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Comment Form for 1st Draft of e-Tag 1.8 Specifications

Please use this form to submit comments on the first draft of the E-Tag 1.8 Specifications document and project plan. Comments must be submitted by April 26, 2007.  You must submit the completed form by email to Tom.Vandervort@nerc.net with the words “E-Tag 1.8 Specifications” in the subject line.  If you have questions please contact Tom Vandervort at Tom.Vandervort@nerc.net or at 609‑452‑8060.

	Individual Commenter Information

(Complete this page for comments from one organization or individual.)

	Name: 
     

	Organization: 
     

	Telephone: 
     

	E-mail:
     

	NERC Region
	
	Registered Ballot Body Segment

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERCOT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MRO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NPCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RFC 

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 SERC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SPP

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WECC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA – Not Applicable
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 — Transmission Owners

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2 — RTOs and ISOs

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3 — Load-serving Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4 — Transmission-dependent Utilities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5 — Electric Generators

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6 — Electricity Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7 — Large Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8 — Small Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9 — Federal, State, Provincial Regulatory or other Government Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10 – Regional Reliability Organizations, and Regional Entities


	

	Group Comments (Complete this page if comments are from a group.)

Group Name: 

Southern Company
Lead Contact:

J T Wood
Contact Organization:
Southern Company Services
Contact Segment:

     
Contact Telephone:
205-257-6238
Contact E-mail:

jtwood@southernco.com

	Additional Member Name
	Additional Member Organization
	Region*
	Segment*

	Marc Butts
	Southern Company Services
	SERC
	1

	Dan Baisden
	Southern Company Services
	SERC
	1

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


*If more than one region or segment applies, indicate the best fit for the purpose of these comments.  Regional acronyms and segment numbers are shown on the prior page.

Background Information

The draft E-Tag 1.8 Specifications document was prepared to improve the functionality and ease of use of the E-Tag system.  In order to achieve a timely and consistent application of the draft changes, the Joint Interchange Subcommittee Working Group and the NERC Interchange Subcommittee also developed a proposed project plan to implant the changes.  
The Joint Interchange Subcommittee Working Group and the NERC Interchange Subcommittee would like to receive industry comments on the proposed revisions to the E-Tag 1.8 specifications.
This latest proposed update to the e-tag specification was driven by changes in both NERC reliability standards and complementary NAESB business practices. The NAESB Executive Committee and the NERC Interchange Subcommittee assigned the e-tag update to the NERC/NAESB Joint Interchange Scheduling Group (JISWG).
The JISWG reviewed both the e-tag schema and specifications and determined that modifications were required for both. Changes to the schema require months of development effort by all e-tag vendors, interoperability testing, and changes to downstream software used by electric industry participants. Modifications were therefore split into two categories: 1) changes that would allow compliance with the Coordinate Interchange Standards effective January 1, 2007 without requiring schema changes, and 2) changes that require schema changes.

Changes in the first category were made to the specification and released as version 1.7.097. This version was implemented January 3, 2007. The transition went smoothly.

Implementation of version 1.8 is expected in late 2007. It should be noted that implementation targets will be driven by successful achievement of milestones such as incorporation of industry comments, interoperability testing, and the amount of time required by industry participants to modify downstream software.

The improvements in e-tag 1.8 include: 

1. Full implementation of Coordinate Interchange standards

2. Alignment with the NERC functional model 

3. Cleanup of unnecessary sections of the specification

4. Cleanup of unused sections of the schema and specification

5. Addition of missing requirements that have led to implementation variances (such as rounding and ramping)

6. Leveraging of the e-tag infrastructure to allow entities to utilize the e-tag as their primary form of communication

7. Automation of validations required by NERC/NAESB standards

8. Addition of new features requested by industry participants

9. Addition of security based on NAESB PKI standards

What’s New or Changed

Below is a summary of what is new or has changed in the E-tag specifications document.   The summary is provided as an introduction to the changes and is not intended to replace a review of the E-tag specifications document.  Please read it thoroughly.

Specifically, e-tag changes include:

1. Removing Background section

2. Adding reference to default ramp rate definitions

3. Adding new final states and their definitions

4. Adding rounding definition

5. Adding ramp rate validation

6. Identifying physical segment in curtailment (for proper MWh accounting when in-kind losses are used)

7. Modifying in-kind loss calculations

8. Defining which Functional Model entities can be scheduling entities (BA)

9. Removing Appendix A

10. Removing portions of erroneous current level warning

11. Carbon copy list (no approval, sent copies of e-tag)

12. Calculation of ActOnByTime

13. Adding TimeClassification (Late, OnTime, ATF)

14. Revising NERC Web site to Electric Industry Registry Web site

15. Adding TerminateRequest, DistributeTerminate, and DistributeCancel methods.

16. Simplifying the Recovery function

17. Allowing ATF e-tags to be terminated

18. Allowing Source or Sink to modify DYNAMIC e-tag with actual data

19. Specifying that the transmission allocation must be greater than the energy profile

20. Requiring that validations in INT-007-1 R1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 are performed by the agent and authority 

21. Adding SSL (secure socket layer) via HTTPS (secure HTTP) and client certificate requirement based on NAESB PKI standard 
You do not have to answer all questions.  
Insert a “check” mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.

1. Do you agree with the new E-tag 1.8 Specifications as modified?  If not, please explain your answer.
x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
2. Do you agree with the timeline suggested in the E-tag project plan?  If not, please explain your answer.
x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments: Not sure of the intent of the July 13, 2007 date. By early September, if the over-all project is not on schedule, then reconsiderations should be given to the actual implementation date. The actual implementation date does appear to be somewhat late in the year. With major holidays in November and December, it might be advantageous to have an implementation date of mid October if possible.    
3. The Interchange Subcommittee would like to solicit industry input regarding how the E-Tag system should handle MW hourly/daily rounding.  What values should be displayed and how should they be aggregated? 

Comments:      
4. Are you aware of any conflicts between the proposed E-tag 1.8 specifications and any regulatory function, rule/order, tariff, rate schedule, legislative requirement or agreement?  If yes, please explain your answer.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
5. Do you have other comments on the proposed E-tag 1.8 specifications or project plan? If yes, please describe.

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments: The change log for “e-Tag version 1.7.097” states 48 hours for e-tag creations in the past and 96 hours for Dynamic e-tag adjustments in the past. And this is what is in the specifications for 1.7.097. Change log for 1.7.097 in e-Tag 1.8 version states these options were set at 168 hours in version 1.7.097. And, in e-Tag 1.8, the specifications also say 168 hours. 

Section 4.6.1.1, submitting a Profile Change Request; specifically a Market Operator’s Market Level Profile Change. There appears to be a few items that may need additional clarification. One is the Market Operator’s market. This appears to be a rather general statement. Another item of concern is that the transaction must Source or Sink in the Market Operator’s market. Should that statement say, … Source and Sink…? Again, this seems like it could cover a lot of territory. And, the last item, is in the form of a question. Does a Market Operator’s Market Level Profile change subject to the same timing rules as a PSE adjustment? 
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