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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

via email and posting

August 25, 2008

TO:  
NAESB Board of Directors, Executive Committee (EC) Members, EC Alternates, and Invited Guests

FROM: 

Rae McQuade, NAESB President and COO

RE:  
Announcement: NAESB Board Meeting and related NAESB Meetings - September 24-25, 2008

Dear Board members, EC members, EC alternates and invited guests,

As noted in other communications, we are pleased to announce the upcoming Board meeting on September 25, 2008 in Houston, Texas at the Hilton Houston North Hotel (formerly named the Wyndham Greenspoint Hotel).  The specifics of the meeting are:

Board of Directors Meeting (business casual attire):

Where: 

Hilton Houston North Hotel, 12400 Greenspoint Drive, Houston, TX 77060, Phone: 281-875-2222


When:

September 25 - 9:00 am to 1:00 pm C (a buffet lunch will be served during the meeting)

Board Reception and Dinner with Invited Speaker (business casual attire):

Where: 
Houston Petroleum Club (800 Bell Avenue in downtown Houston, 43rd Floor), with bus transportation provided from the Hilton Houston North Hotel)


When:

September 24, 6:00 pm reception and 7:00 pm dinner seating

Related Board Committee Meetings held in the Hilton Houston North Hotel (business casual attire):

Wholesale Gas Leadership Meeting 
September 24 -  from Noon to 3:00 pm C, (a working lunch will be served at this meeting)


Retail Leadership Meeting 
September 24 -  from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm C


Resources Committee Meeting 
September 25 -from 8:00 am to 9:00 am C (a breakfast will be served during the meeting)
We are very fortunate that Bob Gee will be our dinner speaker speaking on the topic of China’s power sector – an article he recently penned for the Energy Law Review (http://www.naesb.org/misc/chinas_power_sector.pdf).  Bob is a long time friend to both NAESB and its predecessor GISB, and  he serves on our Advisory Council and has done so since its inception.  Bob is the president and founder of the Gee Strategies Group LLC, a consulting firm providing policy analysis, advocacy, and litigation support services based in Washington, D.C.  His background and experience clearly qualify him as sought-after key advisor to the energy, utility and critical infrastructure industries through a thirty-year record of achievement --  including Assistant Secretary for Policy and International Affairs and as Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy of the U.S. Department of Energy in Washington, D.C, chairman of the Public Utility Commission of Texas and chairman of the Committee on Electricity for the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.   His biography follows.  We are very excited to have Bob as our dinner speaker, and with the many changes facing the global energy market and China’s impact, we know his remarks will be thought provoking and well received.
As with all our meetings, these events are open to any interested party. For the meetings, conference calling will be available should you be unable to attend in person. Please contact Veronica Thomason (vthomason@naesb.org, 713-356-0060) for additional information on the meeting and conference calling information. A room block at the Hilton Houston North Hotel with a NAESB negotiated rate of $139.00 for a standard king or double, $159.00 for an executive king, $179.00 for a junior suite and $199.00 for a parlor suite will be available until September 8 by contacting the hotel reservation line at 866-577-1154.  Please RSVP by September 12 if you plan to attend in person or call into the meeting. Board materials including the agenda should be posted shortly.

We hope you will be able to make the dinner on the September 24 followed by the Board meeting on September 25.  We also encourage you to attend the related Board Committee meetings on both September 24 and 25.
Best Regards,

Rae McQuade

Rae McQuade

NAESB President and COO
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ROBERT W. GEE
Robert W. Gee is President and Founder of the Gee Strategies Group LLC, a consulting firm providing policy analysis, advocacy, and litigation support services for the energy, utility and critical infrastructure industries based in Washington, D.C. His diverse client base includes investors, trade associations, utilities, and public sector institutions. He has a thirty-year record of achievement as a seasoned Washington and Texas-based senior public official, attorney, and executive performing complex assignments involving major energy and telecommunications issues at the state, national, and international level. 

A frequent speaker at conferences,  he has testified numerous times before the United States Congress, and has been interviewed and quoted by news media, including USA Today, The Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times, National Journal, Energy News Live and CNBC television.  His editorials have appeared in the Los Angeles Times, the Dallas Morning News, and the Houston Chronicle. 

From 1997 to 2000, he served as Assistant Secretary for Policy and International Affairs and as Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy of the U.S. Department of Energy in Washington, D.C.  He chaired the Energy Department’s Central Asia/Caspian energy strategy to promote strategic oil and gas production and pipeline objectives, and was responsible for the timely completion of the Department's 1998 Comprehensive National Energy Strategy. He also oversaw the operation of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, and the national research program to develop and demonstrate advanced clean coal, natural gas, and petroleum technologies.

From 1991 until 1997, he served as a member of the Public Utility Commission of Texas and as its Chairman from 1991 through 1995. During his service, he chaired the Committee on Electricity for the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.

He served as Vice President for Development and Partner Relations for the Electricity Innovation Institute (E2I), an affiliate of the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), where he advocated efforts to create a “smart grid” to digitize the electric utility power delivery system of the United States to enhance reliability and instantaneously instances of outages.   

He has served as an Attorney Advisor at the Interstate Commerce Commission and as a Supervisory Trial Attorney at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. He held the position of General Attorney at Tenneco Oil Company, and was Of Counsel to the law firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld. Mr. Gee received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in government with honors from the University of Texas and a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the University of Texas School of Law. He is a Fellow with the Texas Bar Foundation, and a member of the Committee of 100. His past affiliations have included serving as a trustee for St. Edward's University in Austin, Texas, and as a member of the Dallas Regional Panel of the President's Commission on White House Fellowships.

