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RECOMMENDATION AS REVISED BY THE NAESB WEQ
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON AUGUST 19, 2008

                                       For Quadrant: 
WEQ   
                                       Requesters: 
Standards Review Subcommittee


                                       Request No.: 
2008 WEQ AP Item 6.a/R07019
                                       Request Title:
Review/revised WEQ-006 to remove/revise mandatory requirements for Interconnection Time Monitor

1.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:
EFFECT OF EC VOTE TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDED ACTION:

      Accept as requested


  X  Change to Existing Practice

  X  Accept as modified below


      Status Quo

      Decline

2.  TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT/MAINTENANCE

Per Request:




Per Recommendation:
      Initiation




      Initiation 

  X  Modification




  X  Modification

      Interpretation



      Interpretation

      Withdrawal




      Withdrawal

      Principle 




      Principle 

      Definition 




      Definition 

      Business Practice Standard 


      Business Practice Standard 

      Document 




      Document 

      Data Element 



      Data Element

      Code Value 




      Code Value 

      X12 Implementation Guide


     X12 Implementation Guide

      Business Process Documentation

      Business Process Documentation

3.  RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:


Revisions to the NERC the BAL-004 Standard remove inappropriate requirements on reliability coordinators who voluntarily agree to serve as Interconnection Time Monitors.  NERC was concerned that if these changes are not made that “it is likely that one or more reliability coordinators may no longer voluntarily agree to perform the service.”

The NAESB Standards Review Subcommittee requested that the NAESB Business Practice WEQ 006 (Manual Time Error Correction) be reviewed/revised so that the NAESB standard is in lock step with the NERC standard.  Under the current NAESB requirements, a Reliability Coordinator voluntarily acting as the Interconnection Time Monitor is required to meet the NAESB requirements and is subject to FERC sanctions if found to be in violation of their tariff for not meeting the NAESB requirements.  A similar case can be made for the NAESB Interconnection Time Monitor requirements as was made on the NERC side.  It is likely that one or more Reliability Coordinators still will not voluntarily agree to act as the Interconnection Time Monitor if they are subject to financial penalties for performing a voluntary function.
In reviewing the Business Practice we also identified references to National Bureau of Standards which should be changed to National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST).  The National Bureau of Standards name was changed to NIST in 1988 as a part of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act.
The Business Practices Subcommittee has reviewed the Standards Request R07019 and the WEQ 006 (Manual Time Error Correction) and recommend the following changes to the standards.

Recommended Standards:

006-0.8
Time Error – Accumulated time difference between time based on Interconnection frequency and the National Institute of Standards and Technology Time. 
006-3
The Interconnection Time Monitor shall calibrate its time error device at least annually against the National Institute of Standards and Technology Time. 
.
006-4
Time Error initiation

Time error corrections should start and end on the hour or half-hour, and notice should be given at least one hour before the time error correction is to start or stop. Time Error corrections shall last at least one hour, unless terminated by a Reliability Coordinator. Time Error corrections for fast time shall not be initiated between 0400-1100 Central Time except for in the Western Interconnection. All Balancing Authorities within an Interconnection shall make all Time Error corrections directed by the Interconnection Time Monitor for its Interconnection. All Balancing Authorities within an Interconnection shall make Time Error Corrections at the same rate.

006-5
Interconnection time monitoring

Each Interconnection Time Monitor shall monitor time error and make a reasonable effort to initiate or terminate corrective action orders according to the following table: 

	Time (seconds)
	Initiation
	Termination

	
	East
	West


	East
	West



	Slow
	(10
	-5

	(6
	(0.5



	Fast
	+10
	+5

	+6
	(0.5




4.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
a.  Description of Request:

This description was extracted from the R07019 Standards Request:
Under the NERC proposed changes to the BAL-004 Standard they are removing inappropriate requirements on reliability coordinators who voluntarily agree to serve as Interconnection Time Monitors.  NERC is concerned that if these changes are not made that “it is likely that one or more reliability coordinators may no longer voluntarily agree to perform the service.”

The NAESB Business Practice should review WEQ 006 Manual Time Error Correction so that the NAESB standard is in lock step with the NERC standard.  If a Reliability Coordinator voluntarily acting as the Interconnection Time Monitor is required to meet the NAESB requirements and subject to FERC sanctions if found to be in violation of their tariff for not meeting the NAESB requirements it is likely that one or more Reliability Coordinators still will not voluntarily agree to act as the Interconnection Time Monitor.

b.  Description of Recommendation:

The Business Practices Subcommittee has changed the references of the National Bureau of Standards to the National Institute of Standards and Technology.  
The Business Practices Subcommittee has modified language in section 006-4 and 006-5 to allow for some slight variances for the Interconnection Time Monitor so they will not be subject to tariff violations if they are not able to meet its requirements in all instances.
c.  Business Purpose:

The purpose of the change is to provide some leeway to the entity who is voluntarily performing the Interconnection Time Monitor function so that they will not be penalized by FERC in the event they are making reasonable efforts to perform in that capacity.  This change will keep the NAESB standards in lock step with the NERC standards.
d. Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s):

The Business Practices Subcommittee is in agreement with the Standards Review Subcommittee and NERC in an entity making best efforts to meet the requirements while performing a voluntary function will be subject to penalties from FERC there is the likelihood that no entity will be willing to assume the role of the Interconnection Time Monitor.

The following links are to reference document that support this recommendation.
· SRS meeting minutes November 19, 2007: http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/weq_srs111907fm.doc
· Standards request R07019: http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/r07019.doc
· NERC Urgent Action SAR for BAL-004: ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/sar/SAR_UA_BAL-004_13Sep07.pdf
· Redline to BAL-004-0 Time Error Correction: ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/sar/BAL-004-1_redline_Last_Approval_13Sep07.pdf
· Standard BAL-004-1 Time Error Correction approved by the NERC Board of Trustees: ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/rs/BAL-004-1.pdf
· BPS meeting minutes April 25, 2008: 

http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/weq_bps042508dm.doc
· BPS meeting minutes June 4, 2008 (unavailable- DC
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