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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 356-0060 (phone), (713) 356-0067 (fax) 
naesb@naesb.org (email), www.naesb.org (web site)

North American Energy Standards Board operating Practices
procedures for interpretation

The Interpretations Subcommittee is a segment-balanced named member subcommittee of the each quadrant’s Executive Committee (EC), whose mission is:

· to receive Requests for Interpretation of NAESB Standards and Model Business Practices; 

· to solicit input as to the source and nature of the circumstances giving rise to the Request for Interpretation; and

· to work in conjunction with other subcommittees within NAESB to develop recommendations with respect to the processing of a Request for Interpretation, in response to such requests; for review and determination by the quadrant’s EC.

1.0
request for interpretation


Interpretations shall be initiated, as warranted, in accordance with the procedures set forth herein, and in compliance with the NAESB Operating Practices -- "Procedures for Adopting Standards".


Requests for interpretation shall be submitted electronically to the NAESB Executive Director using the attached form.  The request will be forwarded to the applicable quadrant’s EC and Interpretation Subcommittee. The Interpretation Subcommittee shall prepare a response for the EC.  The request and all comments and work papers provided for the request will be posted on the NAESB web site.  

2.0
interpretation subcommittee


Each quadrant’s EC shall form a standing Interpretation Subcommittee, whose membership shall be comprised of two NAESB members from each segment of that quadrant, as selected by the respective segment members of that quadrant.  The members of the subcommittee can invite others to participate as needed.  All meetings or conference calls will be open for participation to any interested party, regardless of NAESB membership status.  

The subcommittee's only function is to respond to written requests for interpretation. The subcommittee reports to the EC.  The responses prepared by the Interpretation Subcommittee shall be forwarded to the Executive Director for distribution to the EC.  

The members that comprise the Interpretations Subcommittee shall be (i) NAESB members in good standing; and (ii) current Board members, current EC members or current EC alternates of the applicable quadrant.  The segment members of the applicable quadrant will select the two representatives to be seated on the Interpretations Subcommittee.  

The term of service is determined by the Interpretations Subcommittee.  As vacancies occur, the members of the applicable segment for the vacancy will choose, through election, new members of the Interpretations Subcommittee.


The Interpretation Subcommittee shall meet as often as is necessary to prepare responses to the requests for interpretation.  The meetings can be held via phone conference and decisions can be made through notational ballot if the subcommittee so determines.

3.0
RESPONSES to requests for interpretation

The interpretations drafted by the Interpretation Subcommittee will be forwarded to the Executive Director for distribution to the EC.  The EC shall consider the responses at the next regularly scheduled meeting and vote on adoption of the interpretation. 


The EC must approve all interpretations following the voting requirements in Article V, Section 4 of the Certificate of Incorporation.  If interpretation requires that an existing NAESB standard be modified, the procedures for revising a standard will be used, as defined in the NAESB Operating Practices -- "Procedures for Adopting Standards".  The Interpretations Subcommittee will draft the request for standards modification.


The action taken by the EC and the resulting interpretation shall be forwarded to the requester and posted on the NAESB web site.  All attempts should be made to complete a response and forward such to the requester within 90 days of receipt of the request. 

4.0
Steps to be followed for an interpretation

1.
Request for interpretation should be submitted electronically to the NAESB office using the approved form. 

2.
The request is posted on the NAESB web site and forwarded electronically to the EC and Interpretation Subcommittee.

3.
An industry comment period follows on the submitted request - with comments to be filed with the NAESB office electronically. The comments will be posted on the NAESB web site.  The comments will be forwarded to the members of the Interpretation Subcommittee.

4.
Meeting notices and agenda items would be posted on the web site prior to the time when the Interpretation Subcommittee meets to discuss the submitted request and comments filed on the request.

5.
The meetings are open to any interested party regardless of membership status within NAESB.

6.
The Interpretation Subcommittee drafts a response to the request, which is posted on the NAESB web site.  The response can take the form of: (i)  an interpretation, (ii) a withdrawal from the requestor, or (iii)  a recommendation that the interpretation is better addressed as a request for standards development or standards modification.
7.
If an interpretation is drafted, a formal industry comment period follows regarding the response from the Interpretation Subcommittee.  Comments should be submitted to the NAESB office electronically.  The comments will be posted and forwarded to the EC and Interpretation Subcommittee.

8.
At the next EC meeting, the EC will consider the response and submitted comments, and vote on the response. To adopt an interpretation requires the same threshold of affirmative votes by the EC as the adoption of a standard.

9.
General membership vote, to ratify the EC adoption, will be called, in the same manner as is used for ratification of standards.

10.
Overall, the Interpretation Subcommittee and EC are encouraged to act expediently such that the timeline of the above nine steps not exceed 90 days.  
REQUEST FOR INTERPRETATION

Date:  __________________________

Requester Name:  ___________________________________________________________________

Company: _________________________________________________________________________

Phone, Fax, E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________

NAESB Standard Number:  ______________________

Interpretation request:

Possible interpretations, if known:

