eTariff Technical Issues

Draft 10/18/2007


This document is the shell / beginning of a Technical Issues narrative to be included either in the FAQs section or the Technical Section in the Implementation Guide – TBD.  The issues are presented in no particular order.
· Explanation of how to submit files that are greater than 50 MB (it may be more appropriate for this to go in the technical specs section)

· What are the allowed formats for documents that will not reside in FERC's tariff database?  

· Transmittal letter, form of notice and redlined tariff - Microsoft Word (or equivalent such as Word Perfect) or Adobe Acrobat?

· Spreadsheets – native format (so FERC can see formulas) – Excel or Lotus; can the files be zipped to decrease the size?

· Rate Case Schedules – Excel or tab delimited (no change to the existing requirements).

FERC Staff answer:
We are proposing to use the same formats and requirements for attachments as the Secretary of the Commission posts for e-Library.  See  http://www.ferc.gov/help/submission-guide/electronic-media.asp.

· What are the allowed formats for submission of the documents that will be stored in the FERC tariff database?

· Maps (picture of the map and not searchable): .pdf or .jpg 

· Tariff Text: Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat, ASCII, Rich Text format or Plain Text

· Rate spreadsheets

· Tariff sheets which have embedded graphs and other tables?

FERC Staff answer:
Staff’s proposed electronic tariff text formats are ASCII and HTML, and PDF for tariff text as an attachment

· Does ‘alphanumeric’ include special characters (e.g. apostrophes)? – Yes, if they are printable characters.
Comment:
Attachment Reference Code:

We need to be able to send more than one of the same type.
· Attachment Document – need to explain the format, use of binary data versus ‘native format’.  Also need to explain how to handle attachments that are > 50 MB.  It must be broken down into 2 attachments.  For example, if the attachment is 52 MB, then break it in to two attachments neither of which is > 50MB.  For the Attachment Document File Name – need to describe whether you can use spaces in the name. 

· Record Proposed Effective Date – specified format like mmddyyyy.  For electric industry filings, can “00/00/0000” be used if the effective date is contingent on FERC approval, the closing of a plant sale, etc?

· Record Binary Data:
explain that it is the binary format and that extensions are not included.  Also html, ASCII or something else.  Discuss whether the headers and footers as they currently exist will be included in the Record Raw Data and the limitations on Office 2007. 
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