Concepts for 

Network Integration Transmission Service (NITS) 

on OASIS

Motion passed on 2/25/2008:

Ms. Franz would like to make the motion to move that the work on the scope of the NITS on OASIS will be a broad scope for determining business requirements.
Overview of Process

· Customer initiates requests for designation, redesignation and change in status for undesignation of resources and requests to designate and undesignate loads over OASIS.

· Customer submits/transmission provider approves/customer confirms

· Designation of Resources

· Temporary Undesignation of Resources (optional with regards to whether the transmission provider has the right to reject submissions for undesignation)

· Redesignation of Resources
· Permanent Undesignation (optional with regards to whether the transmission provider has the right to reject submissions for undesignation)

· Designation of loads 

· Undesignation of loads

· Need flexibility to make undesignation a “request” depending on TP-specific OATT provisions

· Who is responsible to validate/update the information on OASIS that is being changed:

· ATC = Transmission Provider
· List of Current DNRs = Obtainable via a query
Initial Application

· Incrementally define resources and loads, modify, etc… (a working space for building the application before submitting it)
Designation Resources

· Specify all data as defined in 29.2 (Application Procedure)

· On system vs. off system – different data collection templates?
· Ability of TP to disable certain fields (depending on tariff)
· For example, some TPs have eliminated the requirement from their tariff to name a source control area

· Off system transmission arrangements (zero to many)
· TP, AREF, Others?

· At time of designation or time of scheduling? (Paragraph 923, fn 336, Order 890-A) 
· Within x days of approval of the DNR?
· Dispatching order

· Power Purchase Contract vs. Generator Sale?
· TP response to request for designation may include scheduling instructions, for example, unique source name
· Rollover Rights

Undesignation of Resources

· Temporary vs. Permanent
· Simultaneous (contingent) requests to undesignate and requests for point to point transmission service
· Simultaneous (contingent) requests to undesignate and requests for a new DNR?
· Rollover Rights
· Temporary un-designation with a future redesignation
· Time Period of un-designation (START/STOP)
· Attestation for re-designation?
· Partial un-designation
Designations of Loads

· Allow loads outside the TPs balancing authority area
· Ability to designate one to many loads 
· TP to determine granularity of load specification (e.g. what is a “new designated network load”, is it every house, a substation, a load pocket, a sink?) based on system configuration, TP needs, customer needs
Un-designations of Loads 
· Will need to provide functionality to accommodate for 890 requirements. No participants have experience with this issue. 

· Will need flexibility in granularity consistent with the granularity determined by the TP for designations of network load.
Miscellaneous Designation/Undesignation
· Support for the ability to bind documents, images, or other data with the information necessary

· Liquidated Damages

· Flexibility to allow for retail choice programs (e.g., Wholesale Distribution Service)

Forecast issues

· Ability to have customers input/upload loads and resource forecasts directly to OASIS. 

· Allow, but do not require TPs to institute. 

· Format should be “computer readable” such that information can, if applicable, be included in ATC calculation
· Ability to mask some of the inputs 

Determine transmission provider needs including ATC calculations, auditing and tracking 

· ATC calculations

· Matrix of allocation of transmission “reservation” over posted paths for  POR/POD or resources/loads, as applicable, combinations
· Tracking and Transparency:

· The ability of OASIS users to query an “active” list of current DNRs – ability to query, and net of undesignations (temporary and permanent, and partial undesignation - redesignation )

· The ability of OASIS users to query the disposition of the request to designate and the designation status of loads and resources.  

· Need to review all data submitted on NITS service and determine what will be made available to be viewed on OASIS (the secured side of OASIS).

