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DATE:

May 21, 2007
Wholesale Electric Quadrant
NERC/NAESB JOINT INTERCHANGE SCHEDULING WORKING GROUP 
May 15-16, 2007; meeting in Houston, TX
draft Minutes
1. Administrative
Mr. Hansen welcomed the participants to the meeting.  The participants in the room and on the phone introduced themselves.  Ms. Kirby gave the anti-trust guidance.  Mr. Hansen asked that the agenda be modified to contain a discussion of the approach to a design for conditional firm, along with options for that design.  Mr. Vandervort moved to adopt the agenda as revised and Mr. Fisher seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted as revised by consensus.  Mr. Fisher moved to adopt the January 23-24, 2007 draft minutes and Mr. Aymond seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted by consensus.         
2. Discussion on NERC/NAESB Administration of Meetings
The group discussed the joint administration of meetings between NERC and NAESB.  Meeting administration will alternate between the organizations, unless there is another jointly agreed upon arrangement.  For joint meetings, all equipment (such as polycom speaker phone, web conferencing, and microphones) will be made available to meeting participants.             

3. Discussion on Conditional Firm
Mr. Hansen explained that comments had been received by JISWG representatives that conditional firm should be included in e-Tag Spec Version 1.8.  Mr. Hansen recommended that the JISWG meet jointly with the ESS/ITS and the Commission to further explore the requirements of conditional firm and its design.  He stressed the need to develop a design that met the needs of all industry participants.  Under the NAESB process, when the design for conditional firm is agreed upon and drafted, it will go out for industry comment.  
Mr. Sorenson explained that it would be useful to have a design in place before peak season for energy demand comes in the north (winter).   He asked the JISWG and ESS/ITS to consider having it in 1.8 of e-Tag to address this timing need.  Mr. Hansen agreed it would be beneficial, as long as the impact of implementing so quickly did not have an adverse impact on the industry and vendors.  
On May 16, 2007, Ms. Kennedy discussed a joint meeting with the Commission.  The group explained the need for the Commission to be part of the discussion for what is expected of the conditional firm design.  Ms. Kennedy will work to set up a meeting with the Commission in early June.  E-Tag and Pseudo-Tie will also be discussed.  Mr. Hansen clarified that Pseudo-Ties had been included in version 1.8 as the other method, in additional to dynamic schedules, to address dynamic transfers.     
4. e-Tag
Mr. Vandervort explained that two changes had been made at the May 2-3 meeting to the new e-Tag Spec as a result of comments submitted.  Those changes were: 1) a wording change to address what the Balancing Authority Area is for a market flow, and; 2) adding the Pseudo-Tie Tag.  Mr. Hansen said Pseudo-Tie was added to address the Commission’s directive in Order 693 that all transmission be tagged.  Mr. Hansen and Mr. Sorenson both emphasized that such transmission should not be double counted and should not go through the IDC if tagged.  

The group reviewed Implementation Plan.  The deadline for the JISWG to develop interoperability testing for the new Spec is July 13, 2007.  In addition, the group discussed the need for a detailed industry cut over plan for the new Spec.  The group discussed the action plan and assigned action items.  Mr. Hansen requested that NERC make Mr. Rodriquez available to help with the completion of the assigned JISWG tasks.  Mr. Hansen said it was unclear who would be responsible for the interoperability testing – JISWG or NERC.  Mr. Fisher stressed that someone from the JISWG should be on the phone when questions were submitted on the testing.  The group will try to include conditional firm in the implementation of the new Spec.  The assignments are as follows:
Mr. Hansen will create an outline for the Interoperability Test Document.  He will then assign portions of the document to other working group members after the outline is complete.

Mr. Harshbarger will develop a testing schedule.

Mr. Sorenson will be responsible for the industry cut over form.

The group will work on availability requirements for test systems and problem reporting and escalation rules during the next JISWG conference call.  Drafts of these documents are due prior to the June 6, 2007 conference call.
NAESB Items on e-Tag
2007 Annual Plan Item 3 a (i) 2 (iv) Identify e-Tag enhancements to support business practices (including e-Tag specification changes – R05018)
The group explained that these changes were already included in the updated Coordinate Interchange Standards.  In addition, the changes were included in e-Tag Spec 1.7.097 and will be carried over into the new version 1.8.   Mr. Sorenson asked if it was time to make e-Tag a standard, as the group is drafting changes and standards for it.  Mr. Hansen said e-Tag has always been both commercial and reliability and it does not seem logical to split it up at this time.  Mr. Sorenson said the advantage of having e-Tag as a standard is that it could be cited as such.  Therefore, there is some level of enforcement.  Mr. Hansen asked that further discussion on moving e-Tag to a commercial standard be held until the June 6th meeting. 

The group drafted a Recommendation for R05018.  The document is posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507w6.doc.  Mr. Sorenson moved that the JISWG move Recommendation R05018 out of subcommittee and to the EC for its formal 30 day comment period, pending ESS/ITS approval.  Mr. Fisher seconded the motion.  The motion passed by consensus.  The ESS/ITS will consider the Recommendation during their May 18, 2007 conference call.

