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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
Wholesale Gas and Wholesale Electric Quadrants 

eTariff Technical Task Force members and Interested Industry Participants
FROM:
Ed Overtree, Meeting/Project Manager
RE:
Draft Minutes of eTariff Technical Task Force Meetings 

November 28, 29 and 30, 2007
DATE:
December 6, 2007
WEQ and WGQ eTariff Technical Task Force Meetings
November 28, 2007 – 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Mountain
November 29, 2007 – 8:00 AM to 9:30 PM Mountain
November 30, 2007 – 8:00 AM to Noon, Mountain

Phoenix, Arizona – Arizona Public Service
Draft Minutes 
1.
Welcome and Administrative Items
Mr. Brooks opened the meeting and welcomed the eTTF participants.  Mr. Overtree read the antitrust guidelines.  The participants reviewed the draft agenda.  Ms. Davis suggested that approval of October 22-23, 2007 meeting minutes be considered at the beginning of the November 30, 2007 meeting and moved to accept the draft agenda as modified.  The motion passed without objection.
2.
Status updates on all action items and open issues
The eTTF reviewed the October 24, 2007 list of action items and open issues and confirmed that all had been completed except shared tariff owners filing tariff sections, nillable characters within XML and a list of error codes.  Keith Pierce of FERC will modify the e-Tariff Filing Rules Listing document to add the missing attachment codes for the “clean version of submitted changes”.
3. Resolve open issues.  If necessary document any issues that remain open or unresolved
Mr. Brooks noted that nillables and the appearance of headers and footers after filing remain open issues.  Ms. Daly added that multi-party participation agreements (shared tariff owners filing requirements) is also an issue.  At last report, FERC was looking at whether or not one entity can file for all participants.  Mr. Pierce responded that joint filings are doable via the XML schema (by repeat filings), but he is still trying to get an answer on whether or not FERC will accept joint filings.  He affirmed that joint filings will require FERC approval.

Mr. Kravis inquired whether or not some of the proposed use cases data constitute open items, since some of them seem tentative as currently drafted.  Ms. Davis responded that the tentativeness is only because final wording has not yet been discussed, as it will be at this meeting.
4. Review and approve the proposal for FERC downloadable data files

The group discussed the CSV draft document dated November 26, 2007 and entered edits via webcast.  Mr. Burden explained the spreadsheets to help filers comply.  Ms. Davis noted a number of grammar and format corrections that were made to the draft.  She also suggested adding the real names for filing types, and Mr. Pierce agreed.  Ms. Key said not to forget italics.
Ms. Davis inquired what are these codes for?  Mr. Coleman replied that they are the options available from FERC’s pre-existing software system.  Ms. Davis suggested that the draft language point out to filers that these codes are alternatives and that parties don’t have to use all of them.  Mr. Brooks commented that filers won’t have to determine which filing type to select, as FERC’s system will do that for them.

Ms. Davis asked whether or not a picture of a filing screen would help filers?  Mr. Brooks suggested this section be prefaced by a statement that it is intended only for programmers.  He also asked whether or not the spreadsheets should be added to the text?  Ms. Castronovo replied that she tried that, but space limitations precluded same.  Ms. Davis said she would try to add an example filing to the text on the next draft.  Mr. Brooks suggested a link or reference to an example elsewhere might also work.

Then eTTF proceeded to re-draft the first paragraph via edits on webcast.  Ms. Nagle pointed out that FERC gave gas pipelines the option to file negotiated rates themselves, or the entire negotiated rate agreements, and asked whether or not that will still be acceptable to FERC.  Mr. Goldenberg replied that both options remain, but either must now be filed via e-Tariff.  Mr. Pierce agreed, noting that, in general, FERC policies are not intended to be altered by e-Tariff.  Mr. Burden suggested that this point be made in discussions with the e-Tariff Subcommittee (“business sessions”).  Ms. Nagle pointed out that an additional filing code will be needed.
Mr. Pierce reminded eTTF that FERC has committed to meet with all interested filers, after e-Tariff is ready, to discuss filing techniques, tips and helpful reminders. 

