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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

December 20, 2006
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Executive Committee and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
DeDe Kirby, Meeting/Project Manager
RE:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant Executive Committee Conference Call Meeting Final Minutes – December 19, 2006
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING

WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT (WEQ)

Tuesday, December 19, 2006 – 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm Central
FINAL MINUTES
1.
Welcome

Ms. York called the meeting to order and welcomed the participants. Ms. Kirby read the antitrust advice and called the roll of Executive Committee (EC) members and alternates.  Quorum was not established; therefore the meeting was declared a working session and all standards votes will be distributed by notational ballot.  Ms. Crockett moved to adopt the agenda as drafted and Mr. Sorenson seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted by consensus.
2. 
Consideration and vote on recommendation for standards with comments submitted
Recommendation WEQ 2006 Annual Plan Item 3(b)(iii)/R03007 – PKI Initiative (e-MARC)
Mr. Sorenson stated that the purpose of the standard was to build a Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) for use with Open Access Same-time Information System (OASIS) standards and e-Tag.  The PKI standard provides guidelines for parties to follow in order to hold valid certificates.  He explained that many systems require the presentation of certificates and a declaration of a Certificate Authority to conduct business under them.  Certificate Authorities issue certificates for qualified applicants that certify the identification of the applicant to other entities involved in the system or business transaction.  The PKI standard establishes the rules that Certificate Authorities must use to certify and establish an identification of an entity.  The Certificate Authority, under the NAESB Certification Program, self-certifies that their service is compliant with the NAESB standards.  NAESB would hold the records of those that have qualified as certified Certificate Authorities and those Certificate Authorities would then display the NAESB Certification Seal to the public.  

The standards also contain a set of obligations to be performed by End-entities and relying parties to be certified.  These parties must register with the NERC Registry and declare which authorized Certificate Authority they will conduct business under.  An entity can declare more than one Certificate Authority.  Rules and guidelines contained in the NERC Registry state that when an entity registers this information they are agreeing to abide by the obligations in the standard.  These standards are written for Secure Sockets Level (SSL) certificates and do not accommodate digital signing of documents or encryption.  Mr. Sorenson explained that OASIS and e-Tagging would benefit from the SSL certificate and that other types of certificates could be added in the future as necessary.

Ms. York stated that one set of comments had been submitted by the Internet Engineering Task Force (IEFT).  (Those comments are posted at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_ec121906w2.doc.)  She explained that the comments supported the manner in which the PKI standard had been drafted and stated that the standard did not violate the permitted uses of the IETF’s Request for Comments.  However, the comments did suggest a change to footnote 1.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the change should be approved as it mainly addressed style and formatting and that the JISWG had tried to review the comment on two different occasions, but the meetings were cancelled due to the unavailability of the chairs of the working group because of severe weather and power outages in the Pacific Northwest.  Mr. Oberski moved to adopt the Recommendation with the revision to footnote 1, as found in the IEFT comments.  Ms. Crockett seconded the motion.  The motion was supported by all EC members and alternates present on the phone.   (The recommendation as revised by the EC in redline form is posted at http://www.naesb.org/member_login_form.asp?doc=weq_ec121906a2.doc.  In clean form it is posted at http://www.naesb.org/member_login_form.asp?doc=weq_ec121906a1.doc.)    

Ms. York stated that a notational ballot would be distributed by the NAESB office for Recommendation WEQ 2006 Annual Plan Item 3 (b) (iii)/R03007.  She added that the ballot should be due sometime after the first of the year and depending on the outcome of that vote, would then be submitted for ratification to the WEQ membership.          
3.
New Business
No new business was discussed at this time.  

4.
Adjourn
Ms. Crockett moved to adjourn and Mr. Oberski seconded the motion.  The conference call meeting was adjourned by consensus at 2:28 p.m. Central time.  
5.
Executive Committee Attendance and Voting Record
  (Vacancies not shown on the table)
	Transmission Segment
	Subsegment:
	Attendance
	Vote 1

	Patrick McGovern
	Manger - System Services, Georgia Transmission Corporation
	Muni/Coop
	Absent 
	

	Steven C. Cobb
	Manager Transmission Services, Salt River Project
	Fed/State/Prov.
	Absent
	

	Dean Ulch
	Principal Engineer, Transmission Policy and Services Group, Southern Company Services
	IOU
	Absent
	

	Edward Davis
	Policy Consultant, Entergy Services, Inc.
	IOU
	Present
	S

	Julie Voeck
	Manager Strategic Policy and Planning, American Transmission Company
	ITC
	Absent
	

	Linda Campbell
	Director of Reliability, Florida Reliability Coordinating Council
	At-Large
	Absent
	

	Generation Segment
	
	
	

	William J. Gallagher
	General Manager of Vermont Public Power Supply Authority
	Muni/Coop
	Present
	S

	Kathy York
	Sr. Energy Markets & Policy Specialist, Tennessee Valley Authority
	Fed/State/Prov.
	Present
	S

	Louis Oberski
	Director Electric Market Policy, Dominion Resource Services, Inc.
	IOU
	Present
	S

	John Ciza
	Project Manager for Energy Policy and Regulatory Affairs, Southern Company Services
	IOU
	Absent
	

	Barry Green
	Director, Markets and Research Regulatory Affairs Division, Ontario Power Generation
	Merchant
	Present
	S

	Marketers/Brokers Segment
	
	
	

	Carol McCrary, Alt. for C. Norris
	ElectriCities of North Carolina
	Muni/Coop
	Present
	S

	Valerie Crockett, Alt. for C. Harmon
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Fed/State/Prov.
	Present
	S

	Suzanne Calcagno
	Director – Regulatory Compliance, UBS Energy LLC
	Not IOU Affiliated
	Absent
	

	Mark Tallman
	Managing Director, Commercial & Trading, PacifiCorp 
	IOU
	Absent
	

	Joel Dison
	Project Manager, Southern Company Generation and Energy Marketing
	IOU
	Absent
	

	Distribution/Load Serving Entities (LSE) Segment
	
	
	

	Robert Williams
	Director of Regulatory Affairs, Florida Municipal Power Agency
	Muni/Coop
	Absent
	

	Robert Schwermann
	Energy Coordinator, Sacramento Municipal Utility District
	Muni/Coop
	Absent
	

	Ollie Frazier
	Manager of Regulatory Research, Duke Energy
	IOU
	Absent
	

	John McCawley
	Director – Energy Acquisition, Exelon Energy Delivery, Exelon Corporation – PECO Energy
	IOU
	Absent
	

	Syd Berwager
	Industry Restructuring Project Manager, Bonneville Power Administration/Power Business Line
	Other
	Absent
	

	End Users Segment
	
	
	

	Lou Ann Westerfield
	Policy Strategist, Idaho Public Utilities Commission, rep. National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners
	Regulator
	Absent
	

	John Hughes
	Vice President Technical Affairs, Electricity Consumers Resource Council (ELCON)
	Large Industrial
	Absent
	

	Paul Sorenson
	Director-Central Markets Strategy, Open Access Technology International, Inc.
	At-Large
	Present
	S


12.  
Additional Attendance
	Name
	Organization

	Christopher Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Dale Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Rick Franklin
	Riverside Reporting

	Laura Kennedy
	NAESB

	DeDe Kirby
	NAESB

	Marjorie Perlman
	Energy East


� Voting Record Legend:  S = Support; O = Oppose; A = Abstain; BS = Notational Ballot in Support; BO = Notational Ballot in Opposition
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