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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

April 25, 2008
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Executive Committee and Interested Industry Participants
FROM:
Jonathan Booe, Meeting Administration/Project Manager
RE:
WEQ Executive Committee Meeting Final Minutes – April 24, 2008
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL -- WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT (WEQ) 
April 24, 2008 – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Central
Hosted by NAESB – Houston, Texas
FINAL MINUTES
1.
Welcome

Mr. Norris opened the meeting and welcomed the meeting participants on the phone.  Mr. Booe read the antitrust guidelines.  Mr. Booe called the roster of the WEQ Executive Committee members and alternates.  Quorum was established.  The Executive Committee reviewed the draft agenda. The agenda was adopted by consensus.  Mr. Norris stated that he is going to streamline the meeting by asking for amendments to the recommendation rather then reviewing and responding to all of the formal comments first.  In doing so, as all have read the comments and are prepared to address the recommendation, they can bring up the related comments as part of the discussion on a given motion to amend the recommendation.   Constellation Energy Commodities Group, one of the commenters, was not on the call, but did attend the review session held on April 22.  Comments were provided by EPSA, Constellation Energy Commodities Group, and the NAESB Standards Review Subcommittee .   The single topic review session was held on April 22.  With this approach and the transcripts taken for the meeting, the documentation should provide for a record of decisions made.
2.
Consideration of recommendations for standards, comments submitted, and vote on:
Main motion:  Mr. Wood made a motion to adopt the Recommendation for 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b.vii - WEQ-001 changes for “ATC Information Link” on OASIS and TTC and ATC methodologies and values on behalf of the NAESB WEQ ESS/ITS and BPS subcommittee.  Mr. Gallagher seconded the motion.
Friendly amendment 1 to the main motion:  Mr. Wood made a friendly amendment to the motion to adopt the modification as proposed by the SRS, to modify the title “WEQ-001-13.1.5 ATC Information Link”, identifying it as a new standard.  Mr. Skiba explained that the SRS proposed the modification because the Executive Committee has not acted upon the ESS/ITS recommendation which created standard WEQ-001-13.1.5, and was posted for a formal comment period prior to the ATC Information Link recommendation.  Mr. Gallagher approved the friendly amendment.
Friendly amendment 2 to the main motion:  Mr. Skiba noted that if the previous friendly amendment is accepted, the SRS proposal to remove the note under section 4d of the recommendation should also be accepted.  Mr. Middleton proposed a friendly amendment to strike the note under section 4d.  Mr. Wood and Mr. Gallagher approved the friendly amendment. 
Discussion on a possible friendly amendment:  Mr. Sorenson asked if the subcommittee discussed adding a link to the ATC Information Link for the Procedure for Addressing ATC Methodology Questions, to create a standardized place to view the questions and answers submitted.  Ms. Rehman stated that the subcommittee discussed standardizing the procedure for submitting and responding to ATC methodology questions but opposing parties preferred the efficiency of their personalized methods (i.e. phone, fax, email).  Ms. Otondo stated that standardizing a procedure could raise some compliance concerns.  Mr. Gallagher noted that Mr. Sorenson is not suggesting standardizing a procedure, but providing a link to the procedure adopted by the Transmission Provider.  Mr. Sorenson stated that he recalled a determination in Order 890 or Order 890-A requiring Transmission Providers to establish a procedure for customers to question ATC information.  He stated that he is not concerned with the procedure adopted, as long as there is a link so that customers can find the procedure.  Ms. Otondo stated that the procedure for submitting questions is covered by the information that will be provided under the ATC Methodology Contact link, and is also addressed in OASIS standards WEQ-001-1.6(b)(2)(ii).  Mr. Norris asked if the phone number, address, email address, or other contact method would be included under the contact link.  Ms. Otondo responded affirmatively.  Mr. Wood stated that he does not believe an additional Procedure for Addressing ATC Methodology Questions link is necessary.  Mr. Norris asked Mr. Sorenson if he would like to make a motion to include the additional link.  Mr. Sorenson stated that he would not make a motion requesting the additional link unless he could find the requirement in Order 890 or Order 890-A. 
Friendly amendment 3 to the main motion: Next, Mr. Middleton offered a friendly amendment to correct the spelling of “implementation” in the first paragraph of WEQ-001-13.1.5.  Mr. Wood and Mr. Gallagher approved the friendly amendment.