· Download-able

· Auditing:

· Monitor changes – who, when, what

· All information that is entered into OASIS: designations and undesignations of loads and resources

· Need to determine audit-ability of changes to “attachment” documents (e.g., if the customer is allowed to upload an excel spreadsheet of loads and forecasts, how would changes to the data inside the spreadsheet be tracked?) Should not be an  issue because any resulting changes will be tracked through the succeeding OASIS records  
· Data retention requirements of 5 years.
18 C.F.R. 37.6(c)(4) For any transaction for transmission service agreed to by the Transmission Provider and a customer, the Transmission Provider (at the time when ATC must be adjusted in response to the transaction), must post on the OASIS (and make available for download) information describing the transaction (including: price; quantity; points of receipt and delivery; length and type of service; identification of whether the transaction involves the Transmission Provider’s wholesale merchant function or any affiliate; identification of what, if any ancillary service transactions are associated with this transmission service transaction; and any other relevant terms and conditions) and shall keep such information posted on the OASIS for at least 30 days. A record of the transaction must be retained and kept available as part of the audit log required in §37.7.
37.6(e) (2) Posting when a request for transmission service is denied.
(ii) Information to support the reason for the denial, including the operating status of relevant facilities, must be maintained for 60 days and provided, upon request, to the potential Transmission Customer.
37.6(e) (3) Posting when a transaction is curtailed or interrupted..
(ii) Information to support any such curtailment or interruption, including the operating status of the facilities involved in the constraint or interruption, must be maintained and made available upon request, to the curtailed or interrupted customer, the Commission’s Staff, and any other person who requests it, for three years.

37.7 Auditing Transmission Service Information.
(a) All OASIS Database transactions, except other transmission-related communications provided for under §37.6(g)(2), must be stored, dated, and time stamped.

(b) Audit data must remain available for download on the OASIS for 90 days, except ATC/TTC postings that must remain available for download on the OASIS for 20 days. The audit data are to be retained and made available upon request for download for five years from the date when they are first posted in the same electronic form as used when they originally were posted on the OASIS
NOTE: It was determined that billing and/or posting of billing information on OASIS would not be addressed at this time.
Initial applications requirements and process (evaluation, studies, queuing, status, deposit/queue time) D-R-A-F-T Not yet agreed to notes only from 9/17-18/08 ESS/ITS meeting
1. Is an Application for network service distinct from a request for network service? 
Pro forma definition - Application:  A request by an eligible customer for transmission service pursuant to the tariff

2. Application on OASIS? Yes, required.  

· Network application is similar to PTP umbrella agreement which doesn’t have to be on OASIS. However, Order 890, section III of pro forma tariff requires Network application to be on OASIS (with fax, etc. ok until OASIS is able). 
· Some items don’t lend themselves to being submitted on OASIS. E.g. initial attestation, maps.

· On OASIS does not mean the information is public. FERC allowed masking of commercially or otherwise sensitive information.

3. What constitutes a queue time? What queue time? Queue time we are referring to is the queue time for capacity (request) which is also established by the application submittal time (see item 6) 
4. Allow applications to be pending on OASIS without submittal so a customer company can fill out in pieces. When complete, customer can submit. This is queue time unless the transmission provider deems the application deficient.
· Should NAESB define the minimum set of information required to be filled out on an application before “submitting” an initial application and obtaining a queue time? Items might include:
· The identity, address, telephone number and facsimile number of the party requesting service (could be the customer or an agent). Potentially a changeable field.
· The identity, address, telephone number and facsimile number of the party who will receive service (customer).

· A statement that the party requesting service is, or will be upon commencement of service, an Eligible Customer under the Tariff.

· Service Commencement Date
· The term of the requested Network Integration Transmisison Service. The minimum term for Network Integration Transmission Service is one year.

· Location of load

· Magnitude of load

· Other?

· Motion 9 passed: NAESB standards will say the transmission provider shall specify the minimum amount of information prior to submittal of a NITS application and obtaining a queue time.

· Where is the pending application stored before submittal? In OASIS.

· Could extend this option to PTP but wouldn’t have to

· The pending application will be visible to the customer company and the transmission provider but not other customer companies.

