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Wholesale Electric Quadrant
NERC/NAESB JOINT INTERCHANGE SCHEDULING WORKING GROUP 

Conference call Meeting 
december 13, 2005
final Minutes
1. Administrative
Mr. Harshbarger welcomed the participants to the meeting.  The participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Kirby gave the anti-trust advice.  Agenda item #3 “Review draft standards request for Emergency and Capacity Tags” was postponed until the January 25-26, 2006 meeting of the JISWG.  The group added agenda points for review of the letter sent by the NERC Interchange Distribution Calculator Working Group (IDCWG) and for e-Tag updates.  The agenda was adopted as revised by consensus.  Mr. Sorenson moved to adopt the 10/31/05 – 11/2/05 minutes, and Mr. Carter seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted by consensus. 
2. Review SRD for Registry
Please note that all changes made to the Systems Requirement Document (SRD) for the Registry, can be found in “SRD for Registry – Redline – 12/13/05” located at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg121305a1.doc.  
The group reviewed “Draft SRD for Registry 12/7/05 Redline” located at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg121305w3.doc.  The revision history was updated to reflect changes made through the current meeting date.  Several redlines were made to the text by Mr. Hansen and Mr. Sorenson.  In addition, comments were provided on substantive changes to the document by Mr. Sorenson and Mr. Hansen.  The group reviewed those comments.

The first comment was at 1.1.2 “Entities”.  Mr. Hansen questioned whether entities other then Purchasing Selling Entities (PSEs) have tag codes associated with them in the tag.  Mr. Sorenson stated that Control Authorities (CAs) register as both CAs and PSEs in the new Registry and the PSEs codes should be retained.  

The second comment was at 1.1.5 “Applications”.  Mr. Sorenson stated that there was a title section called “Administration of Base Data” in section 2.2.1 and it was internal to the document.  The group decided the information should remain.  
Mr. Sorenson stated that the changes made to 2.3.1 “Entity” accounted for the addition of a “cloning” mechanism.   The group discussed how stringent standards should be for redundancy in the registry system.  Mr. Blevins stated that in the business case for the Registry, the group would need to present its case on why redundancy standards were so robust.  Mr. Harshbarger stated that such information was necessary and current for the industry.  He added that both OASIS and e-Tag are dependent on the Registry, and that the new Registry system should be capable of handling both.  Mr. Blevins stated that there might be an issue at NERC of whether the current redundancy in the system meets the needs of the industry.  Mr. Harshbarger stated that requirements for people to relocate business to a back up control center are affected by the current Registry capabilities.  Mr. Sorenson added that new requirements to be able to add flowgates “on the fly” were not completely met, because of daily restrictions in the current Registry.  For example, if an entity defined a flowgate, the data for it would not be accessible until the next day.  

Mr. Hansen stated that the new Registry should require more frequent updating, to allow for different types of data to be posted at different times.  Mr. Blevins stated that the foundation for this type of structure should be included in the SRD, if it was necessary.  Language was added to section 4.1 to account for these changes.  Mr. Blevins stated that some changes to the current TSIN Registry were addressed through “emergency publications.”  Ms. Rehman stated that vendors should make this “emergency publication” information available to clients as well.  She added that although it was sent to some registered entities, the information was not common.  

Mr. Sorenson commented on 4.5.1 that response times were too high.  In response to comments to 4.5.1 and 4.5.2, Mr. Blevins said it was up to vendors to state how quickly responses could be.  

The group discussed the future plan for the SRD.  NERC will take the SRD to review for grammar and formatting.  NERC will then post the SRD for the Registry for a 90 day comment period.  NAESB will send the NERC request for comments to the NAESB WEQ membership list.  The JISWG will be responsible for responding to comments received on the SRD.  

Other business related to the SRD at NERC
Mr. Blevins stated that Mr. Norman had presented a project plan for the Book of Flowgates at the recent NERC Operating Committee (OC) meeting.  The plan was approved and was funded.  Mr. Hansen stated that it was up to NERC to decide how to include the Book of Flowgates in the Registry.  Mr. Blevins stated that he would give an update on this item at the January 25-26, 2006 JISWG meeting.   
3. Discussion on e-Tag enhancements (e-Tag and market adjustments)
IDCWG Letter
Mr. Harshbarger stated that the NERC IDCWG had sent a letter to the JISWG concerning market flows and adjustments.  (The letter is located at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg121305w1.doc.)  Mr. Harshbarger stated that the IDCWG was concerned with market adjustments being late and denied, and requested that the JISWG address these concerns in the e-Tag Specification.  The group decided that the JISWG should respond by drafting a Standards Authorization Request (SAR) for these changes at the January 25-26 meeting.  Mr. Harshbarger stated that he would draft the initial SAR.  Mr. Harshbarger and Mr. Hansen will also draft a letter to the IDCWG telling them of the actions of the JISWG.  
e-Tag Specification updates  
Mr. Harshbarger stated that the NERC Interchange Subcommittee (IS) assigned the JISWG to update e-tag specification so it incorporates the functional model terminology of the approved interchange standards.  Mr. Carter provided several comments to the e-Tag updates, several concerning the definitions of terms in the spec.  The group also discussed whether the “Tag Authority Service” was a tool or service as found in e-Tag.  In addition, Mr. Carter asked that the JISWG keep e-Tag in line with Coordinate Interchange, as they commented on needed updates to the IS.

Mr. Carter will submit these comments to be posted prior to the January 25-26 meeting of the JISWG.  The NAESB and NERC offices will work to distribute a request for informal comments on the e-Tag Specification version 1.7095.      
4. Next Steps/Other Business
The next meeting of the JISWG is January 25-26, 2006 in Houston, TX.  The group will discuss any comments received on the SRD for the Registry, NERC updates on the development of the Registry, Public Key Infrastructure (PKI), and any comments received on e-Tag Specification updates.  In addition, the JISWG will draft a SAR for market adjustments, and draft standards requests for Emergency and Interruptible Tags. 
Action items taken from this meeting are the following:

· NERC and NAESB staff will work to distribute a request for comments on the SRD for the Registry (90 day comment period)
· NERC staff will review the SRD for grammar and formatting before the posting for the 90 comment period

· NERC and NAESB staff will work to distribute an informal request for comments on e-Tag Specification updates

· JISWG chairs will reply to the NERC IDCWG letter on market adjustments

5. Adjourn
Mr. Carter moved to adjourn and Mr. Blevins seconded him.  The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 4:06 p.m. Central time.
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