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TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee and Information Technology Subcommittee Meeting Participants and Posting for Interested Parties
FROM: 
Laura B. Kennedy, Meeting/Project Manager
RE:
Final Minutes from Joint WEQ Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee and Information Technology Subcommittee Meeting June 26-27, 2007
DATE:

July 9, 2007
Wholesale Electric Quadrant
Joint Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee/

Information Technology Subcommittee Meeting
Hosted by NAESB – Driskill Hotel, Austin, Texas

June 26, 2007 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM Central
June 27, 2007 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Central
Final Minutes
1. Welcome
Mr. Skiba chaired the meeting until Mr. Wood arrived at the meeting.  Ms. Kennedy read the antitrust guidelines.  The attendees in the room and on the phone introduced themselves.  The agenda was revised so that the review of the S&CP and Implementation Guide would be postponed until Mr. Sorenson arrived at the meeting as he had provided the latest draft of the documents:  Item 2 was changed to Review of JISWG Recommendation R07007; Item 3 was changed to Discuss functional requirements for support of long-term conditional firm service in tagging and OASIS; Item 4 was changed to Modify the S&CP and Implementation Guide to include the Order 890 Work Plan ESS/ITS Group 1 items.  Mr. Cyrulewski moved, seconded by Ms. Rehman, to adopt the agenda as revised.  The motion passed without opposition.
2. Discuss functional requirements for support of long-term conditional firm service in tagging and OASIS. Refer to JISWG “Specification for Implementation of Conditional Firm in e-Tagging”
Mr. Cyrulewski reported that the JISWG plans to have the e-Tag 1.8 specification ready for implementation in December 2007 and the JISWG would like to include the functionality needed for conditional firm as set forth in Order 890 in version 1.8.  The JISWG drafted a functional requirements document that was posted as a work paper for this meeting and posted for informal comment on June 18, with comments due on July 18:  Specification for Implementation of Conditional Firm in e-Tag 6/15/07.
Mr. Skiba stated that MISO is preparing informal comments for this document.  He asked whether there would be clarification included regarding the waiver issued by the FERC for the RTOs and ISOs in paragraph 992 of Order 890.  Mr. Stone stated that the functionality in e-Tag will give the Transmission Provider the right to issue a market adjustment, so a waiver is not needed.  Mr. Skiba stated that he did not want the ISOs and RTOs to be questioned as to why they did not implement a conditional firm product.

Ms. Rehman suggested several modifications to the language captured in the attachment to the minutes:  Draft comments on the Specification for Implementation of Conditional Firm in e-Tag (these were not approved by the ESS/ITS).  While there was discussion to send the revised language to the JISWG in the form of a work paper rather than official informal comments, Mr. Wood moved, seconded by Mr. Pritchard, to send the redline comments to the JISWG as official informal comments.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the language changes proposed do not add value and should not be submitted as comments from the ESS/ITS.  Ms. Rehman voted in support of the motion.  Mr. Sorenson, Mr. Pritchard, and Mr. Wood voted in opposition to the motion.  Mr. Skiba, Mr. Davis, Mr. Johannis, and Mr. Cyrulewski abstained.  The motion did not pass a simple majority vote.
3. Review of JISWG Recommendation R07007
The subcommittee reviewed the revised recommendation for R07007 revised by the JISWG based on comments submitted by Mr. Skiba:  R07007 Recommendation, Submitted by B. Harshbarger, Puget Sound Energy.  The JISWG also drafted a response to Mr. Skiba’s comments that was posted as a work paper for this meeting:  R07007 Recommendation Comment Response, Submitted by B. Harshbarger, Puget Sound Energy.
The JISWG made modifications to the recommendation for R07007 based on the comments submitted by Mr. Skiba.  The redlines were included in the revised recommendation posted as a work paper for this call and referenced above.  There was a question as to whether the JISWG had completed its revisions based on a statement in the Comment Response document that stated: “The JISWG co-chairs agreed to draft responses to the comments and distribute to the JISWG for consideration at their July 12th meeting.”  Mr. Sorenson stated that the statement should be interpreted to mean that the Comment Response document had not been reviewed by the JISWG members as it was written based on the comments during the meeting and that the JISWG intended that the recommendation move forward as revised.

Mr. Skiba asked why the JISWG chose not to revise the column header “If Actual Arranged Interchange (RFI) is Submitted”.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the column headers match the NERC column headers and the JISWG did not want to modify the column headers because of the high volume of use of the table in the industry.

