
BPS/ESS/ITS Concepts 
ETC Recommendation
1. What is our scope?
Status: 
Order 890, paragraph 246: 

“We agree with NERC that some elements of ETC are candidates for business practices rather than reliability standards.  Accordingly, we direct public utilities, working through NAESB, to develop business practices necessary for full implementation of the developed MOD-001 reliability standard.”
From the NERC comments:

“Paragraph 117 — As Existing Transmission Commitments (ETC) are included in the calculation of ATC, the NERC standards will define this term and require documentation within the ATC calculation methodology being used. The components included in ETC appear to be candidates for business practices. For example, Native Load uses, reserves, and existing commitments for purchases/exchange/deliveries/sales.”

NOTE: This is reference to paragraph 117 of the NOPR.
Subcommittee analysis:
A. MOD-001 is not the only MOD that NAESB should review; the subcommittee should review all of the ATC-related MODs. (“MOD” refers to NERC standards.)
B. The key question regarding scope is “have the NERC MODs sufficiently addressed ETC such that the MODs can be fully implemented?” The subcommittee will look at MOD-028, MOD-029 and MOD-030, specifically the components included in the equation for determining ETC, for:

1. consistency 

2. sufficient specificity

3. clarity
If any of the above 3 items are not sufficient for full implementation of the NERC MOD, the subcommittee will review the current standards (including draft standards voted out of subcommittee that are not yet ratified) to see if the deficiency is already addressed. If the deficiency is not addressed in the current standards, the subcommittee will determine whether the deficiency is included elsewhere in the 2008 Annual Plan. If it is not addressed in the current standards and not already in the 2008 Annual Plan, this subcommittee will draft standards so that the MOD can be fully implemented. The subcommittee will also review MOD-001 to determine if there is a need for additional business practices. MOD-004 and MOD-008 were reviewed and do not contain references to ETC; therefore, no further work is required by this subcommittee with regards to ETC.
C. The BPS-ESS-ITS will take the responsibility for determining the OASIS posting requirements (transparency) for ETC previously assigned to the ESS-ITS (Annual Plan Item 2.a.vi.4, Order 890 Workplan Group 6).
D. To facilitate the market, the BPS-ESS-ITS will also review the components of ETC for

1. consistency
2. sufficient specificity

3. clarity

within the following bounds:

i. The subcommittee will not review consistency across NERC MODs 028, 029, and 30.
ii. If enhancements are needed, the subcommittee will review the current standards (including draft standards voted out of subcommittee that are not yet ratified) to see if the enhancement is already addressed. If the enhancement is not addressed in the current standards, the subcommittee will determine whether the enhancement is included elsewhere in the 2008 Annual Plan. If it is not addressed in the current standards and not already in the 2008 Annual Plan, this subcommittee will draft standards.

See ETC Components document for further definition of scope.
2. Does the subcommittee need additional business practices with regard to MOD-001 (and ETC)?
Status: No specific additional business practices are need with regard to MOD-001. Do not anticipate concerns with the definition of ETC; however, the subcommittee may re-think this position if necessary. (5-14-2008)
3. See documents containing questions on each component of ETC.
Status: 
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