The NERC-NAESB Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) is in the process of finalizing its E-Tag 1.8 Implementation Plan.  As part of the plan, all vendors that will provide “Authority, Approval, and/or Agent” services after December 4, 2007 are requested to identify themselves for the upcoming E-Tag 1.8 Interoperability Test, which is to begin during the first week of August, 2007.

It is extremely important for the vendors to participate with the JISWG to ensure the E-Tag 1.8 interoperability test plan is technically accurate and addresses all aspects of the new E-Tag specifications and schema.

The E-Tag vendors that have committed to participate in the E-Tag 1.8 Interoperability Testing are:

· Sungard Energy Solutions 

· Open Access Technology Internationally, Inc. 

· SoftSmiths, Inc. 

· Minneapolis Consulting Group 

· Fortech Software Consulting, Inc. 

All other vendors that will provide “Authority, Approval, and/or Agent” services after Dec. 4, 2007 are requested to identify themselves to initiate participation in the E-Tag 1.8 Interoperability Test Plan.  Please contact the following individuals as soon as possible:

            Jim Hansen                  james.hansen@seattle.gov
            Bob Harshbarger         Robert.harshbarger@pse.com
            Laura Kennedy           lkennedy@naesb.org
            Tom Vandervort         tom.vandervort@nerc.net
In addition to participation in the E-Tag 1.8 Interoperability Test Plan, the vendor’s response to this request will be the basis to validate and update the NERC “tagging” and “tagven” internet list servers.

