PROPOSED STANDARD S7X

EXAMPLE


On the surface, the process that is described in section 1 of proposed standard S7Xmay appear to be relatively straight forward; unfortunately, it ignores the realities of handling ad hoc requests for coordinated operational changes on a short notice basis.  Coordination potentially could be required between multiple shippers on multiple upstream delivery entities at a time of day when key decision makers are not readily available.  To illustrate this point assume the following:

1.
PPO is directly connected to TSPD (directly connected TSP)

2.
On TSPD, the PPO is supplied by Shipper SD1

3.
On Upstream Delivery Entity 1 (UDE1) which interconnects with TSPD, SU1 is the shipper supplying 50% of SD1’s requirements

4.
On Upstream Delivery Entity 2 (UDE2) which also interconnects with TSP1, SU2 is the shipper supplying 50% of SD1’s requirements.

5.
The PPO discovers at 5 a.m. CT that they must start generating at 7 a.m. and continuing until 9 a.m. at a rate which requires an hourly gas flow rate of 5,000 dth/hr

6.
TSPD says they can accommodate this flow if the upstream Delivery entities make changes to support this requested flow rate.


Given the scenario described above the following communications must occur before the PPO will learn if this gas flow rate can be accommodated.


-
PPO must contact SD1
-
TSPD must notify UDE1 and UDE2 that they may receive requests to increase flow rates for the PPO (TSPD may or may not know that SD1 is supplied by SU1 and SU2.  If this is known the TSPD may communicate it to UDE1, and UDE2)

-
SD1 must communicate its increased requirements to SU1 and SU2
-
SU1 must notify UDE1 of its increased requirements and SU2 must notify UDE2 of its increased requirements.

-
UDE1 and UDE2 must notify TSPD as to their ability to support the PPO’s requested flow rates.

-
TSPD must finally notify the PPO that it can accommodate their request.


In this somewhat complicated but realistic example, 10 separate communications are required before the PPO will know for certain that their request can be supported.  Allowing time to make contacts with decision makers and for analysis between communications, the pipelines believe that it may be problematic to receive a timely response (in this case, by 7 a.m.).  Given the numerous communications that must all match up, the probability that a request will be approved appears to be small.  Further, the distraction from other on-going business requirements by dispatchers, schedulers, shippers and other operators may be detrimental to other operations with no commensurate gain by the PPO.  This uncertainty and increased reliability risk is unacceptable for the pipelines,  Other processes are more appropriate to pre-coordinate flowing gas flexibility to address the situation when a PPO needs to know as soon as possible if flow changes can be accommodated or if alternative actions should be taken.
