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Wholesale Electric Quadrant
Joint Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee/

Information Technology Subcommittee Conference Call
August 27, 2007 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM Central
Final Minutes
1. Welcome
Mr. Wood opened the meeting and welcomed the meeting participants.  The ESS/ITS participants reviewed the draft agenda.  Ms. Otondo moved, seconded by Mr. Cyrulewski, to adopt the agenda as drafted.  The motion passed without objection.  Next, the subcommittee reviewed the draft minutes from the following meetings/conference calls:  May 9, 2007, May 18, 2007, May 30-31, 2007, June 6, 2007, June 15, 2007, June 26-27, 2007, July 13, 2007, July 23-24, 2007, and August 7, 2007.  Mr. Cyrulewski moved, seconded by Ms. Otondo, to adopt each set of minutes as drafted.  The motion passed without objection.  The final minutes from the meetings are posted on the NAESB website:  May 9, 2007, May 18, 2007, May 30-31, 2007, June 6, 2007, June 15, 2007, June 26-27, 2007, July 13, 2007, July 23-24, 2007, and August 7, 2007.
2. Review the remaining comments submitted in response to the Request for Informal Comment on the modifications added to the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols (WEQ 002), the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols Data Dictionary (WEQ 003), and the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols Implementation Guide (WEQ 013) to include the Order 890 Work Plan Group 1 Items:  POSTING OF ETC; ANNOTATIONS FOR ATC; LOAD FORECAST AND ACTUAL LOAD; RE-BID OF PARTIAL SERVICE; AND PRECONFIRMATION PRIORITY.  These drafts will also include language for the functional requirements for supporting long term conditional firm service in OASIS (Paragraphs 1078 in Order 890).  Continue to modify these documents based on the comments received 
Next, the subcommittee reviewed the comments submitted in response to the informal comments on the modifications to the S&CPs, Data Dictionary, and Implementation Guide to include the Order 890 Work Plan Group 1 items by ISO New England submitted by Ms. Mendrala.
The first comment submitted by Ms. Mendrala stated “Given the impact of the proposed changes to the S&CP and associated documents, the fact that the corresponding NAESB Business Practices are not yet defined and the interaction of these documents with the ongoing NERC process, we recommend at least a second round of informal comments be vetted through the NAESB subcommittee(s) prior to proceeding to the Executive Committee.”  The response of the ESS/ITS to the comment was:  “This round of 890 modifications will not make it into the next publication, and the ESS/ITS will develop modifications to WEQ 001 OASIS Business Practice Standards to complement the modifications to the S&CPs, Implementation Guide, and Data Dictionary as needed.”

Comment 2 stated “We recommend that the ATC item under TS_ TYPE be removed.  If the Transmission Provider is posting detailed offers of available capability then they will be doing so by posting that available capability per each type of transmission service through the TS_TYPE method.  We suggest that, if such generic values of ATC are required that the Transmission Provider utilize the SYSTEMDATA NATC and NFATC elements rather than the ATC item under TS_TYPE.”

The ESS/ITS supported the removal of ATC from the TS_TYPE data element of the Data Dictionary.  The Data Dictionary was revised and is posted as an attachment to the minutes:  Order 890 OASIS Data Dictionary – revised by ESS/ITS 8/27/07.
Comment 3 stated “We recommend that TRM and CBM be added as valid TS_CLASS items.  The TTC component of available capability calculation can currently be posted using the TS_CLASS attribute or using the SYSTEMDATA template. With the FERC requirements for transparency, the Transmission Provider should have the choice of how to present the ATC components to their customers, and should state in their Business Practices ‘how’ that information is being posted.”  The response of the ESS/ITS was:  “The TRM and CBM may not be valid to add, but the group supports removal of TTC from TS_CLASS.  There is a need to review the consequences of the removal, i.e., to data retention.  A solution may be to add a note in WEQ 001 2.3 to define what is TS_TYPE is used for.”

