Submitted by Michael Desselle, AEP
S6

Electric generator operators and gas system operators should establish regular communication procedures.  

· Electric generator operators and gas system operators should communicate at least weekly during the winter months.

· Communications should include a review of the conditions for the upcoming week, including but not limited to:

· Weather and temperature forecasts;

· Posted notices by pipeline operators;

· Equipment-related restrictions on gas supply; and

· Overall capacity requirements to serve electric load in the electric generator operator’s area.

During unanticipated extreme winter weather conditions, independent electric generator operators, through independent entities such as ISO/RTOs, should have access to the Electronic Bulletin Boards of gas pipelines who supply generation within the footprint in order to verify  a generating unit’s availability.

During unanticipated extreme winter weather conditions, electric generator operators should have access to information on the service-level details (firm vs. interruptible) of gas pipeline contracts for gas-fired electric generating units within its footprint.  

Independent electric generator operators should develop a seven (7) day Capacity Margin forecast each week based on the communications above, which includes an assessment of:

· notices issued by gas pipelines and the potential impact on gas unit availability; and

· weather forecast and the potential impact of Cold Weather Conditions (temperatures below zero) on gas unit availability.

Independent electric generator operators should develop a Cold Weather Conditions analysis based on the weekly region-wide Capacity Margin forecast and declare each day in coming week as: Cold Weather Watch, Cold Weather Warning, Cold Weather Event, or No Cold Weather Conditions.

· Independent electric generator operators should review and update the Cold Weather Conditions analysis daily.

Independent electric generator operators should complete an assessment of the weather conditions and electric generation capacity situation for the winter months, and if the effective temperature is less than or equal to a regionally set temperature threshhold, declare a:  

· Cold Weather Watch if the electric generation capacity margin in the region is at least a regionally set MW threshold. 

· Cold Weather Warning if the electric generation capacity margin in the region is below  a regionally set MW threshold.

· Cold Weather Event if the electric generation capacity margin in the region is below 0 MW requiring emergency actions to deal with a capacity deficiency.

In the event a Cold Weather Watch is declared, the independent electric generator operator will:

· post special notice to its website

· notify satellite control centers

· cancel Economic Outages if the regional capacity margin drops below the regionally set MW threshold
· notify state regulators (utility commissions and air regulators)

In the event a Cold Weather Warning is declared, the independent electric generator operator will:

· request that dual-fuel units to take steps to switch to oil

· notify state regulators (utility commissions and air regulators)

· cancel Economic Outages

· alert demand response resources to prepare for activation if a capacity deficiency is declared

In the event a Cold Weather Event is declared, the independent electric generator operator will:

· 
· complete a commitment analysis from 9 a.m. day prior to Operating Day

· provide notice of use to gas generation units that will be needed.  Notification will take place between 9:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. day prior to Operating Day

· complete a daily review of gas nominations to determine if gas units have confirmed gas supplies

· request that gas units with the capability to burn oil to switch to oil

· cancel Economic Outages

· notify state regulators (including air regulators), Electric & Gas Operations Committee, and market participants

· notify all neighboring electric generator operators of potential capacity shortage

