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TO:
Wholesale Gas Quadrant and Wholesale Electric Quadrant e-Tariff Subcommittee members, and Interested Industry Participants
FROM:
Laura Kennedy, Director, Standards Development
RE:
Final Minutes of e-Tariff Subcommittee Conference Call – August 20, 2007
DATE:
August 21, 2007
WEQ and WGQ E-Tariff Subcommittee Conference Call
August 20, 2007 – 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM Central
Final Minutes 
1.
Welcome and Administrative Items
Mr. Sappenfield opened the meeting and welcomed the meeting participants.  Ms. Kennedy read the antitrust guidelines.  The participants reviewed the draft agenda.  Mr. Sappenfield noted that there had been a request to prioritize the order of the data elements that will be discussed during this meeting and there had also been a request to add some data elements.

Lines 37 (Tariff Record Title), 38 (Tariff Record Number), 39 (Tariff Record Collation Value), and 41 (Tariff Record Parent or Container Identifier) were moved to the beginning of the list.  Lines 11-19f (the contacts and people) were moved to the end of the list.  Lines 5 (Company Identifier) and 36 (Tariff record Identifier) were added to the list of items to be discussed.

Ms. Daly asked the group if the plan was to complete the business practice standards development for e-Tariff by the end of the year.  This will include the standards for the XML schema.  It was the consensus of the participants that the goal to complete all of the e-Tariff business practice standards by the end of the year remains.  Mr. Burden stated that the subcommittee needs to reach a conclusion on many details and will need to have input from FERC staff to determine what FERC will accommodate.  Mr. Brooks stated that many of the details Mr. Burden is concerned with are included in the XML schema.  Ms. Davis stated that the XML schema may or may not address all of the technical issues.  Mr. Brooks stated that the e-Tariff Technical Task Force will strive to include as much detail as possible into the XML schema.  Mr. Brooks noted that XML is far richer and provides more to work with than X12 because explicit descriptions can be included in the XML schema itself that will provide the ability to annotate the data elements.
Ms. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Van Pelt, to adopt the agenda as revised.  The motion passed without objection.
2.
Further discussion on specific metadata elements noted during the July 27 meeting that would require further discussion
Next, the subcommittee discussed the metadata elements that required further discussion:
Line 37 – Tariff Record Title; Line 38 – Tariff Record Number; Line 39 – Tariff Record Collation Value; and Line 41 – Tariff Record Parent or Container Identifier:  Mr. Burden stated that Lines 37-39 and 41 were to be combined to create the Table of Contents for the tariff.  He stated that several work papers were posted by the Gas Electric Oil Coalition:  GEOC "Peoples" Work Paper; GEOC Work Paper - Explanation of Example Tariffs; and GEOC Work Paper - Example Tariffs - Sheet Sectional Combo.  The Example Tariffs – Sheet Sectional Combo work paper provides an example of how the fields will be combined to create the Table of Contents for the tariff documents.
Ms. Castronovo provided an overview of the example work paper.  She noted that the examples provide flexibility for software vendors to create software to load the tariff and related documents and send to the FERC.
Mr. Coleman stated that these items were envisioned by FERC so that the Record Number field could be used for section type tariffs.  This field when used for section type tariffs will provide easy and flexible processing of sectional numbers.  The Record Number could then be prefixed on the Record Title.  The Record Collation Value provides a way to make sure items were in order based on the numbering by section.  The Parent Record Number or Container Identifier is to satisfy the needs to build a hierarchy.
Ms. Key noted that the examples include section based tariffs in addition to sheet based tariffs and then a third example provides a way for multiple sections to be included in one record.  Mr. Coleman stated that in the examples the Record Number field is used for different purposes in each example.
Mr. Coleman added that Tariff Record Title and Tariff Record Number were to be for informational display only.  The Tariff Record Collation Value is for sorting purposes within the particular node.  Tariff Record Parent or Container Identifier was to show the hierarchy to display the items.  Mr. Coleman suggested that the e-Tariff Technical Task Force further discuss these items during the meeting on August 23-24 in Washington, DC.
Ms. Key stated that the examples provide options for the use of Tariff Record Title and tariff Record Number.  Mr. Novak stated that while there are multiple ways to work through the data elements, there should be a standardized definition and use for each data element.  He stated that the e-Tariff Subcommittee and the e-Tariff  Technical Task Force should work to make the sectional and sheet based tariff examples as similar as possible.  Mr. Novak asked if FERC staff had a proposal for an alternate way to display the text that states for example “3rd Revised Sheet No. x”.  Mr. K. Pierce stated that FERC staff did have ideas on how that could be done.  There was discussion regarding the use of a smart number to provide the indication of which revision of the sheet is referenced.  Ms. Davis stated that would force the use of a sectional tariff.
The subcommittee determined that the e-Tariff  Technical Task Force would further discuss options during the meeting on August 23-24, 2007.