Mr. Kravis asked whether or not the alternatives could be amended to read either Yes/No or True/False, instead of some the former and others the latter?  It was agreed to use Yes/No as the standard nomenclature for these types of data fields.
Ms. Key noted that defined terms are used within the document but not capitalized in many places.

5. Assist the TIBP editor (Dale Davis) with areas requiring eTTF participation

Ms. Davis noted that she intended to move the text describing the process flow nearer to the process flow diagram.  Mr. Brooks agreed, noting that the text is scope description as well as process description.  He asked for deletion of the outline text on page 6.

A lengthy discussion followed about FERC’s e-mail notices to the filer and the eRegistered entity.  Mr. Goldenberg noted that a second e-mail notice goes to shared-tariff users, and suggested adding to the process flow chart that an e-mail will also be sent to the eRegistered company.  Mr. Pierce noted that Office of the Secretary (OSEC) has changed to Secretary of the Commission (SOC).
At this point the eTTF recessed for the day on November 28, 2007.

Mr. Kravis inquired how filers can assure that their respective software is and remains compatible with FERC’s?  Mr. Coleman responded that the design parameters are posted on www.ferc.gov  and will remain posted indefinitely.  Mr. Kravis noted that he understands that software testing and a “sandbox” to do so will be initially provided, but this level of software testing might not be available continuously after e-Tariff is in production.  Mr. Pierce confirmed that, due to FERC’s inability to commit future budget spending in advance.
6. Review and approve final use case materials

The eTTF reviewed the pages of the draft Implementation Guide devoted to use cases and entered edits via webcast.  Mr. Pierce recommended avoiding use of software extensions as filenames for uniformity of appearance of filed documents.  Mr. Goldenberg added that filings’ attachments can be created using many software packages as specified by FERC regulations.  Mr. Pierce agreed, confirming that FERC’s eLibrary accepts many different document types generated by FERC approved software packages and that all valid types of filings and attachments will make it to eLibrary.

Ms. Davis noted that she is compiling spelling, format and grammar corrections that to save time, she will enter on the draft Implementation Guide between meetings.  She also noted that not all use cases on the task force’s list will be set forth in detail in the Implementation Guide, as there are hundreds of them.  Ms. Castronovo agreed, stating that filers will have to acclimate themselves to the system by using it, with the benefit of the patterns introduced in the Implementation Guide’s limited sampling of use cases.  Ms. Davis agreed, and offered to add footnotes to the list of use cases, to assist filers.
Ms. Castronovo recommended reconciling all non-technical terms used in the Implementation Guide’s text and in the body of the use cases.  Mr. Pierce noted that at a later date, FERC will discuss with filers valid attachment filing types and if flexibility with names associated with each filing type can be accommodated.  All filings must include a Transmittal Letter in the form and name prescribed, or the filing will be rejected by FERC’s system.  

FERC staff then related some changes to Oil use cases that were edited via webcast.  Then at Mr. Pierce’s suggestion, eTTF decided to delete five Gas use cases on “squeezed sheets” that are not necessary to demonstrate the techniques.
7. Review and approve the eTTF technical sections of the TIBP 

The group reviewed the XML schema with tariff data and edited it until it reflected the sample data in one of the Gas use cases.  Mr. Brooks asked why there are hyphens in the Proposed Effective Date field; Mr. Coleman explained that FERC’s system looks for hyphens in that field.

The group continued by reviewing a separate nine-page draft Implementation Guide section by Ms. Castronovo and entered edits via webcast.

Ms. Davis explained her organizational changes to FERC staff’s draft of the Implementation Guide tables, and her addition of a plain English explanation of the contents of those tables.

The eTTF reviewed the section on code values, which explains to recipients what they can expect to receive in Comma-Separated Values (CSV) download files available from FERC.

