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North American Electric Reliability Council
Princeton Forrestal Village, 116-390 Village Boulevard, Princeton, New Jersey 08540-5731

JISWG/Interchange Subcommittee Meeting

Wednesday, September 20, 2006 — 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Delta Quebec

690 Boulevard Rene Levesque East

Quebec City, Quebec

Minutes

A joint meeting of the Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group and Interchange Subcommittee (IS) was held on September 20, 2006 in Quebec City, Quebec. The meeting notice, agenda, and attendance list are affixed as Exhibits A, B, and C, respectively. Individual statements and minority opinions are affixed as Exhibits D and E. (There were none.)
JISWG Co Chairs Jim Hansen and Robert Harshbarger presided. 

Antitrust Guidelines
The Secretary summarized the NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines, which were included in the agenda. 
Introductions

The committee members then introduced themselves around the table.
Agenda
The JISWG/IS approved the meeting agenda.

Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group joint discussions 

TSIN Registry RFI – Brian Nolan
A RFI was issued by NERC to determine vendor capability, budget and training requirements. The RFI was posted in August and responses are required by September 29, 2006. The registry rewrite would address FM entities and new relationships and would include a NERC/RRO roll in validating the data. The new registry will migrate from CSV to XML 18 months after implementation. Backwards compatible capability to read historical CSV files will be provided. The successful vendor will provide the training. Jim Hansen mentioned that NERC would have a role in approving the changes to the registry. John Simonelli believes the entity to verify the entity data is at the lower level. NERC acts as the traffic cop with staging areas once the data is validated.
e-Tag Spec changes review.
The Coordinate Interchange Standard is scheduled to be implemented in January of 2007. The implementation plan[What exactly is this document-implementation plan? Where do I find it?] did not consider changes to the e-Tag spec. Jim Hansen [Jim – what did you mean?]mentioned that the industry is not ready to change the tools. The joint group discussed the need to possible delay the implementation of the standards. If the tool changes aren’t completed prior to implementation, the implementation plan for the standard could include a description of the roll of the sink BA as the IA/Tag Authority. The deadline is aggressive but JISWG is working to resolve the timeline. NERC to provide a leadership role to implement this.  
Request approval summary 

With the removal of passive approval, a new state called “Expired” will be added to the e-Tag specification. This ensures that non actively approved tags reach a final state. It is proposed that the composite state status “Dead” be replaced with new composite states, such as Expired, etc. The attached chart outlines the proposed request types resulting in an expired state when timing requirements are not met. 
Changes to the transmission allocation do not require approval. The group agreed to consider a validation rule that would make the tag invalid if the transmission reservation is reduced to below the energy profile. 

Larry Goins suggested that profile changes by the reliability entity should require approval by all reliability approval entities on the tag. This is a change from the current process where these changes only require approval by the Source and Sink BAs.  The one exception to this is contained in INT-005.
There was discussion regarding the requirement to create a Market Operator adjust function that would have the same timing requirements as a reliability curtailment. The JISWG will review the need to create a SAR to modify the timing table to allow tags to be changed after the fact as per INT-010. Changes should be allowed up until the end of the next business day as required in the BAL standards. 

Revising states
Bob Harshbarger covered the new proposed request states. Expired will be the state a request would go to after the assessment timeframe if not all approval entities actively respond to the IA. Instead of allowing a request to stay in the Pending state the request will go to Expired. Dead will no longer exist being replaced with several states. Dead will be removed from the 1.8 spec. The passive approval function in the Tag Authority Service will be removed by the January 1, 2007 deadline.
Transmission Allocation change
Bob Harshbarger covered the Transmission Allocation change request. Mike Oatts stated that the reliability standards leave the JISWG to develop the tools. Transmission allocation should not be reduced below the energy profile. The group will consider writing in a requirement so that the transmission allocation can’t be dropped below the energy profile. The ability of the TSP to make an adjustment to the Transmission Allocation needs to be reviewed.  Does such an adjustment need to have any approvals? Any changes to allocation should be redistributed. The software changes to handle this may be more complicated than just handling it similar to a “correction”. A profile change request by the approval service will respond but it may have automated features.

Passive Approval removed- Tag Approval service automation guidance
Larry Goins asked when there is a non imminent reliability change why wouldn’t all the reliability entities need to use the normal timing requirements and approve the scheduling change. He believes that INT-010 allows imminent changes to be handled and the without the tag change first. Normal adjustments to an energy profile should require confirmation from intermediary BAs to help adjusting their schedules.

To help approval entities meet the new assess response requirements in the standards, it was suggested the spec encourage vendors to provide Tag Approval Services that may provide the ability to allow tags to be automatically approved or denied if required by the user.

MRD retired
The MRD program is no longer available. MRD will be removed from the e-Tag specification.

