Comments Submitted by Tim Kannel, Minneapolis Consulting Group



From: Tim Kannel  
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2008 3:18 PM
To: 'James Hansen'; 'Harshbarger, Robert'; 'naesb@naesb.org'
Cc: Patrick Cromer
Subject: RE: COMMENTS DUE: Proposed e-Tag 1.8.1 Revisions
MCG has some additional items for consideration for eTag 1.8.1:
 

 

Addition/Removal of Entities
-----------------------------------------
The spec does not sufficiently address the potential addition or removal of entities after the original
tag request.  It does mention addition or removal of entities in regards to corrections,
but is inconsistent.  Specifically, such changes are prohibited in sections 3.6.1.2 and 1.6.22,
but the opposite case is implied in section in 3.6.2.2, which discusses the distribution requirements
related to entities that do get added or removed.   (Note that NAESB doc R05001
also has information on corrections which is relevant to this issue.)
 

Also, there is a potential for the addition of entities in profile change requests, via the
customer entity specified in new transmission allocations. The spec does not address
this possibility.  If an entity is added in this way, they won't be able to process the
request distribution unless prior requests are sent first.
 

The spec either needs to be clarified to more clearly prohibit such changes or
needs to specify the distribution requirements for both corrections and profile changes
in such cases (and allow the ability for added entities to issue tag recovery queries).
 

 

Tag Recovery
-------------------
It has been observed that it sometimes take a long time to receive callbacks to asynchronous queries.
A requirement should be added to the spec indicating that the authority service should send callbacks
within a certain number of minutes (e.g., 5 minutes),  aside from any system problems occurring at
the time or performance concerns.  Basically, if the service can send out callbacks
within 5 minutes (or whatever the requirement is), then it should attempt to do so.
 

 

Minor spec cleanup
----------------------------
1) Remove this line (and any similar lines) from the spec:
" A Withdrawal must be accompanied by a reason that explains why the Withdrawal was made."
(sections 2.6.3.2, 3.6.3.2 and 4.6.3.2)
 

This statement is inconsistent with the XML schema, which doesn't require the "Notes" element,
and the vendors are not currently enforcing this requirement anyway.
 

(Section 1.6.3.2 also refers to the Agent service only, which is not the only service that can
issue withdrawals).
 

 

2)   Remove the following line from section 4.6.3.1:
"The version of data being corrected must be the most recent correction held by the Authority "
 

Ditto for this line in section 3.6.3.1:
" The entity attempting to set State must have the most recent correction of the data within its scope"
 

These lines appear to be leftovers from etag 1.7, in reference to the correction information that
was included in the 1.7 SetState messages.