Then eTTF proceeded, for almost six additional hours, to review all the “pink pages” of the draft Implementation Guide (pink signifies combined technical and business issues) and entered edits via webcast.  Almost all of the changes made were editorial, to make the Implementation Guide easier to read and understand.  At the end of the evening only three pages remained to be reviewed.  Ms. Davis undertook to generate and distribute the next draft.
At this point the eTTF recessed for the day on November 29, 2007.

The eTTF reviewed the “pink pages” for an additional three hours and entered additional edits via webcast.    Ms. Davis undertook to generate and distribute the next draft.

8. Develop plans to assist the TIBP editor in completing the document 
Other Business/Next Steps.
After discussion, eTTF decided to meet again within two weeks, to vote on the technical portions of the Implementation Guide, then discuss any remaining business issues in early January with the eTariff, so that by the January 23-25, 2008 meetings in Colorado Springs, the e-Tariff Subcommittee will be able to finalize the Implementation Guide.
9. Adjourn

Ms. Daly moved to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at Noon Mountain time on November 30, 2007.
10. Attendance
	Name
	Organization
	Quadrant*
	Segment
	11/28
	11/29
	11/30

	Tony Barracchini
	FERC
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Naomi Bourg
	Northern Natural Gas
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Louise Bradford
	Trunkline Gas Company
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Dick Brooks
	ISO New England
	WEQ
	IGO
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Christopher Burden 
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Amy Castronovo
	Enbridge
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Betty Coleman
	Xcel Energy Services
	WEQ
	Trans
	In Person
	In Person
	Phone

	Charlie Coleman
	FERC
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	In Person

	Adrianne Cook
	AOPL
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	David Crabtree
	Tampa Electric Co. 
	WEQ 
	Marketer/Broker
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	John Cutting
	NYISO
	WEQ
	IGO
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Jane Daly
	Arizona Public Service
	WEQ
	Trans
	In Person and Phone
	In Person
	In Person

	David Darnell
	Systrends USA
	RGQ
	Services
	Phone
	
	

	Dale Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Carmen Fish 
	Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	George Godding
	FERC
	
	
	Phone
	
	

	Mike Goldenberg
	FERC
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Maureen Hamilton
	Panhandle Energy Pipelines
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	
	
	Phone

	Jennifer Key
	Steptoe & Johnson
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone 
	Phone
	

	Gary Kravis
	Unicon
	WGQ
	Services
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Nader Kutub
	Arizona Public Service 
	WGQ
	End User
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Len Levine
	AOPL
	
	
	
	Phone
	

	Marcus Lotto
	Southern California Edison
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone
	
	

	Kristine Mespelli
	National Grid
	WEQ
	Trans
	In Person
	In Person
	

	Nan Misksovsky
	Transco
	WGQ 
	Pipeline
	
	Phone
	Phone

	Pamela Mills
	San Diego Gas & Electric/SoCalGas
	
	
	Phone
	
	

	Molly Nagle
	Tennessee Gas Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	David Nick
	DTE Energy
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone
	
	

	Casey Nutsch
	FERC
	
	
	Phone
	
	

	Ed Overtree
	NAESB
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Gordon Pennington
	United Illuminating Company
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone
	
	

	Marjorie Perlman
	Energy East
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone
	Phone
	

	Keith Pierce
	FERC
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Hassan Shah
	Entergy
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Lisa Sieg
	E.ON U.S.
	
	
	Phone
	Phone
	Phone

	Leigh Spangler
	Latitude Technologies
	WEQ
	Services
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Mike Stender
	El Paso Natural Gas
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Tony Straquadine
	Alliance Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	Phone
	Phone
	

	Martin Warr
	BP Energy Co.
	WGQ
	Supplier
	In Person
	In Person
	In Person

	Wade Williston
	Entergy Services
	WEQ
	Trans
	Phone
	
	

	Don Zeiszler
	Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline
	
	Phone
	Phone


* blanks signify non-members of NAESB
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