· Should we make it a customer option to share the pending application with the transmission provider? See motion 7
· If it’s a customer option is this a security issue that someone is storing data on a provider’s system that the provider can’t see? No issue
· Motion 7 passed: 

	Transmission providers can view any information on pending (before submittal) NITS applications if they’re being entered and stored on OASIS.  There will also be an upload functionality to upload an application and other documents (e.g. maps, images). This upload functionality will allow the customer to create a complete application off oasis and submit as if the application was originally created on oasis. 


5. Multi-document process. 
a. Define an initial (customer) application / registration
i. Minimum requirements determined by provider (motion 9)

b. Completed application – Provider determines completed application according to their tariff and business practices.
i. Application is always subject to modification because there will always be changes in load and resource forecast and designations 

ii. Modified by a request to add/modify etc. a designated resource or load

c. Transmission Services Agreement
i. Not on OASIS

d. Completed application is the representation of services agreement on OASIS
i. Designate/Undesignate resources and loads

ii. On OASIS

iii. Some providers have their customers request NITS capacity, some don’t

6. NAESB will define Queue time as either
1.
Queue time is point in time when transmission provider deems the OASIS application not deficient (the same as completed?) – OR, 
2.
Queue time is time initial application is “submitted” on OASIS (not the time the initial application is started on OASIS) with a deadline for submittal of all information (remedying deficiencies). If deficiencies are not remedied by the deadline, the application will be deemed withdrawn.
The subcommittee passed motion 4 to select number 2.
7. OASIS will have a data element to record Completed Application date, and, NAESB will define Completed Application time as 

a. NAESB doesn’t define – definition is per transmission provider’s tariff

Pro forma tariff definitions:

Application:  A request by an eligible customer for transmission service pursuant to the tariff

Completed application: an application that satisfies all of the information and other requirements of the Tariff including any required deposit.

What is the significance of Completed Application?


The time of the Completed Application starts the 30 day clock when the provider has to offer the customer a system impact study agreement (32.1).

8. NAESB to define the deadline for submittal of a remedy to application deficiencies 

Motion 5 passed: The deadline for the customer to remedy a deficiency (see motion 4) shall be 15 days from notification by the transmission provider of that deficiency in the initial application.  The transmission provider has 15 days from the initial application to notify the customer of all deficiencies.
9. Does NITS application fit into the PTP request format? Perhaps the following:
a. Secondary request (use of an undesignated resource, 6-NN)

b. Relinquish (release)
10. Address queue hoarding issue if initial application doesn’t have to be substantially complete (on parking lot).
a. Individual transmission providers may want to include in their business practices the initial application minimum information include at least designated loads so they could prohibit the customer from submitting multiple applications for the same load (queue hoarding)

· Discuss data elements with respect to…
	Pro-forma Application Item
	
	

	1. The identity, address, telephone number and facsimile number of the party requesting service.
	
	

	2. A statement that the party requesting service is, or will be upon commencement of service, an Eligible Customer under the Tariff.
	
	

	3. A description of the Network Load at each delivery point. This description should separately identify and provide the Eligible Customer’s best estimate of the total loads to be served at each transmission voltage level, and the loads to be served from each Transmission Provider substation at the same transmission voltage level. The description should include a ten (10) year forecast of summer and winter load and resource requirements beginning with the first year after the service is scheduled to commence.
	
	

	4. The amount and location of any interruptible loads included in the Network Load. This shall include the summer and winter capacity requirements for each interruptible load (had such load not be interruptible), that portion of the load subject to interruption, the conditions under which an interruption can be implemented and any limitations on the amount and frequency of interruptions. An Eligible Customer should identify the amount of interruptible customer load (if any) incuded in the 10 year load forecast provided above.
	