2007 Annual Plan Item 3 (b) (iii) Develop PKI Standards for e-Tagging
The group discussed the NAESB Certification program for the WEQ.  Mr. Hansen asked NAESB to consider some method of advertising that the certification program was available for the PKI standards and that PKI standards are necessary for e-Tag and OASIS, along with other electric industry communication tools.    
5. Registry
The group reviewed the action item list from the January 2007 minutes.  Mr. Hansen said there were several action items for NERC to complete on informing the JISWG of the status of the Registry.  No updates have been given at this time.  Mr. Vandervort took an action item to check with Mr. Nolan of NERC for any new information on the progress of the Registry.  
Mr. Hansen said the JISWG was moving forward with the Registry becoming a business practice standard.  He explained that the tool had been designed for NERC, but due to the lack of progress made, it would now be developed under NAESB Request R06027.  Mr. Hansen asked Mr. Vandervort to also discuss with NERC what their new role would be and if they would like to be a part of the new Registry.  He asked NAESB to discuss with the Commission the funding of the Registry.  He also asked for a report back on how NAESB would conduct a vendor choice process and what role the JISWG would play in developing these documents.  Ms. Kennedy took an action item to discuss this with Ms. McQuade.  Mr. Fisher said there should be an approval process for information included in the Registry and what is removed.  He said the details of this should be included in the design phase.  An action item for the next JISWG meeting is to lay out the steps for completion of the Registry at NAESB.  
6. Discussion on Urgent Action NERC SAR for timing table changes to NERC INT Version 1 Standards
This item is complete at NERC.
7. Discuss and review corresponding NAESB Request for Standards Development to update timing tables in R05001 Coordinate Interchange (R06026)
The group drafted a Recommendation for R06026.  It is posted at http://www.naesb.org/doc_view2.asp?doc=weq_jiswg051507a2.doc.  The form for the Recommendation, including its explanation, is posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507a1.doc. 
Mr. Fisher moved to post the Recommendation for its formal 30 day comment period and to the EC for its consideration, pending approval of the ESS/ITS.  Mr. Tritch seconded the motion.  The motion passed by consensus.
8. Update on NAESB PKI Standards
Please see discussion under item #4.
9. NAESB Standards Development Requests
R06025 (Modify Appendix D of WEQ 004 to add an explanation for the terms “required” and “correctable”)
The group completed the Recommendation for R06025.  It is posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507a3.doc.  Mr. Sorenson moved to post the Recommendation for its 30 day formal comment period and submit it to the EC for their consideration, pending approval of the ESS/ITS.  Mr. Fisher seconded the motion.  The motion passed by consensus.  The ESS/ITS will consider the Recommendation during their May 18, 2007 conference call.
R07005 (Allow BAs to Adjust Dynamic Schedule Transaction Type Tags within the ATF change rules)
Mr. Hansen explained that this had already been included in the new e-Tag Spec.  No new standards are necessary, because the requester did not ask for standards, rather than ability to adjust the tag.  The group drafted a Recommendation for R07005.  It is posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507a5.doc.  Mr. Sorenson moved that the Recommendation be posted for its formal 30 day comment period and to the EC for their consideration, pending approval of the ESS/ITS.  Mr. Tritch seconded the motion.  The motion passed by consensus.  The ESS/ITS will consider the Recommendation during their May 18, 2007 conference call.
R07007 (Update the Timing Table to Reflect the Categories (On-time, Late, After the fact, and Pre-late) used in the latest e-Tag Spec with respect to receipt of an Arranged Interchange (RFI))

Mr. Hansen said a sample timing table had been submitted to address Request R07007 and was posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507w13.doc.  Mr. Hansen said he and Mr. Harshbarger spoke with WECC representatives about portions of the timing table they wanted included that were not correct.  Mr. Hansen stressed that it was important for WECC participants to understand the timing table and its implications.  The timing table is part of three NERC INT standards and the NAESB Coordinate Interchange Standard.  The same changes made to NAESB CIBP will need to be made to the NERC INT standards.  
Mr. Hansen drew diagrams to explain the ramp start timing.  These diagrams were included in the new tables.  The original table was separated into two tables; one table describes ramp times for the WECC and the other describes ramp times for the other Interconnections.  

To address the changes at NERC, the team submitted comments to the new INT standards.  The comments contain the attached file showing the timing table changes.  They are posted on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507a6.doc.  

The timing table changes can be found in draft Recommendation for R07007.  It is posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_jiswg051507a7.doc.    
10. Next Steps/Other Business
The group discussed approaching deadlines for materials and documents due for the implementation of e-Tag Specification version 1.8.  They scheduled meetings on the following dates to complete work for e-Tag, the Registry, and a potential rewrite of the Coordinate Interchange Business Practice Standard:

· June 6, 2007 Conference Call with Web Conferencing (NAESB hosts)

· June 14, 2007 Conference Call with Web Conferencing (NERC hosts)

· June 19, 2007 Conference Call with Web Conferencing (NAESB hosts)

· June 25, 2007 Conference Call with Web Conferencing (NERC hosts)

· July 12, 2007 Meeting (NERC will host – San Francisco, CA is most likely the location.)

· July 30-31, 2007 Meeting (NAESB will host – Charlotte, NC is most likely the location.)

· August 29-30, 2007 Meeting (NERC will host – Vancouver, BC is most likely the location.)

· October 3-4, 2007 Meeting (NAESB will host – Houston, TX is most likely the location.)

· November 15-16, 2007 Meeting (NERC will host – San Francisco, CA is most likely the location.)

· December 19-20, 3007 Meeting (NAESB will host – Houston, TX is most likely the location.)
11. Adjourn
Mr. Fisher moved to adjourn and Mr. Tritch seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m. Central on Wednesday, May 16, 2007.   
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