conference call

Thursday, August 9, 2007 - Conduct Failed Tests

Friday, August 10, 2007 - off

Weeks 2 and 3:  August 13-24, 2007

Monday, August 13 and 20, 2007 – Conduct Tests:  1300-1700 Central Prevailing Time

Tuesday, August 14 and 21, 2007 – Conduct a “Test Summary” conference call

Wednesday, August 15 and 22, 2007 - Conduct Failed Tests

Thursday, August 16 and 23, 2007 - off

Friday, August 17 and 24, 2007 - off

Optional test periods:

Conditional Firm Testing: Dates to be decided

Final Interoperability Test if desired by any vendor:  November 5-9, 2007

The revised Implementation Schedule is posted as an attachment to the minutes:  Attachment - e-Tag Version 1.8 Test Schedule - Revised 06/06/2007.

The JISWG reviewed the Structured Test Script and Structured Test 1.8 work papers.  Mr. Lewis requested that Mr. Hansen write comments regarding test roles.  Mr. Hansen stated that he would capture those comments in the next version of the Implementation Schedule.
Mr. Lewis asked if the Structured Test Script was the script for the first week of testing.  Mr. Hansen stated that tests would be repeated in weeks two and three only if it failed for anyone.

The revised Structured Test Script is posted as an attachment to these minutes:  Attachment - e-Tag Version 1.8 Structures Test Script.
6. Other Business/Next Steps
The JISWG will meet jointly with the ESS/ITS on June 14, 2007 via conference call from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM Central to discuss the JISWG proposal for changes to the e-Tag specification for conditional firm.
The JISWG will meet via conference call on June 19, 2007 from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM Central.
7. Adjourn
Mr. Fisher moved, seconded by Mr. Sorenson, to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM Central.
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