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Date:       May 15, 2008

Reason:  e-Tag 1.8.1 Informal Comments

Deadline for Informal Comments:  May 20, 2008

My comment deals with the implementation of the e-Tag function called Extension. I don’t believe the current e-Tag specifications captured the original intent of the e-Tag Extension function. It is possible to extent an e-Tag such that the “extended” hour is not the next incremental hour in time.  The “extended” hour can be an hour or hours into the future. Current specifications will automatically set Transmission Allocations (TA) and Energy Profiles (EP) for all in-between hours to zero. 
Below is an example of the Extension where all profile changes passed current e-Tag specifications. 





Start
End

Req
Type of change

Hour
Hour
MW

(0)
Original Profile


15
16
200

(1)
Extension


17
18
100
                                                                 <TA/EP values were set to zero for 16-17 hour>

(2)
Adjustment


16
17
100

After talking with the e-Tag author, they said they did not mean to extend the 17-18 hour. They thought they were extending the 16-17 hour. After our phone call, they quickly did an adjustment for the 16-17 hour before the end of hour intended to be.
One major concern is if the “extend” hour is actually several hours into the future. The e-Tag author or even Reliability Entities might not realize that if a PSE adjustment is not issued in a timely manner, then the Transmission Allocation and Energy Profile values will automatically be adjusted to zero for all in-between hours up to the “extended” hour.

I have also attached some of the current e-Tag language about the Extension function. I don’t believe the language clearly conveys the above situation.
1.3 Tagging Terminology

Extension – a Request that includes energy flow and/or transmission capacity for unscheduled hours of an Interchange Transaction, in order that such a change may be implemented and resources committed

2.6.1.3 Submitting a Profile Change Request

· Extensions must be received NO LATER than the last time specified in any profile in the e-Tag. E e-Tags may NOT be extended once the e-Tag’s profile (including any previous extensions) has been completed.  ATF e-Tags may not be extended.

· Should an e-Tag Author need to modify a transmission allocation then the e-Tag Author must specify the change in the same manner in which profile change or extension would be performed.  For example, if a request was made to extend an e-Tag for an additional hour (while intending to utilize the same transmission reservation as used in the previous hour), then an allocation exception would be inserted that specified the additional hour.

3.6.1.3 Processing a Profile Change Request Submission

· Should an e-Tag Author need to modify an allocation, the changes must be specified in the same manner in which profile change or extension would be processed.  For example, if a request was made to have a transaction for an additional hour, and the requestor desired to use the same reservation that was used for the previous hour, an allocation exception would be inserted that specified the additional hour.