Training and implementation strategy

The IS will work on the training for the new standards and the JISW will work on training for the tool. The CI standard will be implemented on January 1, 2007. An implementation plan could be issued to require that passive approval be removed and recommend that automatic approval and denial be added to the approval service. This can be accomplished as an interim measure until the e-Tag spec is rewritten and will allow the CI standards to be issued on time. The sink BA will act as the IA as an interim measure. 
Etag Implementation Issues
Near term e-Tagging spec change implementation strategy will be to send out an interium version (1.7.097) to the tag spec. Modify Tagging so that it does the following:

· Remove Passive approval from the Tag Authority Service, and 
· insert Passive Approval for Tag Approval Service. Automatic Approval/denial may be supported by Tag Approval Services so that customers can meet the timing requirements within the standards 
Industry experts and vendors will meet Oct. 10th and 11th in San Diego to determine a set of minimal e-Tag specification changes supporting the INT standards effective Jan.1, 2007. The JISWG will revise the e-Tag spec to comply with INT-01 through INT-10 to requirements immediately.  In addition, they will continue development of the 1.8 version of the specification. The JISWG will work on a full e-Tag revision to roll out and incorporate non-Coordinate Interchange modifications after the TSIN registry is modified to support the modifications [what are these modifications that require a new TSIN?]. Entities will then register with TSIN once the new TSIN registry was developed and the full e-Tag spec change will be supported. 
JISWG will investigate the need to submit a SAR to identify that timing table requirements row 1 and row 2 applies for those RFI submitted to the Reliability Entities for current and future and for the past interchange transactions. 
PKI 
The JISWG reviewed the purpose of the PKI standard developed at NAESB with the IS. The standard will be used to secure e-Tagging using certificates. Options are to use the certificates on the user side. The next change would be to use certificates on the server side.

The JISWG noted that several formatting changes were needed in the latest PKI document.  Ms. Kirby noted that the NAESB office would complete the formatting of the document.  The group reviewed the latest PKI standards document, which contains the revisions of Mr. Sorenson, Mr. Hansen, and Mr. Burden (please see Redlined PKI Work Paper Submitted by C. Burden, Williams).  Mr. Hansen stated that the JISWG had decided at the July 18-19 meeting to include language for Class 3 certificates.  Mr. Sorenson stated that he had completed his revisions under the scope of only including certificates that were needed at this time.  He recognized that other classes of certificates may be needed in the future.  Mr. Burden asked that the document remain as is and not include Class 3 certificates, as they could be included at a later time.  Mr. Hansen agreed.  

Mr. Burden noted that the word energy in section 1.4.3 was changed to electric.  Mr. Sorenson noted that he had included language recognizing the rights and responsibilities of Certificate Authorities, End-Entities, and Qualified Relying Parties in the draft standards, beginning at section 1.4 “Obligations”.  Mr. Burden asked what the word “trusted” implied in these sections.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the intent of these sections was for the parties to acknowledge that they are aware of the industry best practices.  

The group asked if “fixed physical location” was correctly used under section 1.9 “Initial Registration”, second bullet “Role”.  Mr. Harshbarger questioned the effect of moving a “role” outside of a fixed physical location.  The language was changed to say “typically found at a fixed physical location”.   

Mr. Sorenson asked that the following statement be added to section 1.4.3 to more clearly define the responsibilities of the End-Entity: “The End-Entity correctly represents the type of subscriber (i.e. – individual, role, device, or application) in all certificate requests.”  The sentence was added.  Mr. Sorenson pointed out that section 1.23.5 conflicted with 1.10.  Mr. Sorenson stated that section 1.10 called for an individual/role subscriber lifetime of 2 years and a device/application lifetime of 3 years.  Mr. Hansen agreed.  The statement included in 1.23.4 for a validity period of one year was struck.  

Ms. Kirby stated that Sandia National Laboratories’ team was making last minutes grammatical changes to the report on PKI.  She stated that she expected it to be released to NAESB by the DOE within the next few days.  Ms. Kirby stated that NAESB would send the draft standards document for a more formal legal review by NAESB general counsel.  Copyright violations were checked and there are a couple of minor changes needed. The JISWG will schedule conference calls for early October, in an attempt to submit the Recommendation for the November EC meeting.  Ms. Kirby asked the group to recognize that they may not meet this timeline.  She added that a special conference call of the WEQ EC could be held, if the group did not wish to wait to submit the standard for the February EC.  The chairs of the JISWG will work with the NAESB office to set up a schedule of meetings.

Ramping Profiles 

Ramping profiles need to be tied to specific energy profiles. A validation from one hour to the next and consistent ramping for reliability adjust.

JISWG will add this item to be corrected in the new version of the spec.

d. Entergy ramp issue

During tag curtailment or adjustment, the ramp is not moved to the original start and stop time. The JISWG will review this with the vendors at their next meeting to determine if it needs to be addressed in the e-Tag spec.

Actions: 

1. JISWG to meet October 10 to develop an implementation plan for changes to the e-Tag spec that will allow the CI standard to be effective on January 1, 2007. Passive approval will be turned off as of April 1, 2007. The JISWG will draft a letter to the industry regarding the roll of the sink BA as the IA.

2. JISWG will consider e-Tag spec changes to address the ramping issue raised by Entergy.

Future Meetings

The next meeting will be a conference call October 19, 2006 with the IS.
Adjourn

There being no further business before the IS, Meeting Adjourned 4:45 pm September 20, 2006.
Bill Blevins

William D. Blevins

Secretary
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