Electric Comments on Certain Open Issues
CORRECTED

To:
NAESB WEQ / WGQ eTariff Subcommittee Co-Chairs Jane Daly and Keith Sappenfield

From:
NAESB WEQ / WGQ eTariff Technical Task Force (eTTF) Co-Chairs Dick Brooks and Christopher Burden

Subject:
eTTF Work Product and Open Issues

Date:

December 13, 2007

______________________________________________________________________

On December 10, 2007 the eTariff Technical Task Force unanimously adopted the technical aspects of the attached proposed eTariff Implementation Guide.  The specific sections adopted were those highlighted in pumpkin color and the technical aspects of the sections highlighted in pink.  

Additionally, during the review of the technical aspects of the eTariff process, certain business issues were identified.  A list of such issues is attached.  

Attachment to memo from eTTF Co-Chairs to eTariff subcommittee Co-Chairs 12/14/07

Following is a list of open issues identified in the eTTF (technical group) for the eTariff Subcommittee (business group):

· “Tariff” versus “tariff” – Keith Pierce has proposed a definition for “Tariff” (Capital “T” - Proposed D6 – Page 5).  Do we need a definition for “tariff” (lower case ‘t’)?  
To avoid confusion, the Electric Group proposes that the implementation guide use the term “Jurisdictional Documents” rather than “tariff” to mean the range of rate-related documents that will be filed under the NAESB standard.  For the electric sector, those will include tariffs, non-conforming service agreements, and independent rate schedules, and the gas and oil sectors may have other types of filings that should be reflected.  
· Negotiated rate and non-conforming agreements (i.e., all jurisdictional agreements) have to be filed via the eTariff filing process as a Tariff Record.  Does an explanation of this need to be included in the implementation guide given that currently these agreements do not have to be a part of the Tariff? (see Frequently Asked Questions)  
The electric group understands this question relates to a specific gas industry situation involving how gas pipelines must file negotiated rates and non-conforming agreements and does not relate to electric Jurisdictional Documents in any way.

· Tariff Title explanation – consistency with FERC reporting.
The Tariff Title will be a title given to a set of Jurisdictional Documents in the same electronic Tariff (i.e., the same database).  The industries and FERC do not currently use the concept of the term “Tariff Title”. i.e., there is no term used to describe the filed Jurisdicitonal Documents of an entity, so there is thus no need for consistency with any current FERC reporting.   
· Guidelines for the Clean Copy for eLibrary are not in accordance with some participants understanding (including headers and footers).  
The Electric Group has made a proposal on this issue, recommending that no headers or footers be required in clean copy to be posted in eLibrary, while allowing Submitters the option to use headers and footers if they voluntarily so choose. No prior understanding existed, as this remained an open business issue from Houston meeting.  
· Attachment Description:

Need to finalize, with input from FERC, what has to be put in this field – does it have to be the exact description that FERC has for the attachment (even though it may not be 100% accurate), the exact description with the ability to append additional text, or a free form text field for the Tariff Submitter to use to describe the attachment as they see fit?
[MISO supports exact]
· The upload validation process may or may not include an authorization check to determine if a Tariff Submitter, identified by a Registered Company Login Number, is authorized to file on behalf of the company_id contained in the filing, e.g. Tariff Submitters with Section 205 filing rights.   This is an issue of ‘shared filings’ which refers to any situation where multiple parties are allowed to add or change the contents of a specific Tariff, which is associated with one company_id.

· A decision is needed with regard to how joint filings will be accommodated.  Will each Tariff Submitter be required to file a separate Tariff Filing of a joint agreement / contract / tariff.  A “Joint Filing” refers to a tariff document/sheet/section containing the same exact material (content) that may be filed by multiple parties as part of their Tariff Filing.

As the draft guide indicates, this is a separate issue from how multiple entities with shared rights to a Jurisdictional Document can file and modify the document.  In both cases, the Electric Group recommends that the guide call on FERC to give the owners substantial flexibility to determine how they will file and manage their Jurisdictional Documents, but to also avoid the need for multiple parties to have to file essentially identical Filings. 






















































































































































