NERC Style Guide as of March 31, 2005

blackstart - one word, all lower case

e-tag - all lower case; it should follow the same form as “e-mail”

k (kilo) - lower case

kV (kilovolt) - lower case k, upper case V, don’t spell out
m (milli) - lower case

M (mega) - upper case
MW (megawatt) - upper case MW, don’t spell out
Mvar (megavar) - upper case M, lowercase var, don’t spell out

mapboard - one word, all lower case

non - most words with the prefix “non” do not require a hyphen

noncompliance – all one word, no hyphen

numbers – (see pp. 380-382 in Chicago manual) Spell out all numbers from zero through one hundred, round numbers and any number beginning a sentence.  There are exceptions.  For example, in a highly technical report where a lot of numbers are used, or in charts and tables, use numerals only and don’t spell out numbers.  When in doubt, pick one and be consistent throughout.

pre - most words with the prefix “pre” do not require a hyphen

V (volts) - upper case, don’t spell out

var (volt-ampere reactive) - all lower case, don’t spell out

Capitalization:

(see pp. 311- 323 in Chicago manual)  Avoid excessive capitalization.  
1. Titles:

The general rule for titles is that they are NOT capitalized unless they appear directly before a person’s name.  If the title appears in text, it should be all lower case.  There are exceptions to this rule; for example, a list of company officers or management titles, as in an annual report or at the end of an audit report, can be capitalized.  
Examples:
President George W. Bush; the president

Chairman Pat Wood; the chairman

Senator Pete Domenici; the senator 

manger of operations

system operator

chief engineer 

chief financial officer

2. Names of committees or organizations:
The official name of the entity should be capitalized.  On second reference, when not using the full name, words like commission and committee should be lower case.  
Examples: 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission; the commission

Stakeholders Committee; the committee

Board of Trustees; the board

Some government bodies are exceptions.
Examples:

House of Representatives; the House

New York Assembly; the Assembly

Florida Legislature; the Legislature

3. General electricity terms and acronyms:  
General terms should be lower case.  Just because something is an acronym does not mean that the full name is capitalized.  For example, New York Independent System Operator would be capitalized because it is a proper name; but independent system operator (ISO) would not be capitalized.

Examples:
reliability coordinator

regional transmission organization (RTO)

available transfer capability (ATC)

energy management systems (EMS)

area control error (ACE)