Friendly amendment 4 to the main motion: Mr. Wood stated that the SRS also recommended in their comments that the text “(as applicable to the Transmission Provider’s methodologies)” be removed from the second paragraph of WEQ-001-13.1.5, as it is redundant.  Mr. Wood offered a friendly amendment to remove the text.  Mr. Gallagher approved the friendly amendment.
Friendly amendment 5 to the main motion: Mr. Wood stated that SRS recommended that the recommendation include a note that NAESB will assign appropriate enumerations to the standard to replace “xx” with next sequential standard number within WEQ-001.  Mr. Gallagher clarified that the note will be included as a footnote and approved the friendly amendment.
Friendly amendment 6 to the main motion: Mr. Wood noted that the subcommittee intended to include a link for the Load Forecast Descriptive Statement in the ATC Information Link, however failed to do so.  Mr. Wood offered a friendly amendment that a bullet for Load Forecast Descriptive Statement be added to the recommendation.  Ms. Rehman offered a friendly amendment to the friendly amendment that the bullet be entitled “Load Forecast Descriptive Statement (as specified in WEQ-001-n.6.5). [“n” represents 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b.vii]”.
Ms. McQuade reviewed the six friendly amendments offered and accepted by the participants.  Mr. Norris asked if there were any other friendly amendments to the recommendation.  As there were none, the discussion proceeded to amendments to the main motion including 6 friendly amendments.

Discussion on proposed amendment to the main motion:  Mr. Green stated that the Executive Committee discussed modifying the section of the standard giving Transmission Provider’s wide discretion to redact certain information.  He made a motion to amend the main motion that the following language be added to the paragraph to provide guidance as to what information may be redacted:

The posting of this information would be subject to the Transmission Provider’s ability to redact certain provisions due to market, security or reliability sensitivity concerns. The document entitled “List of ATC-Related Information”, which categorizes some ATC information as publicly available or  not publicly available due to reliability, security or commercial sensitivity reasons, and is retained in ---------, should be used as a guideline in the determination of whether particular information should be considered appropriate for redaction.  Any section that has been redacted shall retain the heading and will include the reason for the redaction. Appropriate reasons for redaction are:  “Market Sensitive Information”, “CEII Information”, “Security Sensitive Information” or “Reliability Sensitive Information”.

Mr. Green stated that the “List of ATC-Related Information” has been reviewed by NERC and is slated to be reviewed by the subcommittee in the near future.  He stated that he is not suggesting that the list become a standard, but rather a guideline that be used in conjunction with the standard.  Mr. Mucci seconded the motion.  Mr. Yeung confirmed that the list would just be used as a guideline.  
Ms. Otondo noted that guidelines are difficult from a compliance perspective and that the subcommittee had not determined if “publicly available” means made available on request or posted on OASIS.  Mr. Green responded that the “publicly available” issue is not important in this context.  Ms. Otondo stated that it could be implied that everything included on the list should be included in the ATCID.  Mr. Mucci noted that list contains information that will not be made publicly available, rather than what information should be made publicly available. Mr. Norris offered a friendly amendment to modify the motion to remove the reference to the publicly available information, which was accepted:

The posting of this information would be subject to the Transmission Provider’s ability to redact certain provisions due to market, security or reliability sensitivity concerns. The document entitled “List of ATC-Related Information”, which categorizes some ATC information as not publicly available due to reliability, security or commercial sensitivity reasons, and is retained in ---------, should be used as a guideline in the determination of whether particular information should be considered appropriate for redaction.  Any section that has been redacted shall retain the heading and will include the reason for the redaction. Appropriate reasons for redaction are:  “Market Sensitive Information”, “CEII Information”, “Security Sensitive Information” or “Reliability Sensitive Information”.

Mr. Gallagher stated that he is concerned that the original language is too broad; however he shares Ms. Otondo’s apprehensions about a standard referencing an indefinite list.  He noted that there may be other ways to address the language and add specificity.  As an alternative, Mr. Pritchard noted that Executive Committee could delay adopting the standard until the list is complete and still meet a August 7 deadline.  Concerns were raised in the discussion about the specificity of the amendment regarding its reference to reliability or security reasons, which are within NERC’s purview and should not be referenced as part of a NAESB activity.
The participants discussed the procedure for remanding the standard to the subcommittee.  Ms. McQuade noted that the Order 890 standards must be filed by August 7, 2008, and that currently there is no plan to file an extension.  Mr. Norris asked if it would be procedurally possible to revise the annual plan to include a review of the standard once the list is complete.  Ms. McQuade answered affirmatively.  Ms. McQuade explained that the EC could adopt the standard, as is, and then make a motion to send the single issue to the subcommittee.  
Ms. Rehman suggested a course of action of the EC approving the standard as is with Mr. Green’s addition or its intent placed in the summary section of the recommendation.  In this manner, the concerns raised on redacted information would be acknowledged in the recommendation itself.  Mr. Green stated that if the subcommittee remands the recommendation to the subcommittee, it can be addressed with in the August 7 timeframe as  ESS/ITS and BPS has eight days of meetings in May.  Ms. Otondo responded that two of the days are being given to the ESS/ITS for conditional firm standards development – which is under a July deadline.  Several other Order 890 items are being developed within the days allotted to the groups.    
Mr. Pritchard moved to call the question.  There was no opposition.  The vote on the amended motion to modify the main motion to include text in the standard WEQ-001-13.1.5 regarding reference to a list to be used as guidance to identify reason for redacting ATC related information was called.  [Vote in section 5 in the minutes as M1].  The motion to amend the main motion failed a simple majority vote (2 in favor and 17 opposed).  
Mr. Norris asked if there were any other motions to modify the main motion on the table.  None were offered.

