Registry enhancement discussion

Jiswg role in scope and managing etag, registry and OASIS enhancements.

Need to develop the project plan regarding registry and updates.

1. Goals

2. Objectives and timelines

3. Scope 

4. Deliverables

5. Obstacles

6. Exclusions 

7. Funding 

Build consensus to define items in the project plan.

Feedback from industry

One thing is that while the E-Tag system uses the registry (and therefore the E-tag stuff is kept pretty up to date), most OASIS nodes do not.  Consequently, things that are supposed to be kept up to date (products, procedures, etc...) in the registry are not. (What examples are we referring to?)
 

Another thing is the fact that there is not any coordination between the NERC Book of Flowgates and the registry.  This would be a nice linkage to have, as right now, the two use different ID systems when talking about Control Areas. (Needs to be changed to BA’s or TO’s?)
 

A third is that most people would like to see some sort of support for including paths in the registry.  (Linkage for etagging)
 

A fourth has been a desire to incorporate some sort of unique naming process into the registry that ties the model with the registered entities.  In this manner, a person could identify easily whether or not a tag was written well based on if the BAs and/or TSPs are adjacent.  Another link might be what BAs are in what TSPs, and vice versa.  In other words, if we make the registry right, the system would not let me create a tag form Duke to SoCo without putting TVA in the middle (or some other intermediate party providing wheeling service). (Linkage for etagging)
 

Finally, I think people would like to see it revamped and made a little easier to use and/or understand.  TSIN can be confusing at times. ( Is this the user interface?)
 
Biggest problems are accuracy of releases and addition of new functionality.  The process doesn’t seem to be the most reliable which causes emergency releases, multiple releases to “get it right”, etc.  Can’t say if this is PSE introduced errors, or errors in the registry file creation process.  The other problem in adding new functionality is due to kind of the tacked on nature of structures over time.  
Due to all the errors in existing process, would not want to try to add major functionality to the existing structure.  That’s why NERC had a project to rewrite the registry from scratch in 2003 but that got tabled with the blackout.

Here are proposed enhancements that would like to be added to registry:

1) identification of qualified certificate providers (e-MARC policy)

2) Registration of entities performing functional model functions

3) identification of NERC certified entities 
4) tag path validation mapping PORs to PODS, etc.

5) more OASIS attribute registration requirements