	

	5. A description of Network Resources (current and 10-year projection).
	
	

	b.  For each on-system Network Resource, such description shall include:
	
	

	i. Unit size and amount of capacity from that unit to be designated as Network Resource
	
	

	ii. VAR capability (both leading and lagging) of all generators
	
	

	iii. Operating restrictions
	
	

	iv. Any periods of restricted operations throughout the year
	
	

	v. Maintenance schedules
	
	

	vi. Minimum loading level of unit
	
	

	vii. Normal operating level of unit
	
	

	viii. Any must-run designations required for system reliability or contract reasons
	
	

	ix. Approximate variable generating cost ($/MWh) for redispatch computations
	
	

	x. Arrangements governing sale and delivery of power to third parties from generating facilities located in the Transmission Provider control area, where only a portion of unit output is designated as a Network Resource.
	
	

	c. For each off-system Network Resource, such description shall include:
	
	

	i. Identification of the Network Resource as an off-system resource
	
	

	ii. Amount of power to which the customer has rights
	
	

	iii. Identification of the control area from which the power will originate
	
	

	iv. Delivery point(s) to the Transmission Provider’s Transmission System
	
	

	v. Transmission arrangements on the external transmission system(s)
	
	

	vi. Operating restrictions, if any
	
	

	1. Any periods of restricted operations throughout the year
	
	

	2. Maintenance schedules
	
	

	3. Minimum loading level of unit
	
	

	4. Normal operating level of unit
	
	

	5. Any must-run designation required for system reliability or contract reasons
	
	

	vii. Approximate variable generating cost ($/MWh) for redispatch computations.
	
	

	6. Description of Eligible Customer’s transmission system:
	
	

	d. Load flow and stability data, such as real and reactive parts of the load, lines, transformers, reactive devices and load type, including normal and emergency ratings of all transmission equipment in a load flow format compatible with that used by the Transmission Provider
	
	

	e. Operating restrictions needed for reliability
	
	

	f. Operating guides employed by system operators
	
	

	g. Contractual restrictions or committed uses of the Eligible Customer’s transmission system, other then Eligible Customer’s Network Loads and Resources
	
	

	h. Location of Network Resources described above
	
	

	i. 10 year projection of system expansions or upgrades
	
	

	j. Transmission System maps that include any proposed expansions or upgrades
	
	

	k. Thermal ratings of Eligible Customer’s control area ties with other control areas.
	
	

	7. Service Commencement Date and the term of the requested Network Integration Transmisison Service. The minimum term for Network Integration Transmission Service is one year.
	
	

	8. A statement signed by an authorized officer from or agent of the Network Customer attesting that all of the network resources listed above satisfy the following conditions: (1) the Network Customer owns the resource, has committed to purchase generation pursuant to an executed contract, or has committed to purchase generation where execution of a contract is contingent upon the availability of transmission service under Part III of the Tariff, and (2) the Network Resources do not include any resources or any portion thereof, that are committed for sale to non-designated third party load or otherwise cannot be called upon to meet the Network Customer’s Network Load on a non-interruptible basis, except for purposes of fulfilling obligation under a reserve sharing program. 
	
	

	9. Any additional information required of the Transmission Customer as specifed in the Transmission Provider’s planning process established in the Transmission Provider’s Tariff.
	
	


Granularity and timing of information submitted including application and subsequent designations
1. No additional NAESB standards needed
2. Indicate whether the designated network resource is a unit or purchase?

a. Have to verify firm transmission from point of ownership. How do you know where they take ownership? Is this something we need a data element for on OASIS? 

3. Do source and sink need to be more granular? If using a different source than is defined in oasis request, it can be deemed an unreserved use.
4. Data field for Aref for off-system transmission arrangements to POR?

a. Requests from multiple transmission systems? (AP item 2.a.v.1)

5. Data field for many to one contract (more than one attestation) as one DNR request?
Determine network service customer needs including understanding of process and ease of use, confidentiality (masking)

Transparency for other market participants

Secondary network service issues

Concomitant PTP (or secondary network?) reservation and un-designation
Temporary vs. Indefinite termination of designation resources

1. If the end time of the termination is not the end time of the designation then the un-designation is temporary? OR, do we need to un-designate and re-designate with attestation based on FERC orders?
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