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FINAL MINUTES
1. 
Administrative

Ms. Van Pelt called the meeting to order.  Mr. Oncken gave the antitrust advice and took the roll of participants.  The draft agenda was reviewed and no changes were offered.  Ms. McVicker moved, seconded by Ms. Chezar, to adopt the draft agenda.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The draft minutes from the October 20, 2005 WGQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) meeting were reviewed and changes were offered.  Ms. Chezar moved, seconded by Ms. Gussow, to adopt the October 20, 2005 minutes as revised.  The motion passed unanimously.  
2.
Review of the following Business Practices Requests:

Request R03035B submitted by Florida Power and Light:  Ms. Chezar reviewed the following proposed standard she submitted prior to the meeting:  

The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Posting website a link to a reference guide that provides the analytical test method(s) and underlying assumption(s) used to calculate the values posted for the natural gas quality specifications that appear on the TSP's Informational Posting website pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.90.
She stated that the proposed standard captured many of the concerns stated during the last conference call.  The proposed standard was discussed and several modifications were offered.  Although there were several iterations, the final proposed standard is shown below.  The final proposed standard maintained the intent of the standard proposed by Ms. Chezar, but language was added to reflect the discussion during the meeting and the proposed standard was re-organized for clarity.  
Mr. Novak suggested the proposed standard should be point-specific.  He stated that the assumptions could vary according to point, so it would be helpful if the reference guide provided a connection between the assumptions and applicable point(s).  It was noted that the information would be provided for the representative points, not all points.
The subcommittee discussed the content that would be provided under the proposed standard.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that all gas chromatographs follow the same standards to calculate the value of the components for gas samples, so it would seem that the posting would not provide any additional information.  Mr. Wilson stated that the foundation principles of all chromatographs are built on a combination of two or three industry standards.  For example, he said most entities use the latest version of GPA2145 for the values of the physical constants.  However, it was noted that there are several combinations of the industry standards, and each could produce slightly different results.  Mr. Wilson added that the version of the standard and the installation of the software used to interpret the chromatograph results were also important.  He said the version of the GPA standard is important, because the GPA standards are a living document and the associated software might need to be updated with information from the current version of the standard from time to time, typically provided as a “software upgrade” by the chromatograph manufacturer.  
Mr. Wilson stated providing independent information for each component reported under NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.90 would not necessarily be required, since a TSP could report that a particular standard (i.e. GPA2145, current version) was being used to analyze the gas stream.  He stated the component BTU values may vary slightly under GPA2145 versus the corresponding ISO standard.  Mr. Wilson suggested the information to be reported should be the analytical test method in conjunction with the physical constants and method of calculation for the natural gas.  Mr. Wilson explained that underlying assumptions include pressure and temperature base, and compressability.
Mr. Wilson also suggested that sampling methods should be included with enough specificity so that the parties can determine that the sample was obtained according to recognized industry practices.  Mr. Wilson explained that GPA2166 is one option for obtaining natural gas samples for chromatography, but an alternative API standard can also be used.  He explained the API and GPA sampling standards are generally consistent, but the API guidelines tend to be more complete.  During further discussion, Mr. Wilson explained that sampling method is not the physical method used to obtain the sample, but instead the guidelines, or standardized technique, used to obtain the sample as there are multiple acceptable sampling techniques that are identified in both GPA and API recommended practices.  Mr. Love requested that if language discussing sampling method was to be included in the proposed standard, the language should clearly indicate that the sampling guideline would be reported, not the physical actions taken to obtain the gas sample.  Ms. Davis noted that subcommittee participants did not anticipate including provisions for sample methods, and requested to postpone a vote on the proposed standard until the parties had the opportunity to discuss the proposed standard with their organizations. 
Ms. Van Pelt suggested reorganizing the standard to state that individual reporting would be necessary in instances where best industry practices are not being followed.  Although she did not oppose redrafting the proposed standard, Ms. Chezar suggested phrasing the proposed standard in that manner would create an inference that a particular standard, or version of standard, should be used.  It was noted that the subcommittee was tasked with reporting what test methods are being used, not promoting any particular test method.  Ms. Van Pelt stated another option would be to provide a timeline for TSPs to implement the latest version of a measurement standard.  For example, the proposed standard could say that TSPs should implement the latest version of the measurement standard within six months of its release.  The subcommittee did not proceed with either of these options.  
Revised Proposed Standard:  
The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Postings Web site a link to a reference guide that provides the industry standard or other methodology utilized for the following:

· Obtaining natural gas samples,

· Analytical test method(s),

· Calculation method(s), in conjunction with any physical constant(s) and underlying assumption(s).

The information should be provided for each location posted for the natural gas quality specifications pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.90.

Mr. Love stated the current draft of the standard did not appear to allow an organization to make a single statement regarding analytical test method.  He proposed to draft some language prior to the next conference call that would clarify that a TSP would have the ability to post a statement of the general standard used.  
3.
Next Meeting(s) and Agenda

The next NAESB WGQ BPS Conference Call to discuss Request No. R03035B was scheduled for January 12, 2006 from 10:00 a.m. to noon Central.
4.
Adjourn

The conference call adjourned at 11:35 am Central.  
5.
Attendance

	Name
	Organization

	End Users:
	

	Dona Gussow
	Florida Power & Light

	Diane  McVicker
	Salt River Project

	
	

	LDCs:
	

	Scott Bulter
	ConEdison of NY

	Delores Chezar
	KeySpan

	Craig Colombo
	Dominion Resources

	Pete Connor
	NiSource

	Bob Wilson
	KeySpan

	Steve Zavodnick
	BGE

	
	

	Pipelines:
	

	Christopher  Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Dale  Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Mark Gracey
	Tennessee Gas Pipeline

	Bill Griffith
	El Paso 

	Brad Holmes
	Florida Gas Transmission

	Iris King
	Dominion  

	Paul  Love
	NGPL

	Tim Nesler
	EMS Pipeline Services

	Brian Reneke
	Northern Natural Gas

	Jesse Rogers
	Trunkline Gas Company

	Dale  Sanders
	Southern Star Central Gas

	Micki Schmitz
	Northern Natural Gas

	Donna Scott
	Transwestern Pipeline

	Kim Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipeline

	Randy  Young
	Gulf South Pipeline

	
	

	Producers:
	

	Bill Hebenstreit
	El Paso Production

	Randy  Mills
	ChevronTexaco

	Richard  Smith
	Exxon Mobil Gas & Power Marketing

	
	

	Administrative:
	

	Todd Oncken
	NAESB

	Angela Thomason
	NAESB
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