After further discussion, Mr. Eckelkamp moved, seconded by Mr. Skiba, to send the recommendation as revised by the JISWG to the WEQ Executive Committee and to post the recommendation for formal comments.  The motion passed without objection.
4. Continue to Modify the S&CP and Implementation Guide to include the Order 890 Work Plan ESS/ITS Group 1 Items
Next, the subcommittee began to review the draft documents posted as work papers for this meeting that will be the S&CP, Implementation Guide, and Data Dictionary that includes the Group 1 items in the Order 890 Work Plan:  Posting of ETC; Annotations For ATC; Load Forecast And Actual Load; Re-Bid of Partial Service; and Preconfirmation Priority.  The documents were posted as work papers for this meeting:  Order 890 Implementation Guide, submitted by P. Sorenson, OATI,  
Order 890 S&CP - 6/15/07, and Draft Changes to WEQ Data Dictionary Submitted by E. Skiba, MISO - 06-25/2007.

It is the plan at this time that the language in the Group 1 Recommendation of the S&CP and supporting documents will also include the functionality needed for conditional firm as required in Order 890.  If it is determined that the language for conditional firm can not be completed in time to post the Group 1 recommendation for formal comment during the time frame set forth in the Order 890 work plan due to the inability to reach consensus or otherwise, the conditional firm language modifications will be postponed for a future iteration of the S&CP and supporting documentation.
Data Dictionary:  First, the subcommittee reviewed the Data Dictionary work paper submitted by Mr. Skiba.  Mr. Skiba reviewed the modifications he proposed to the Data Dictionary based on the modifications that have been proposed in the S&CP and Implementation Guide.  The ESS/ITS made several changes to the document that can be found in redline format posted as an attachment to these minutes:  Draft changes to Data Dictionary - revised by ESS/ITS on 6/26/07.  The modifications are noted in part below.  In addition, a few modifications were made to the S&CPs and Implementation Guide based on the changes made to the Data Dictionary:  Order 890 Implementation Guide - revised by ESS/ITS 6/26/07 and Order 890 S&CP - revised by ESS/ITS 6/06/07.

ANNOTATION:  The Field Format was changed from 255 to 1000 maximum.  Minor changes were made to the definition.
BID_CAPACITY:  The definition proposed by Mr. Skiba was revised.
CAPACITY_GRANTED:  This data element was removed as it had been removed from the S&CPs in the transstatus, transsell, and transassign templates.

PRIMARY_PROVIDER_CONDITIONS:  The ESS/ITS added a definition for this new data element.

PRIMARY_PROVIDER_APPROVAL:  The ESS/ITS revised the proposed definition for this new data element.

REASSESSMENT_DUE_TIME:  The ESS/ITS added a definition for this new data element.

RENEWAL_DUE_TIME:  The ESS/ITS added a definition for this new data element.

ROLLOVER_CAPACITY:  The ESS/ITS added a definition for this new data element.

ROLLOVER_START_TIME:  The ESS/ITS added a definition for this new data element.

ROLLOVER_STOP_TIME:  The ESS/ITS added a definition for this new data element.

SYSTEM_ATTRIBUTE:  The ESS/ITS modified the definition for this data element.

SYSTEM_ELEMENT:  The ESS/ITS modified the definition for this new data element.

SYSTEM_ELEMENT_TYPE:  The ESS/ITS modified the definition for this new data element.

