Idaho Power Company’s Informal Comments on Proposed Changes to WEQ-001

001-4.9.1
Requests for short-term firm and non-firm point-to-point service that are submitted as pre-confirmed shall not be allowed to be WITHDRAWN by the Customer unless the request status is COUNTEROFFER or REBID.

Comment:
If the TP is allowed to show discretion in 001-4.9.2, could 4.9.1 also be set up to allow that discretion? For example, if an hourly non-firm product is REQUIRED to be pre-confirmed based on a TP’s business practice, that TP can also establish in its business practices that it can be withdrawn by the customer. This allows for the withdrawal by the customer when mistakes are made on those products that are required to be pre-confirmed by a TP. By saying the request SHALL NOT be allowed to be withdrawn puts more work on the TP when an error by the customer is made on a required pre-confirmed non-firm hourly product. We would agree that any request that is voluntarily submitted as pre-confirmed rather than required to be submitted as pre-confirmed shall not be allowed to be withdrawn.

001-4.9.2
Transmission Customers may request that the Transmission Provider void a pre-confirmed request/reservation for short-term firm or non-firm point-to-point service.  Honoring such a request is at the discretion of the Transmission Provider.

Comment:
What would be the action taken by a TP to “void” the request?  What is the actual state the request should go to?
001-4.10.3
The Transmission Customer and Transmission Provider shall positively acknowledge and agree to both the price and capacity over time prior to confirmation of the transmission service request.

Comment:
Not all transmission providers compete on price. For those that do not, we need to make sure that they retain the ability to adjust the price to the current OATT price in effect at the time service is taken. Some TP’s have an approved FERC formula rate that changes each year and the price the customer pays will not necessarily be the bid/offer price reflected on the transmission request, but will instead be the tariff rate in effect at time of service.  By saying that the TP shall positively agree to the price makes it appear that we will honor the price at the time the service is requested and not necessarily at the time the service is used. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback.
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