Attachment to memo from eTTF Co-Chairs to eTariff subcommittee Co-Chairs 12/14/07

Following is a list of open issues identified in the eTTF (technical group) for the eTariff Subcommittee (business group):

· “Tariff” versus “tariff” – Keith Pierce has proposed a definition for “Tariff” (Capital “T” - Proposed D6 – Page 5).  Do we need a definition for “tariff” (lower case ‘t’)?

· Negotiated rate and non-conforming agreements (i.e., all jurisdictional agreements) have to be filed via the eTariff filing process as a Tariff Record.  Does an explanation of this need to be included in the implementation guide given that currently these agreements do not have to be a part of the Tariff?
As I understand, the negotiated rate agreements and the non-conforming agreements will actually become part of the eTariff.  So, yes, these documents will be an eTariff submission as a Tariff Record along with a transmittal letter. 

These agreements may be filed as (1) a Whole Document .pdf, or (2) secton-based format.  If the Whole Document choice is made and in the future the agreement was amended, the entire agreement would have to be refiled.  However, the other choice is to file the agreement in a section-based format, illustrated below,this way if an amendment is required the filing party would only have to resubmit the specific section where the change occurs, of course, along with a transmittal letter and marked version.

Section 1  Negotiated Rate Agreements
                                    1 1 Tennessee and XYZ Gas Transportation Agreement
1.1.1               Service Agreement
1.1.2               Exhibit A
1.1.3               Exhibit B
1.1.4               Negotiated Rate Letter
1.2 Tennessee and ABC Gas Transportation Agreement
1.2.1               Service Agreement
1.2.2               Exhibit A
1.2.3               Exhibit B
1.2.4               Negotiated Rate Letter
· (see Frequently Asked Questions)

· Tariff Title explanation – consistency with FERC reporting.

· Guidelines for the Clean Copy for eLibrary are not in accordance with some participants understanding (including headers and footers).
Think of the document as one that is currently circulated for service, either electronically or paper copy.  This document is generally collapsed into a .pdf file.  This .pdf file contains the transmittal letter, the tariff content (sheets), the marked tariff content (sheets), and all attachments as filed with the FERC.  The verbiage of "clean copy" is probably not the correct vernacular.  The .pdf file contains the tariff content (sheet) that resides in the pipelines' tariff software.  The documentation on the tariff sheet,  whether headers and footers or just headers or footers, contains Company Name, Tariff Volume, Issue Date, Effective Date, Sheet No. and Superseding Sheet No. i.e., identifiable information for pipelines and customers.  Whether the pipeline will use a third party software company or its own in-house personnel; the software will contain this identifiable information; however, this information will not be coded with meta data and will not be picked up by the FERC in the eTariff Filing process.
The pipeline software will be designed to incorporate FERC mandated meta data for purposes of FERC's eTariff software.  The .pdf file will be attached to the eTariff filing and posted (uploaded) on eLibrary in order to have the complete copy of a filing one click away.  The FERC will post (upload) on eLibrary the same eTariff content, but FERC's chosen identifiable information will not be identical to a pipeline's "clean tariff" provision included in the pipeline's .pdf file. FERC's will post (upload) the submitted eTariff data in separate "pieces"  because the submitted xml eTariff submission is pulled apart when incorporating into the FERC software.
· Attachment Description:

Need to finalize, with input from FERC, what has to be put in this field – does it have to be the exact description that FERC has for the attachment (even though it may not be 100% accurate), the exact description with the ability to append additional text, or a free form text field for the Tariff Submitter to use to describe the attachment as they see fit?

· The upload validation process may or may not include an authorization check to determine if a Tariff Submitter, identified by a Registered Company Login Number, is authorized to file on behalf of the company_id contained in the filing, e.g. Tariff Submitters with Section 205 filing rights.   This is an issue of ‘shared filings’ which refers to any situation where multiple parties are allowed to add or change the contents of a specific Tariff, which is associated with one company_id.

· A decision is needed with regard to how joint filings will be accommodated.  Will each Tariff Submitter be required to file a separate Tariff Filing of a joint agreement / contract / tariff.  A “Joint Filing” refers to a tariff document/sheet/section containing the same exact material (content) that may be filed by multiple parties as part of their Tariff Filing.