S&CP:  Next, the subcommittee reviewed the latest version of the S&CP.  Mr. Sorenson stated that to include the modifications needed for conditional firm should include either a change to the reduction template that will allow for the posting of a change in the priority or should include a change in the transstatus template when conditional firm is broken out into segments.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the S&CP allows continuation records for capacity start and stop and the standard would need to include priority in the continuation record.  If someone posts on an hour by hour basis, where the next hour will be priority 6 in conditional months.  Many records are one hour in duration where the priority drops to 6, the transstatus query would possibly have thousands of segments where the priority would need to be dropped to 6.  Mr. Sorenson stated that it would be more appropriate to put the changes in the reduction template.  Mr. Wood stated he would prefer using the reduction records since conditional firm will carry along other reductions with it.  Mr. Sorenson asked if the ESS/ITS supported included the functionality needed in the OASIS S&CP and supporting documentation for conditional firm with the Group 1 recommendation.  It is the plan at this time to vote out the recommendation for the Group 1 items during the July 24-25 meeting and request that the EC vote on the recommendation as soon as the comment period expires.  The participants supported including language for conditional firm in this recommendation and to plan to vote out the recommendation during the July 24-25 meeting and request that the Executive Committee vote on the recommendation as soon as the comment period expires.  It was again noted that if the ESS/ITS cannot complete the conditional firm language it would not hold up the progress of the recommendation as a whole.
It was noted that Paragraph 1403 of Order 890 states that “…First, we will prohibit transmission customers from withdrawing pre-confirmed non-firm and short-term firm point-to-point transmission service requests prior to when the transmission customer is offered service or a system impact study.”  Mr. Sorenson suggested that when a counteroffer is issued or a system impact study is needed, the Implementation Guide would state that the preconfirmed flag would be dropped.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the OASIS should be modified so that the seller or OASIS can drop the preconfirmed flag.  Mr. Eckelkamp asked if a counteroffer is issued, and then the preconfirmed flag is dropped, then a new request comes in would it bump the first request.  Mr. Sorenson stated that it would bump the first request.  Mr. Sorenson stated that if the entire request cannot be honored, the preconfirmation flag does not give priority.  Mr. Sorenson stated that BPA has implemented a practice that he would like to see if the ESS/ITS would like to add in to the S&CPs:  BPA gives an option for the customer to indicate their preference for partial service.  The customer can tell the TP it wants all or nothing, or that they want the largest amount of capacity for at least x interval, or they want the maximum interval they can get that had x capacity, or the customer can indicate it will take anything it can get.  Mr. Sorenson stated that BPA has this option for long term as well as short term service.  Mr. Sorenson stated that he would bring this possibility up to the FERC staff at the technical conference later in the week.
Mr. Sorenson summarized the plan for the S&CP document.  Mr. Sorenson will take the baseline that is currently posted for formal comment and include all of the changes for Group 1 of Order 890 and for conditional firm.  He will ask FERC staff for guidance regarding the ability of the customer to specify options for partial service.  Mr. Sorenson will make the parallel changes needed for the Implementation Guide and will add in the examples.  The ESS/ITS will review the changes during the July 13 meeting and plans to vote out the recommendation during the July 24-25 meeting in Houston, Texas.  Mr. Sorenson and Mr. Wood, as co-chairs of the ESS/ITS will request that the WEQ Executive Committee hold a meeting to vote on the recommendation as soon as the comment period expires, which will likely be the end of August or first part of September, 2007.
5. Review Order 890 Work Plan
Next, the ESS/ITS reviewed its progress on the Order 890 Work Plan.  Updates were made to the status columns for Group 1 and 4.  A redline version of this work plan is posted as an attachment to the minutes:  Order 890 NAESB Work Plan - June 27, 2007.

6. Other Business/Next Steps
The next conference call is scheduled on July 13, 2007 from 10:00 AM Central to 4:00 PM Central.  During this meeting, the ESS/ITS will continue to review modifications added to the OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols and OASIS Standards & Communication Protocols Implementation Guide to include the Order 890 Work Plan ESS/ITS Group 1 Items: POSTING OF ETC; ANNOTATIONS FOR ATC; LOAD FORECAST AND ACTUAL LOAD; RE-BID OF PARTIAL SERVICE; AND PRECONFIRMATION PRIORITY.  These drafts will also include language for the functional requirements for supporting long term conditional firm service in OASIS (Paragraphs 1078 in Order 890).

7. Adjourn
Ms. Rehman moved, seconded by Mr. Skiba to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 11:24 AM Central.
8. Attendance

	Name
	Organization
	June 26
	June 27

	Jim Cyrulewski
	MISO
	Phone
	Phone

	Ed Davis
	Entergy
	
	In Person

	Jim Eckelkamp
	Progress Energy
	In Person
	In Person

	Marilyn Franz
	Sierra Pacific Resources
	
	Phone

	John Johannis
	BPA
	Phone
	Phone

	Laura Kennedy
	NAESB
	In Person
	In Person

	Alan Pritchard
	Duke Energy
	
	Phone

	Barbara Rehman
	BPA
	Phone
	Phone

	Narinder Saini
	Entergy
	Phone
	Phone

	Ed Skiba
	MISO
	In Person
	In Person

	Paul Sorenson
	OATI
	In Person
	In Person

	Larry Stone
	SoftSmiths, Inc.
	Phone
	Phone

	JT Wood
	Southern Company
	In Person
	In Person


WEQ Joint ESS and ITS Meeting Final Minutes – June 26-27, 2007
Page 2

