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June 21, 2005

June 16, 2005

Joint NERC/NAESB Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) 
Care of: North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin - Suite 2350

Houston, TX 77002

Members of the JISWG:

ISO New England appreciates the opportunity to comment on the recent JISWG draft Request for Standard included in your e-mail transmittal from Bill Blevins dated June 7, 2005.  The draft request details a proposal by the JISWG to allow Purchasing-Selling Entities (PSEs) associated with a transmission segment in the tag optional approval rights.  This enhancement would provide PSEs participating in the secondary transmission market conducted off the OASIS the ability to prevent unauthorized use of their transmission rights.  This proposal adds optional approval rights for PSEs listed as “owners” of transmission rights who are not the tag author.  The PSE approval rights would be passive in nature, i.e., no action means approval.  The request states the rationale for this enhancement is to provide “accountability for one party’s use of another party’s transmission service and to add transparency to the secondary transmission market (i.e., we could have a business/technical standard that would back-post on OASIS such transactions)”.  Implementing this functionality will require those transmission rights holder PSEs opting to exercise their approval rights to register in the TSIN registry at NERC.

ISO New England is cognizant of the need for commercial arrangements to be validated as part of the initial tag approval process.  It is our understanding that this optional commercial approval by the transmission rights holder PSE will be similar to that currently in place for the Generator Provider Entity (GPE) and Load Serving Entity (LSE).  In this context, ISO New England is supportive of the proposal as presented with one important caveat.  The scope of this standard request must remain solely focused on the transmission rights holder PSE commercial approval rights.  The transmission rights holder PSE must not be given approval rights for any reliability tag action such as curtailment or reload.  These tag actions are to maintain system reliability and must remain solely within the approval rights of those reliability entities listed on the tag.  Should transmission rights holder PSE approval rights be extended to reliability actions, ISO New England would no longer be supportive of this proposal.

Also, the request references the possibility of creating an automated linkage between the tag and OASIS to keep information regarding transmission service usage consistent between the two.  ISO New England interprets this referenced functionality as an automated method of bookkeeping reassignments on OASIS and ensuring compliance with FERC reassignment posting requirements.  While this is a desirable concept, the scope of this Request for Standard is for a change to tagging business processes, the tag specification and, the TSIN registry, not OASIS.  The wording of this proposal should be rephrased to reinforce the notion that a future standard request would be created and considered separately to enhance OASIS once this tag enhancement is in place.


Regards,




John Simonelli
Manager Tariffs, Schedules and OASIS
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