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                                    North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org
Home Page: www.naesb.org


via email and posting
TO:
NAESB WGQ Interpretations Subcommittee and Interested Parties 
FROM: 
Todd Oncken, Deputy Director
RE:
Conference Call Final Minutes – September 30, 2005
DATE:

October 4, 2005
North American Energy Standards Board
Wholesale Gas Quadrant Interpretations Subcommittee Conference Call

September 30, 2005; 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Central

Final Minutes

1. 
Administrative

Mr. Love called the meeting to order.  Mr. Oncken gave the antitrust advice and took the roll of attendees.  The draft agenda was reviewed.  Ms. McVicker moved, seconded by Mr. Sappenfield, to adopt the agenda as drafted.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Ms. McVicker moved, seconded by Mr. Sappenfield, to approve the draft minutes from the March 8, 2005 meeting without modification.  The motion passed unanimously.  
2. 
Discussion and potential vote on request C05002
Mr. Cline discussed Request C05002.  He stated there have been different interpretations as to whether 128-bit ssl encryption was mandatory under NAESB Version 1.6, and requested that the WGQ Interpretations Subcommittee provide guidance to the industry regarding that issue.  Mr. Burden, co-chair of the WGQ EDM Subcommittee, stated 128-bit ssl encryption is discussed in NAESB WGQ Standards 4.3.61, 4.3.83, and 4.3.88, and the explanatory material on page 63 of the NAESB WGQ EDM manual.  Mr. Burden said that although there is potentially conflicting language between the numbered standards and explanatory text, it was clearly intended that 128-bit ssl encryption should be used in the NAESB WGQ Version 1.6 Standards.  He added that the language on page 63 was overlooked when the numbered standards were updated, and that language was not carried forward into the Internet Electronic Transport (IET) standards that will be published with NAESB WGQ Version 1.8.  
Mr. Cline noted that some counterparties did not view 128-bit ssl encryption as mandatory since the language of the standard says it should be used, not must be used.  Mr. Love stated that the “should versus must” issue has been long-standing and the WGQ Executive Committee is currently developing a general standard that would address the concern.  Mr. Love said that the NAESB standards are drafted in that manner because they are voluntary until a regulatory agency determines they should be made mandatory.  He added that currently the FERC has mandated the NAESB WGQ Standards only for regulated pipelines, so it is possible that some counterparties will still argue that 128-bit ssl encryption is not mandatory.  

Mr. Love proposed to draft an interpretation stating that the numbered standards indicate that 128-bit ssl encryption should be used, but declining to discuss the language on page 63 of the EDM manual.  Although Mr. Cline would have preferred a stronger “must” statement, he agreed that the proposed interpretation would address his request.  The draft interpretation will be posted for the subcommittee’s consideration and vote at an upcoming next meeting.  
3.
Other Business

No other business was discussed.
4. Adjourn 
The conference call adjourned at 10:32 a.m. Central.
5.
Attendance

	First Name
	Last Name
	Organization
	Notes

	Todd
	Oncken
	NAESB
	

	Brenda
	Horton
	Kern River Gas Transmission

	Jim
	Buccigross
	Group 8760
	

	Christopher
	Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Keith
	Sappenfield
	EnCana
	Member

	Jesse
	Cline
	EC Power
	Requestor

	Dale
	Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Marjorie
	Perlman
	Energy East Management Corp.

	Kim
	Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line

	Paul
	Love
	NGPL
	Member/Chair

	Gordon
	Sparks
	Not Provided

	Diane
	McVicker
	Salt River Project
	Member

	Kathryn
	Burch
	Duke Energy Gas Transmission

	Iris
	King
	Dominion Transmission

	Bill
	Griffith
	El Paso Natural Gas
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