Vote on the main motion with 6 friendly amendments:  The vote on the motion to adopt the recommended standard WEQ-001-13.1.5 for ATC information links as presented with six friendly amendments made during the meeting was called.  [Vote in section 5 in the minutes as M2].  The result was indeterminate.  There were not enough votes cast during the call to reach a super majority threshold.  A notational ballot will be distributed to the WEQ Executive Committee members who did not cast a vote.  The revised recommendations can be accessed via the following links:
Recommendation for 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b.vii - WEQ-001 changes for “ATC Information Link” on OASIS and TTC and ATC methodologies and values - as revised by the WEQ EC 04/24/2008 (Clean)
Recommendation for 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b.vii - WEQ-001 changes for “ATC Information Link” on OASIS and TTC and ATC methodologies and values - as revised by the WEQ EC 04/24/2008 (Redline)
The notational ballot period conclusion should provide a definitive response on whether the motion passes a super-majority of each quadrant.  If the motion passes, then the ratification period begins.  Ratification is a 30-day process where each member of the two quadrants has the opportunity to cast a vote to ratify the EC actions.  For members returning ratification ballots, 67% of those returned ballots should be in the affirmative for the standards to be considered ratified.
Other actions:  Following the vote on the recommendation, Mr. Gallagher made a motion the subcommittee address “certain provisions due to market, security or reliability sensitivity concerns” in an attempt to define those terms in connection with the redaction provision of the standard.  Mr. Schwermann seconded the motion after affirming that the item would be handled in the subcommittee’s normal course of business.  Ms. Weathers noted that she understands the intent of motion but does not believe the language captures it.  Ms. Rehman offered a friendly amendment to the motion, to request the subcommittee to provide greater specificity regarding the language of the standard “certain provisions due to… market sensitivity concerns” in connection with limitations for redaction.  Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Schwermann approved of the amendment.  Mr. Pritchard asked the group if it would be more appropriate to have NERC address the issue.  Mr. Green stated that NERC already addressed the issue through the list and that he does not believe the motion provides the level of specificity needed.  Mr. Mucci stated that motion does not reflect the risk or concern discussed by the EC members.  The vote on the motion to provide direction to the subcommittee for modifications to WEQ-001-13.1.5 or a related standard to provide additional language regarding limitations on redactions for ATC related information that is posted for public access was called.  The motion failed a simple majority vote.  [Vote in section 5 in the minutes as M3].  
3.
New Business 

No new business was discussed.
4.
Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 12:19 PM Central.
5.


	NAESB 2008 WEQ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Voting Record AND ATTENDANCE – April 24, 2008

	Segment/EC Member or Alternate/Member company
	Subsegment
	Attendance
	Voting Record

	
	
	
	M1
	M2
	M3

	Transmission Segment (57% affirmative – M2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Patrick McGovern
	Georgia Transmission Corporation
	Muni/Coop
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Wendy Weathers for S. Cobb
	Salt River Project
	Fed/State/Prov.
	(
	(
	(
	(

	J.T. Wood for D. Ulch
	Southern Company Services
	IOU
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Edward Davis
	Entergy Services, Inc.
	IOU
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Julie Voeck
	American Transmission Company
	ITC
	(
	
	Abstain (NB)
	

	Bob Harshbarger 
	Puget Sound Energy
	at large
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Michael Wells
	WECC 
	At-Large
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Generation Segment  (43% affirmative – M2)
	
	
	
	
	

	William J. Gallagher
	Vermont Public Power Supply Authority
	Muni/Coop
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Kathy York
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Fed/State/Prov.
	(
	(
	(
	

	Jalal Babik
	Dominion Resource Services, Inc.
	IOU
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	John Ciza
	Southern Company Services
	IOU
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Ron Mucci
	Entegra Power Group LLC
	Merchant
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Gary Hinners
	Reliant Energy, Inc.
	at large
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Neal Balu
	Integrys Energy Services, Inc.
	at large
	(
	
	
	

