To: NAESB WEQ ESS/ITS Subcommittee
From: Southern Company Generation

Re: WEQ OASIS Standard 001-9.7

Southern Company Generation appreciates the work that the NAESB ESS/ITS has accomplished with respect to Business Practice Standards associated with OASIS Redirects and appreciates the opportunity to provide informal comments regarding the proposed changes to WEQ OASIS Standard 001-9.7.  Southern Company Generation believes, in general, that the proposed modifications to WEQ OASIS Standard 001-9.7 are consistent with the direction provided to NAESB by FERC in Order 676. However, Southern Company Generation does have one particular concern regarding the proposed modifications that it wishes to convey.  WEQ OASIS Standard 001-9.7.3 specifies that: 

“The Transmission Customer must designate on OASIS at the time of submission of the Redirect that they want rollover rights on the redirected path and will release their rollover rights on the Parent path in the amount of the Redirect”.

However, the standard does not specify as to how the customer is expected to provide this designation.  Southern Company Generation recommends that this standard either specify how the customer is to designate this information on OASIS or simultaneously submit a corresponding change to the OASIS S&CP that accomplishes the same result.  With regards to the former, Southern Company Generation strongly opposes the use of customer comment fields as an official means of communicating service requirements associated with an OASIS standard.  Southern Company Generation does not support the use of any “free-form” field as an official means of fulfilling a service requirement.  The use of such free-form fields not only creates the opportunity for ambiguous indications from the customer, which has the potential to be misinterpreted by the transmission provider; but also has the potential to conflict with other, pre-existing informal uses that customers and/or transmission providers have implemented with regards to the existing comment fields. Therefore Southern Company Generation suggests that the NAESB WEQ ESS/ITS consider the latter and simultaneously submit proposed modifications to the OASIS S&CP to accommodate the requirements associated with WEQ OASIS Standard 001-9.7.3.

As always, thank you for the opportunity to participate in this important process.

Sincerely,

Joel Dison

Project Manager

Southern Company Generation

Regulatory Affairs and Energy Policy