Comment 4 stated “We recommend that the SYSTEM_ATTRIBUTE TRM in the SYSTEMDATA template be replaced with two values, FTRM and NFTRM.  Unlike CBM, TRM can be used in both Firm ATC and Non-firm ATC calculations and the basis for determining the TRM for those services could be different.  For example, TRM may be non-zero in Firm ATC calculations, but zero in Non-firm ATC calculations.  This type of situation should be covered in the S&CP rather than each Transmission Provider registering in a different way to post these varying TRM values.”

Ms. Mendrala stated that there can be different TRM values for firm and non-firm so the TRM attribute should be split into similar language as for ATC.  Mr. Wood stated that the ESS/ITS will review the comments and work to reach a consensus on how to implement those values.

Mr. Harmon asked what non-firm TRM would be when TRM is supposed to be firm transmission held back for reliability reasons.  Ms. Mendrala stated that in discussions in the NERC process it became apparent that some can withhold TRM on their non-firm products or their loopflow may not release it even under non-firm.  After further discussion, it was determined that NAESB would wait to see how NERC plans to define TRM.  The following is the response of the ESS/ITS to the comment from ISO New England:  “If NERC permits the post-back of unused TRM, then the NAESB business practices must include a methodology of communicating that so that the ATC calculation can be performed.  Data dictionary will be reviewed by the ESS/ITS to consider modifying the SYSTEM_ATTRIBUTE values to account for firm and non-firm TRM/CBM.”

Comment 5 stated “We are not sure if this suggestion belongs in the Implementation Guide or the Business Practices document, so we will present this comment to both committees.  Customers request service on OASIS in response to offerings posted by the Transmission Providers. While those offerings do not contain the acronym ‘ATC’, those posted offerings represent the ‘available transfer capability’ on their system at any given time.  We recommend that it be clear in the NAESB documentation that the posting the service available in this manner meets the FERC requirement to post ATC such that Transmission Providers are NOT required to reiterate their ‘available transfer capability’ through the generalized format provided for in the SYSTEMDATA template.”

Mr. Pritchard stated that posting of the service available is required on systemdata template, while it is not required for the transoffering template, it is permitted to be posted in the transoffering template.
The response to the comments from the ESS/ITS was:  “Posting to SYSTEMDATA is required.  There is no requirement for posting it on the offerings to TRANSPOST/TRANSOFFERING templates  but it is permitted.  The values in TRANSPOST/TRANSOFFERING must match values in SYSTEMDATA.”
Comment 6 stated “The systemdata template provided in the S&CP is for Query/Response, yet the language throughout Section 013-3.3 of the Implementation Guide refers to this template as being used for posting.  We recommend that either the template be redefined to be a ‘posting’ template or the language in the Implementation Guide be modified to reflect that the proposed template is providing information on how the customer should ask for data and what data they should expect to receive in response to the request. Any definition of posting requirements should be maintained only in WEQ-001.”
Ms. Mendrala stated that the systemdata template is a query and response.  The “how” i.e., the posting requirements of the way things should be posted on OASIS, should be included in the WEQ 001 standards.
The response of the ESS/ITS was noted:  “The concerns noted should be reviewed to determine if the definition of posting requirements should be modified in WEQ-001, WEQ-002, and WEQ-013.”

Comment 7 stated “In reference to situations when the ATC changes due to 10% change in TTC. It should be clear that this applies only when the monthly or yearly ATC/TTC values.  The STOP_TIME should not automatically be set to the START_TIME. If the reduction is due to an outage, there could be a known STOP_TIME that would provide valuable information to the customer.  If it is expected to be a permanent change, the STOP_TIME could have a time very far in the future.”
Ms. Rehman suggested modifying the language in Section 013-3.3.1 of the Implementation Guide.  The ESS/ITS modified the language of that section by changing the title to “ATC Related Query Requirements”; and changing the sentence before the second table to state “The following are the systemdata template Data Element requirements for posting of ATC annotations for instances where changes in ATC are a result of a change in TTC greater than 10 %:”  The revised Implementation Guide is posted as an attachment to these minutes:  Order 890 Implementation Guide (WEQ 013) revised by ESS/ITS on 8/27/07.