	Marketers/Brokers Segment (33% affirmative – M2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Clay A. Norris
	North Carolina Municipal Power Agency #1
	Muni/Coop
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Valerie Crockett for C. Harmon
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Fed/State/Prov.
	Ballot
	
	(
	

	Ralph Honeycutt
	SUEZ Energy Marketing NA, Inc.
	Not IOU Affiliated
	(
	
	
	

	Jeff Ackerman for M. Mitchell
	Western Area Power Administration
	at large
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	John Apperson
	PacifiCorp Energy
	IOU
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Barry Green
	Electric Power Supply Association (EPSA)
	at large
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Distribution/Load Serving Entities (LSE) Segment  (43% affirmative for M2)
	
	
	
	

	Robert Williams
	Florida Municipal Power Agency
	Muni/Coop
	(
	
	
	

	Robert Schwermann
	Sacramento Municipal Utility District
	Muni/Coop
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Alan Pritchard 
	Duke Energy Corporation
	IOU
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Jeffrey C. Mueller
	Public Service Electric and Gas Company
	IOU
	(
	
	
	

	Robert Martinko
	FirstEnergy Service Company
	at large
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Syd Berwager
	Bonneville Power Administration
	Other
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Andy Rodriquez
	NERC
	At-Large
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	End Users Segment (50% affirmative for M2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Lou Ann Westerfield
	NARUC
	Regulator
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Paul Sorenson
	Open Access Technology International, Inc.
	At-Large
	(
	(
	(
	

	Independent Grid Operators/Planners (57% affirmative for M2)
	
	
	
	
	

	Stu Bresler
	PJM Interconnection
	
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Greg Campoli for J. Castle
	New York Independent System Operator, Inc.
	
	(
	(
	(
	

	Matt Goldberg
	ISO New England, Inc.
	
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Steve Greenleaf
	California ISO
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Joel Mickey
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas
	
	(
	
	( (NB)
	

	Larry Middleton
	Midwest ISO
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Charles Yeung
	Southwest Power Pool
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Quorum (50% of 36 seated members is 18)
	Attendance
	19
	
	
	

	Type of Vote (Simple or Super Majority)
	
	Simple
	Super
	Simple

	Vote Tally
	Total Affirmative
Opposing

Abstentions
Votes Outstanding
	2

17

0

n/a
	18 (50%)

2 (6%)

0

16 (44%)
	8

8

0

n/a

	Outcome
	
	Fail
	Indeterminate
	Fail

	Vote Tally for M2 after notational ballots (NB) returned
	Total Affirmative
Opposing

Abstentions
Votes Outstanding
	
	28 (78%)

3 (8%)

1(3%)
4 (11%)
	

	Outcome for M2 after notational ballots (NB) returned
	
	
	Pass
	


Motions:

M1
Motion 1 was made Barry Green, seconded by Ron Mucci, to modify the main motion  to include text in the standard WEQ-001-13.1.5 regarding reference to a list to be used as guidance to identify reason for redacting ATC related information.  The motion to amend the main motion failed to achieve a 50% simple majority vote.
M2
Motion 2, the main motion, was made by J.T. Wood and seconded by Bill Gallagher to adopt the recommended standard WEQ-001-13.1.5 for ATC information links as presented with six friendly amendments made during the meeting.  The main motion with friendly amendments had 18 votes in favor and 2 votes opposed.  The result is indeterminate and a notational ballot will be sent out.  To pass, the motion needs 6 additional affirmative votes to achieve a minimum 67% threshold of possible voters, and at least one affirmative vote from the marketer-broker segment to achieve or exceed the 40% threshold for all segments.
M3
Motion 3 was made to provide direction to the subcommittee for an enhancement to WEQ-001-13.1.5 or a related standard to provide additional language regarding limitations on redactions for ATC related information that is posted for public access.  This motion failed a simple majority vote by having a tie 8-8 vote.
Notes:

· In the voting column, a blank indicates that the EC member did not attend, was not present when the vote was called, did not return a ballot prior to the meeting, or  did not return a ballot after the meeting.  

· A vote of “Abstain” in the voting column for M2, a super-majority vote, has the same effect as a negative vote and contributes as such to the overall result, but the submitter is casting a vote that is neither in support nor in opposition.

· A notational ballot will be sent out on April 25 with an expected return date of May 2.

	6.
Other Participant Attendance

	Participant
	Organization

	Marcie Otondo
	Arizona Public Service

	Barbara Rehman
	Bonneville Power Administration

	Marjorie Perlman
	Energy East Management

	Narinder Saini
	Entergy Services

	Ed Skiba
	Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB

	Denise Rager
	NAESB

	Ernie Cardone
	New York Independent System Operator

	Renee Free
	Santee Cooper
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