Line 5 – Company Identifier and Line 8 – Database Identifier:  Mr. Coleman stated that during the July 27 meeting there had been questions whether more than one company is filing a single document.  He stated that the group determined that it would ask Mr. K. Pierce what should be entered in the Company Identifier field if more than one company was filing a single document.  Mr. K. Pierce stated that if there is a single tariff owned by more than one company, then the companies can make filings with the use of the Company ID.
For Line 8, Mr. K. Pierce stated that a company could have more than one Database, such as in the case of the need to maintain the Chinese wall between the transmission sections and marketing section of the company.  Mr. K. Pierce added that Order 614 stated that each company must maintain its own tariff.
Mr. Burden asked if Mr. K. Pierce envisioned a company having the ability to give out its ID number to another party to make adjustments to the tariff and if there was security on the ID in the database.  Mr. K. Pierce said that it would be a possibility for a company to give its ID to another party, but it would be up to the company to determine who to give the ID information.  As for security, Mr. K. Pierce said there would not be security on the ID within the database.
Line 20 – Associated Filing:  Mr. K. Pierce stated that if more than one filing type is to be combined into a single filing for compliance filings, the submitter should choose the most logical filing to associate  and only submit one associated filing.  He also indicated there would not be an Associated Filing when it is a compliance filing made in response to a rulemaking (RM) docket.
Line 26 – Attachment Reference Code:  Mr. K. Pierce stated that FERC staff expects that the documents in use today will be updated in the FERC regulations.
Line 27 – Waiver Requested:  Mr. Coleman stated that the e-Tariff  Technical Task Force can decide what makes the most sense.  Ms Davis asked if for the required attachments, do the files have to have an indicator designating one way or the other and what happens if you leave it blank?  Will FERC making any presumptions on waivers being requested based off what is in the transmittal letter?  Mr. K. Pierce replied that yes, you have to provide this information for required attachments and no, FERC will not rely on the transmittal letter to determine if a waiver is requested.  Mr. Sappenfield stated that it is best to leave it up to the technical group how this field will be described and when it will be required.  
Line 30 – Document Security Level:  The e-Tariff  Technical Task Force will also discuss this item.
Lines 11-19f – the contacts and people involved:  Ms. Key reviewed the work paper submitted that described the people involved in the tariff submission process:  GEOC "Peoples" Work Paper.  Mr. K. Pierce stated that the only two individuals FERC will need are the name of the submitter (Filer) and the signer of the documents (Signer).  After further discussion it was determined that the e-Tariff  Technical Task Force would determine what individuals should be included on the service lists.  This information will be presented to FERC staff and the FERC staff will determine what FERC can support in its database.  Mr. Goldenberg explained that the Filer is the person who logs on through e Filing and the Signer is the authorizing person.  He stated that there will no longer be a need for an Issuer.  Further, Additional Communications people will be handled through the eFiling service list mechanism.
3.
Next Steps
The e-Tariff  Technical Task Force will meet on August 23-24, 2007 at FERC’s offices in Washington, DC.  The meeting times are 1:30 PM to 6:00 PM Eastern on August 23 and 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM Eastern on August 24.
4.
Adjourn
Ms. Nagle moved, seconded by Ms. Davis, to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 2:46 PM Central.
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	Attendee
	Organization
	Quadrant
	Segment

	Naomi Bourg
	Northern Natural Gas
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Louise Bradford
	Trunkline Gas Company
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Dick Brooks
	ISO New England
	WEQ
	IGO

	Christopher Burden 
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Oliver Burke
	Energy Transmission
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Amy Castronovo
	Enbridge
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Betty Coleman
	Xcel Energy
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Charlie Coleman
	FERC
	
	

	Adrianne Cook
	Association of Oil Pipelines
	
	

	David Crabtree
	Tampa Electric Company
	WEQ
	Marketer/Broker

	John Cutting
	NY ISO
	WEQ
	IGO

	Jane Daly
	Arizona Public Service
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Dale Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Pauline Foley
	Arizona Public Service Company
	WGQ
	End User

	Cliff Garner
	Portland General Electric
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Michael Goldenberg
	FERC
	
	

	Deepender Gupta
	Entergy Services
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Dona Gussow
	Florida Power and Light
	WGQ
	End User

	KC Hairston
	Balch & Bingham
	WEQ
	Marketer/Broker

	Brian Hall
	CenterPoint Energy
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Matthew Hammell
	Florida Power and Light
	WEQ
	Generation

	Maurene Hamilton
	Sea Robin Pipeline Co.
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Andrew Hinz
	FERC
	
	

	Erich Hunt
	Pacific Gas and Electric
	WGQ
	LDC

	Laura Kennedy
	NAESB
	
	

	Jennifer Key
	Steptoe & Johnson
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Marcus Lotto
	Southern California Edison
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Beth Martin
	We Energies
	WEQ
	Generation

	Nancy Miksovsky
	Pine Needle LNG
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Brian Moran
	Portland General Electric
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Lynn Myers
	Southern California Edison Company
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Molly Nagle
	Southern Natural Gas Company
	WGQ 
	Pipeline

	Kim Needels
	New York State Electric and Gas
	WEQ
	Transmission

	David Nick
	DTE Energy
	WGQ
	Services

	Mike Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution
	WGQ
	LDC

	Marjorie Perlman
	Energy East
	WGQ
	LDC

	Keith Pierce
	FERC
	
	

	Mark Pierce
	Spectra Energy
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Denise Rager
	NAESB
	
	

	Chris Raup
	Consolidated Edison
	WGQ
	LDC

	Keith Sappenfield
	EnCana
	WGQ
	Services

	Denice Simpson
	Ameren
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Virginia Snyder
	PJM Interconnection
	WEQ
	IGO

	Leigh Spangler
	Latitude Technologies
	WGQ
	Services

	Mike Stender
	El Paso Corporation
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Bob Stroh
	Bruder, Gentile & Marcoux
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Michelle Van Gordon
	Midwest ISO
	WEQ
	IGO

	Kim Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line
	WGQ
	Pipeline

	Wade Williston
	Entergy
	WEQ
	Transmission

	Randy Young
	Gulf South Pipeline Company
	WGQ
	Pipeline
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