
Electric Position on Headers and Footers in Clean Copies of eTariff Records

EEI and RTOs and ISOs with whom we have been discussing the FERC/ NAESB eTariff issue propose that the Commission no longer require headers and footers in tariffs, non-conforming service agreements, rate schedules, and any other jurisdictional documents, or portions thereof, that must be submitted in clean format for posting in eLibrary in connection with Tariff Filings.  That is, the clean copy of changed or new Tariff Records that are submitted for posting in eLibrary as part of a Tariff Filing should not have any mandatory header or footer requirement.  On the other hand, Tariff Submitters should have the voluntary option to include any reasonable quantity of information they may wish in headers and footers.  

The reason for this recommendation is as follows:  Under the eTariff system, each Jurisdictional Document that is placed into the eTariff data base – including any amendments to such documents – will contain a significant amount of metadata for each Tariff Record that constitutes the document.  These metadata will include information most of which, until now, has been provided in headers and footers, plus additional information.  Furthermore, much of the metadata, as well as the text to which the meta data are attached, will be available for viewing via a public viewer, and we anticipate that the viewer will be able to print meta data for each Tariff Record along with the text of the Tariff Record.  Therefore, there should no longer be a need for headers and footers.

In addition, the Record Binary Data “files” that will be used to create the Tariff Records in the public viewer will not be allowed to include any headers or footers.  Therefore, if the Commission retains a header and footer requirement for jurisdictional documents, that information will have to be stripped from the documents for submittal to the eTariff data base.  This would impose an unnecessary burden.  Instead, the public and all parties seeking to review jurisdictional documents can simply rely on the public viewer to provide information that otherwise would be included in headers and footers.  At the same time, if a Tariff Submitter wishes to include information in headers and footers of documents submitted for posting in eLibrary, the Tariff Submitter should have the option to do so, but it should not be required to do so.
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