The response of the ESS/ITS was “ESS/ITS modified WEQ-013 Implementation Guide Section 013-3.3.1 to address this comment.”
Mr. Wood noted that the ESS/ITS would address the remainder of Ms. Mendrala’s comments during the ESS/ITS meeting on September 10-11, 2007 at NAESB’s offices in Houston, Texas.
3. Discuss potential modifications to the NAESB OASIS business practice standards (WEQ 001) to be made in conjunction with the changes to the S&CPs (WEQ 002), Implementation Guide (WEQ 013), and Data Dictionary (WEQ 003) for the Group 1 items listed above
This item was not discussed.
4. Review a draft Minor Correction to Recommendation R07002 to be submitted by Mr. Skiba
This item was not discussed.
5. Other Business/Next Steps
· The ESS/ITS is scheduled to meet at NAESB’s offices in Houston, Texas on September 10-11, 2007 from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM Central on September 10 and from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Central on September 11 with web conferencing available.  The following items will be included on the agenda:

· Review a draft Minor Correction to Recommendation R07002 submitted by Mr. Skiba

· Review the remaining comments (ISO New England and Southern Company comments were not reviewed in their entirety during the August 15 meeting and August 27 conference call due to lack of time) submitted in response to the Request for Informal Comment on the modifications added to the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols (WEQ 002), the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols Data Dictionary (WEQ 003), and the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols Implementation Guide (WEQ 013) to include the Order 890 Work Plan Group 1 Items:  POSTING OF ETC; ANNOTATIONS FOR ATC; LOAD FORECAST AND ACTUAL LOAD; RE-BID OF PARTIAL SERVICE; AND PRECONFIRMATION PRIORITY.  These drafts will also include language for the functional requirements for supporting long term conditional firm service in OASIS (Paragraphs 1078 in Order 890).  The ESS/ITS will also continue to modify these documents based on the comments received.  Please note, it is the expectation that during this meeting, the Recommendation that includes the above referenced documents will be voted out of the ESS/ITS for the 30 day formal comment period and to the WEQ Executive Committee for adoption.

· The discussion will include a continuation of the discussion during the August 15, 2007 meeting on comments submitted to remove the proposed data elements BID_START_TIME and BID_STOP_TIME

· Mr. Skiba, Ms. Mendrala and Mr. Advena will provide a list of waivers the ISOs and RTOs have been granted that they wish to include in the NAESB business practice standards language in the above referenced documents

· Mr. Wood and Mr. Gilbert will provide work papers on the development of a rollover template; an alternative to the proposed data element OFFERING_INCREMENT; and a revision to Section 002-4.2.12

· Discuss potential modifications to the NAESB OASIS business practice standards (WEQ 001) to be made in conjunction with the changes to the S&CPs (WEQ 002), Implementation Guide (WEQ 013), and Data Dictionary (WEQ 003) for the Group 1 items listed above.

· Review and discuss the priority, scope, and targets for Groups 2, 3, and 4 of the Order 890 Work Plan
The ESS/ITS is also scheduled to meet via conference call on September 25, 2007 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Central.
6. Adjourn

Ms. Rehman moved, seconded by Ms. Franz, to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM Central as many of the participants wanted to attend the meeting that the NERC ATC Drafting Team was having with FERC staff that was scheduled to start at 1:30 PM Central.
7. Attendance

	Name
	Organization

	Janella Battles
	Nevada Power

	Jim Cyrulewski
	Representing MISO

	Marilyn Franz
	Sierra Pacific Resources

	Keith Harmon
	Tri State Generation & Transmission

	John Johannis
	BPA

	Laura Kennedy
	NAESB

	Cheryl Mendrala
	ISO New England

	Marci Otondo
	Arizona Public Service

	Alan Pritchard
	Duke Energy

	Barbara Rehman
	BPA

	Ed Skiba
	MISO

	Jay Spain
	Arizona Public Service

	Linda Thompson
	Arizona Public Service

	JT Wood
	Southern Company
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