Structured Testing Plan

For E-Tag 1.8
Introduction

In order to ensure adequate vendor interoperability, the NAESB/NERC Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) has developed the following structured testing to take place on the following dates:


August 6-10


August 20-24


September 3-7

Additional tests will be conducted as needed and on the following dates:


October 8-12


October 22-26


November 5-9

The goal of these tests is to test the majority of e-Tag 1.8 and any Regional Reliability Organization specific functions to verify they have been properly implemented and that vendors can exchange information with minimal difficulty.  Upon completion of these tests, the JISWG will require reports from the test participants that can be used to gauge the success or failure of the testing.

Contact Information

Each vendor point of contact is responsible for working with the JISWG Representative to ensure that results are accurately recorded.  The JISWG Representative is responsible for ensuring that those results are presented to the rest of the JISWG for evaluation.

Testing Roles

The structured test script identifies which vendors will be testing at what times.  Each session will have two groups testing concurrently.  In each of those groups, there will be three roles:

· Authoring PSE.  This role is responsible for writing the tag as described in the scenarios.  The Authoring PSE will be providing Agent software.

· GCA/TP/GPE.  This role is responsible for approving requests as they are made, as well as issuing any necessary Curtailment or Reload requests.  The GCA/TP will be providing Approval Software.

· LCA/TP/LSE.   This role is responsible for approving requests as they are made, as well as issuing any necessary Curtailment or Reload requests.  The LCA/TP will be providing Approval software and Authority software.

Each group will test with only the other members in its group.  For example, in the first session, SoftSmiths will write tags flowing from Siemens to OATI.  Groups should not try to cross test with other groups.

General Format

Testing participants should be concerned with all e-Tag validations.  The goal of these tests is to verify system functionality.  Every tag will have the same general format:

· Three Market Segments

· One for the GCA’s affiliated PSE

· One Physical Segment (GPE Generation in the GCA)

· One for the Tag Author

· Two Physical Segments

· Transmission from the GCA’s TP

· Transmission from the LCA’s TP

· One for the LCA’s affiliated PSE

· One Physical Segment (LSE Load in the LCA)

Each tag written should be named for reference using the general “notes” field (at the root level of the Tag).

All tags should have a flat 100MW profile for the duration of the tag.  For tests that specify in-kind losses, the losses should be taken in-kind along the path at a rate of 2% on the first transmission leg and 4.5% on the second leg.  This should result in 100MW at the generator, 98MW at the GCA/LCA Interface, and 94 (93.59) MW at the load.

Information regarding start times and durations is included in the Test Packet.  For all instances where a specific start time is not identified, the start time should be set for the END of the test session (i.e., if I am testing in the 10am to 12 noon session, all my tags will start at 12 noon unless otherwise specified in the script).

Information regarding whether to consider the Balancing Authority in the Eastern or Western Interconnect is also included in the Test Packet.  

The tests may specify alternative ramp durations.

There are several tests to be undertaken.  Please attempt to complete as many as possible.  We strongly encourage vendors to coordinate with each other on the telephone to ensure the tests are completed satisfactorily.  

As each test is undertaken as described in the script, please record the successful completion of the test with a “yes” in the results column.  If the result is NOT a yes, please indicate the ticket number of the trouble ticket entered at the NERC Trouble Ticket site.  If the test was not completed, please enter “inc.”

Upon Completion

Upon completion, please E-Mail a completed copy of the script to your testing monitor.  Some vendors will have multiple results due to their participation in several tests.  

These reports will be analyzed by the testing monitor and discussed the following week.

Reporting Spec and Schema Problems

If a discrepancy is encountered during the testing that requires interpretation or intervention by the JISWG, please complete an E-Tag Trouble Ticket.  The JISWG will use these tickets to track problems and resolutions. 

